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Amoeba Music's discerning & 
Tt iad |) ey ee : knowledgeable experts (AKA, our staff) 
ays Bi f SURES Te ED Bie ey) have put their collective heads & ears 






together to bring you a biased & completely 
un-objective collection of ... 


OUR FAVORITE NEW 
WILTERN arora MUSIC & MOVIES! 


JUNE 18 


\ i | iF 
TN MOUNT (OF 
Li isis 3 aay mG v 


PHEnep es 


PALLADIUM 
—E———~ 


~ CHARGE BY PHONE: 800.745.3000 


ALL DATES, ACTS & TICKET PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT 
NOTICE. A SERVICE CHARGE IS ADDED TO EACH TICKET PRICE. 


NATION.com 
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LIVE SHOWS 
AT AMOEBA! 


All three Amoeba stores host in-store performances, signings and DJ sets 
from your favorite artists every month! Visit AMOEBA.COM for the latest schedule 
including live webcasts from select shows! 


WELCOME T0 
AMOEBA MUSIC 


THE BIGGEST INDEPENDENT MUSIC & MOVIE STORE IN THE WORLD! 


Amoeba Music has become synonymous with music and movie 
expertise, from the arcane to the popular. Our staff consists of the 
most passionate connoisseurs of all cultural explorations. 








All Amoebites were asked to list their favorite releases from the 
past six months and beyond! We then had a team of experts 
decipher their cryptic handwriting, analyze the results and compile 
the lists into this little book! 


00 We hope you find the results V 
' interesting and useful! tity 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY 


WAYNE SHELLABARGER 






SOME HELPFUL HINTS: 


Our USED selection is fully guaranteed to play perfectly. Buying used 
means you can get more for your money — and many out-of-print 
and rare items that are ONLY available used! 


NEW items are designated with a white price tag. USED items have 
yellow, green or red price tags. “Red tags” indicate clearance items. 
All genres have clearance areas at the end of their respective used 
sections. CLEARANCE items have an ongoing deal; buy three, get the 
fourth of least value for FREE! 


More than just music! Check out our BOOKS and T-SHIRTS sections 
and pick-up magazines, headphones, turntables plus other gear and 
collectible items all around the store. 


FIDLAR 


AMOEBA.COM 


Can't make it to the show? Visit AMOEBA.COM and check out our 
VIDEO AND PHOTO GALLERIES! They are constantly updated with videos, 
interviews and stills from our live in-store performances! look all around! 


©0000 0000 000 0 0 HAPPY HUNTING! 
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Don’t forget to look underneath the bins for extra bargains which 
may not be represented in the above corresponding bin. There are 
tons of nuggets hiding in pockets all over this store, so be sure to 





EL 


VCDs WMMOVIES 
VVINYL WBOOKS 
VVIDEO GAMES 


Trade up from CDs to Vinyl and 
DVDs to Blu-ray or allow us to pay 
you cash for your unwanted items! 
We make house calls for 
large collections! 


For more info, check out 
Amoeba.com/sellstuff 
| or call your local Amoeba! 


BERKELEY - 2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE - (510) 549-1125 
SAN FRANCISCO - 1855 HAIGHT STREET - (415) 831-1200 
HOLLYWOOD - 6400 SUNSET BOULEVARD - (323) 245-6400 


AMOEBA.COM/SELLSTUFF 


COLLECTIONS@AMOEBA.COM 
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A SAMPLING OF OUR 
FAVORITES BY GENRE 





CDs & LPs 


Atoms For Peace — Amok (x) 


Bat For Lashes — The Haunted 
Man (capitol) 


Beach Fossils — Clash The Truth 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Brian Eno — Lux (warp) 


Chelsea Light Moving - 
Chelsea Light Moving (MATADOR) 


Clinic — Free Reign (DOMINO) 


Dead Can Dance — Anastasis 
(PLAY IT AGAIN SAM) 


Depeche Mode - Delta 
Machine (coLumBiA) 


Devendra Banhart — Mala 
(NONESUCH) 


Godspeed You! Black Emperor 
— Allelujah! Don’t Bend! Ascend! 
(CONSTELLATION) 


Johnny Marr - The Messenger 
(NEW VOODOO) 


Melody’s Echo Chamber - 
Melody’s Echo Chamber 
(FAT POSSUM) 


Nick Cave & the Bad Seeds — 
Push The Sky Away (BAD SEED LTD.) 


Pere Ubu - 
Lady From Shanghadi (rire) 


Richard Thompson -— 
Electric (NEW WEST) 





Shout Out Louds — Optica 
(MERGE) 


Toro Y Moi — Anything 
In Return (CARPARK) 


Veronica Falls — Waiting 
For Something To Happen 
(SLUMBERLAND) 


The XX — Coexist (x1) 
Yo La Tengo — Fade (MATADOR) 


AS$ap Rocky — Long.Live.Asap 
(RCA) 


Blu — NoYork (NATURE SOUNDS) 


Blu & Exile — Give Me My 
Flowers (DIRTY SCIENCE) 


Kendrick Lamar - good kid, 
m.A.A.d city (AFTERMATH) 


Masta Ace Incorporated - 
Sittin’ On Chrome (TRAFFIC) 


Roc Marciano — Reloaded 
(DECON) 


The Coup - Sorry to Bother 
You (ANTI-) 


SOUL 


Bettye LaVette - 
Thankful N’ Thoughtful 
(ANTI-) 


Cody ChesnuTT - 
Landing On A Hundred 
(VIBRATION VINEYARD) 
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Keyshia Cole — Woman to 
Woman (UNIVERSAL) 


Lee Fields — Let’s Talk It Over 
(TRUTH & SOUL/TRAFFIC) 


Menahan Street Band — 
The Crossing (DAPTONE) 


Miguel — Kaleidoscope Dream 
(RCA) 


Solange — True (TERRIBLE) 
Teena Marie - Beautiful (ume) 


The Rojac Story: 

The Best of Rojac & 
Tay-Ster — Various Artists 
(ROJAC) 


The Weeknd - Trilogy 
(UNIVERSAL) 


ELECTRONIC 


Andy Stott — Luxury Problems 
(MODERN LOVE) 


Basic Soul Unit — Motional 
Response (STILL MUSIC) 


Daniel Avery — Fabriclive 66 
(FABRIC) 


Flying Lotus — Until The Quiet 
Comes (warp) 


Jamie Lidell — Jamie Lidell 


(WARP) 
Mala — Mala In Cuba 
(BROWNSWOOD) 


Robert Hood — 

Motor: Nighttime World Ill 
(MUSIC MAN) 

Sigha — Living With Ghosts 
(HOTFLUSH) 

Terrence Dixon — 


From The Far Future Pt. 2 
(TRESOR) 


Various Artists — 
American Noise (...£5.) 


Voices From The Lake —- 
Voices From The Lake 
(PROLOGUE) 
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JAZZ 


Michael Formanek — Small 
Places (EcM) 


Avishai Cohen — Triveni II 
(ANZIC) 


Curtis Hasselbring —- Number 
Stations (CUNEIFORM) 


Dave Liebman / Lewis Porter 
— Surreality (yELLOwsiRD) 


Dr. Lonnie Smith — The Healer 
(PILGRIMAGE) 


Miles Davis Quintet — 
Live In Europe 1969: Bootleg 
Series Vol. 2 (SONY LEGACY) 


Panzerpappa -— Astromalist 
(RUNE GRAMMOFON) 


Rob Mauzerk Octet — Skull 
Sessions (CUNEIFORM) 

Ron Miles — Quiver (ENA) 
Rudresh Mahanthappa - 
Gamak (Act) 


Sam Rivers / Dave Holland / 
Barry Altschul — Reunion: 
Live in New York (?\) 


Wayne Shorter — Without 
A Net (BLUE NOTE) 








COUNTRY AND 
BLUEGRASS 


Buddy Miller / Jim Lauderdale 
-— Buddy and Jim (NEWWEST) 


Daniel Romano — Come Cry 
With Me (NEWWEST) 


Dwight Yoakam -— 3 Pears 
(WARNER BROS.) 


Emmylou Harris & Rodney 
Crowell — Old Yellow Moon 
(NONESUCH) 


Glenn Campbell & Jimmy 
Webb - In Session... (FANTASY) 


Jeff Parker — Go Parker! 
(LONESOME DAY) 


Kelly Willis & Bruce Robison — 
Cheater’s Game (PREMIUM) 


The Flatlanders — The Odessa 
Tapes (NEWWEST) 


The Mavericks — [n Time 
(BIG MACHINE) 


Tift Merritt — Traveling Alone 
(YEP ROC) 


Country Soul Sisters: Women In 
Country Music 1952-78 — 
Various Artists (SOuL JAZZ) 


Work Hard, Play Hard, Pray 
Hard: Hard Time, Good Time & 
End Time Music, 1923-1936 — 
Various Artists (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


Wayne Hancock -— Ride 
(BLOODSHOT) 


FOLK 


Iris Dement -— Sing the Delta 
(FLARIELLA) 


Fred Neil — Other Side of 
This Life (water) 


Lena Hughes —- Queen of the 
Flat Top Guitar (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


Pete Seeger — Pete Remembers 
Woody (APPLESEED) 


Pozo Seco — Shades of Time 
(REAL GONE) 


Sean Hayes - Before We Turn 
To Dust (SEAN HAYES) 


Shovels & Rope - O’ Be Joyful 
(DUALTONE) 


Cluck Old Hen - A Barnyard 
Serenade 1926-1940 (OLD HAT) 


Imaginational Anthem Vol. 5 — 
Various Artists (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


They All Played for Us: 
Arhoolie Records 50th 
Anniversary Celebration — 
Various Artists (ARHOOLIE) 


BLUES AND 
NEW ORLEANS 


The Hot 8 Brass Band - 
The Life & Times of 

The Hot 8 Brass Band 
(TRU THOUGHTS) 


Cash Box Kings - 
Black Toppin’ (BLIND PIG) 


Delta Joe Sanders — 
Working Without a Net 
(MADJACK) 


Big Walker — Root Walking: 
Americana Blues & Roots 
(BIG WALKER) 


Ron Hacker -— Live in 
San Francisco (RON HACKER) 


Enjoy Records Story - 
Various Artists (FUEL 2000) 


jJ.O.B. Rrecords Blues Story - 
Various Artists (FUEL 2000) 
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POP DISPLAYS 
SPECIAL EVENT DECOR 
EXTERIOR SIGNAGE 
TRADESHOW DISPLAYS 
POLE BANNERS 
FLEET GRAPHICS 
ECO MATERIALS 
FLOOR GRAPHICS 
PRESS WALLS 
NATIONWIDE INSTALLATION 
HANGING HARDWARE 
& RENTALS 


Richard Tamoush 
310-836-3200 x 184 
richard@aaaflag.com 


www.aaaflag.com 
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The Return of The Stuff 
That Dreams Are Made Of —- 
Various Artists (YAZOo) 


The Cobra Records Story — 
Various Artists (CAPRICORN) 


Got Them Hillbilly Blues — 
Various Artists (BULLSEYE) 


WORLD 


Krar Collective — 
Ethiopia Super Krar (R\vERBOAT) 


Ahmad Zahir — Volume 3: 
The King of Afghan Pop! 
(PHARAWAY SOUNDS) 


Ana Moura — Desfado (UNIVERSAL) 
Antibalas — Antibalds (DAPTONE) 


Francois Hardy — L’Amour Fou 
(VIRGIN) 


Monoswezi — The Village 
(RIVERBOAT) 


Orchestre National De Jazz — 
Piazzolla! (jAZZVILLAGE) 


Patricia Kaas — Chante Piaf 
(ARTIC) 


Poncho Sanchez & His Latin 
Jazz Band - Live in Hollywood 
(CONCORD) 


Sambasunda Quintet — Java 
(RIVERBOAT) 


Samuel Yirga — Guzo 
(REAL WORLD/RYKO) 





"© r 
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Sekouba Bambino Diabate 
-The Griot’s Craft (sTERN’s) 


Tim Mata — Nobody Can Live 
Forever: The Existenial Soul Of 
Tim Maid (LUAKA BoP) 


Anthologie Des Moments 
Précieux Des Suds a Arles — 
Various Artists (WORLDVILLAGE) 


Cumbia Beat Vol. 2: Topical 
Sounds from Peru - Various 
Artists (VAMPISOUL) 


Diablos Del Ritmo: 

The Colombian Melting Pot 
1960-1985 — Various Artists 
(ANALOG AFRICA) 


Pop Yeh Yeh: Psychedelic Rock 
from Singapore and Malaysia 
1964-1970 — Various Artists 
(SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 


South India: Music of the 
Nilgiri Hills — Various Artists 
(OCORA) 


The Rough Guide To Samba — 
Various Artists (ROUGH GUIDE) 


The Rough Guide To The Music 
Of Senegal — Various Artists 
(ROUGH GUIDE) 


CLASSICAL 


Divertimento / Concerto for 
Piano / Mystere de Pinstant - 
Bartok / Veress / Dutilleux 
Featuring: Dénes Varjon / 

Heinz Holliger / Lausanne Chamber 
Orchestra (CLAVES) 


American Mavericks — 
Cowell / Harrison / Varese 
Featuring: Michael Tilson Thomas / 
San Francisco Symphony 

(SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY) 


6 Suites for Cello Solo 
-Jj.S. Bach 

Featuring: Pieter Wispelwey 
(EVIL PENGUIN) 


Armenian Spirit — Jordi Savall / 
Hesperion XX] (ALiAvox) 


Artaserse — L. Vinci 

Featuring: Jaroussky / Cencic / Diego 
Fasolis / Concerto Koln 

(VIRGIN CLASSICS) 


Cello Concerto — 

Elgar / Carter / Bruch 
Featuring: Alisa Weilerstein / 
Barenboim / Staatskapelle Berlin 
(DECCA) 


Drama Queens — Joyce 
DiDonato / Curtis / Il 
Complesso Barocco \viRGIN CLASSICS) 


Faure, Strauss, Mahler, 
Copland, Ives, Pasatieri, 
Canteloube, Schoenberg Lieder 
— Frederica von Stade / 
Martin Katz (orFeo) 


Italian Virtuosi of the 
Chitarrone — Jakob Lindberg 
(BIS) 


Ligeti / Pintscher / Cage / 
Xenakis —- JACK Quartet 
(WIGMORE HALL LIVE) 


Lugano Concerts — Martha 
Argerich (DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 


Recomposed: The Four Seasons 
-— Vivaldi / Max Richter (DEUTSCHE 
GRAMMOPHON) 


Spring Sounds Spring Seas — 
Schlefer / Hagen 

Featuring: Schlefer / Kurosawa / 
Curtis / Woods / Orchestra of 
the Swan (MSR CLASSICS) 


The Beethoven Journey: Piano 
Concertos Nos. | & 3 -L.van 
Beethoven -L. van Beethoven 
Featuring: Leif Ove Andsnes / Mahler 
Chamber Orchestra (SONY CLASSICS) 


om 
.. “SS 
ro | 
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Theodora — G.F. Handel 
Featuring: Hunt / Daniels / Upshaw 
/ William Christie / Orchestra of the 
Age of Enlightenment (GLYNDEBOURNE) 


Trios — K. Saariaho 

Featuring: Dann / Freund / Hakkila 
/ Helasvuo / Jodelet / Karttunen / 
Kovacic (ONDINE) 


Well-Tempered Clavier 
= J.S. Bach 
Featuring: Andras Schif (ECM) 


EXPERIMENTAL 
Alvarius B. — Alvarius B. 
(ABDUCTION) 


AMM — Two London Concerts 
(MATCHLESS) 


Emeralds — Just To Feel 
Anything (EDITIONS MEGO) 


Grouper — The Man 


Who Died In His Boat 
(KRANKY) 


Oneohtrix Point Never - 
Rifts (SOFTWARE) 


Oren Ambarchi - Sagittarian 
Domain (EDITIONS MEGO) 


S.P.K. — Field Report 


San Francisco 
(THERAPEUTIC / ADVERSE) 


Sir Richard Bishop & 
W. David Oliphant — Beyond 
All Defects (CHODPA MEDIA) 


Tim Hecker & Daniel 


Lopatin — Instrumental Tourist 
(SOFTWARE) 


<. ® ne 
ao Ff 
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METAL 
Aluk Todolo — Occult Rock 
(AJNA) 


Atriarch — Ritual of Passing 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


Bell Witch — Longing 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


Darkthrone — Hate Tham 
(PEACEVILLE) 


Death -— Spiritual Healing 
[Reissue] (RELAPSE) 


Dragged Into Sunlight — 
Widowmaker (ProstHEeTIc) 


Enslaved — Riitiir (NUCLEAR BLAST) 


Grave — Endless Procession 
Of Souls (CENTURY MEDIA) 


Incantation — Vanquish in 
Vengeance (LISTENABLE) 


Lightning Swords of Death - 
Baphometic Chaosivm 
(METAL BLADE) 


Mutiilation — Vampires of Black 
Imperial Blood (DARK ADVERSARY) 


Pallbearer — Sorrow & 
Extinction (PROFOUND LORE) 


Pig Destroyer — Book Burner 
(RELAPSE) 


Portal — Vexovoid (PROFOUND LORE) 


OLDIES 


Bob Lind — Finding You Again 
(BIG BEAT) 


Brother John Rydgren - 
Silhouette Segments / Cantata 
For New Life / Worlds of Youth 
(OMNI) 


Dan Penn — The Fame 
Recordings (AcE) 


Elvis Presley — Prince From 
Another Planet (SONY LEGACY) 


Scott Walker — Bish Bosch (4AD) 


Surf Age Nuggets: Trash & 
Twang Instrumentals — 
Various Artists (ROCKBEAT) 


Wanda Jackson — Unfinished 
Business (SUGAR HILL) 


COMEDY 
Amy Schumer -— Cutting 
(COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Anthony Jeselnik — Caligula 
(COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Chris Hardwick — Mandroid 
(COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Dickie Goodman - Long Live 
The King (ROCKBEAT) 


Doug Stanhope - 
Before Turning the Gun on 
Himself... (ROADRUNNER) 


Eugene Mirman - 

An Evening of Comedy In A 
Fake, Underground Laboratory 
(COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Tussauds 


HOLLYWOOD 


More than ik 
a wax museum 


Stephen Lynch -— Lion 
(WHAT ARE RECORDS) 


Tig Notaro — Live 
(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


REGGAE 


Yabby You & Brethren - 
Deeper Roots: Dub Plates & 
Rarities 1976-78 

ChE En eno) Buy the LA Locals 


Super Saver Ticket Online & 


SAVE 50% 


at www.MadameTussauds.com 


Etana — Better Tomorrow vr) 


Lee Perry & The Sufferers — 
The Sound Doctor 
(PRESSURE SOUNDS) 


Midnite — Free Indeed 
(HIGHER BOUND) 
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Prezident Brown & Axx 
of Jahpostles — | Sound Is 
From Creation vp) 


Tappa Zukie — M.P.L.A. 
(FORCED EXPOSURE) 


The Lions — This Generation 
(STONES THROW) 


Studio One Ironsides — 
Various Artists (SOuL JAZZ) 


Bad Brains — [nto The Future 
(MEGAFORCE) 


Forgetters — Forgetters 
(TOO SMALL TO FAIL) 


Left For Dead - 
Devoid Of Everything (4389) 


Rites Of Spring - 
Six Song Demo (DiscHorD) 


Strife — Witness A Rebirth 
(REVELATION) 


Trash Talk — [19 (ODD FUTURE) 


Alexandre Tharaud — 
Amour (VIRGIN CLASSICS) 


Angelo Badalamenti & 
Beethoven - A Late Quartet 
(DECCA) 


Dario Marianelli — 
Anna Karenina (DECCcA) 


Alexandre Desplat -— Argo 
(WATER TOWER MUSIC) 


Django Unchained — 
Various Artists (UNIVERSAL) 
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Nick Cave & Warren Ellis — 
Lawless (SONY) 


Les Miserables - Highlights 
From The Motion Picture 
Soundtrack — Various Artists 
(UNIVERSAL) 


Rodriguez — Searching For 
Sugar Man (sony LEGACY) 


Spring Breakers —- 
Various Artists (BIG BEAT) 


Clint Mansell — Stoker (MILAN) 


Howard Shore — The Hobbit: 
An Unexpected Journey 
(WATERTOWER) 


The Music of Nashville - 
Various Artists (BIG MACHINE) 


The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower — Various Artists 
(ATLANTIC) 


M83 - Oblivion (ALLIANCE) 


DVDs & BLU-RAY 


MUSIC DYDS 


The Beatles — Magical Mystery 
Tour (CAPITOL) 


Blur — Parklive (vircin) 


Circle Jerks — My Career As 
A Jerk (mvp) 


LCD Soundsytem - Shut Up & 
Play The Hits (oscittoscope) 


Led Zeppelin — Celebration 
Day (ATLANTIC) 


Levon Helm — Love For Levon 
(TIME LIFE) 


Mudhoney —- I’m Now: 
The Story of Mudhoney (mvp) 


Mumford & Sons — The Road 
to Red Rocks (GLASSNOTE) 


The Replacements - 
Color Me Obsessed: A Film 
About The Replacements 
(WHAT WERE WE THINKING) 


Rodriguez — Searching For 
Sugar Man (sony) 


The Rolling Stones — 
Charlie Is My Darling: Ireland 
1965 (ABKCO) 


TV 


Archer: Season 3 


Bored To Death: The Complete 
Third Season 


Downton Abbey: Season 3 


Eastbound & Down: 
The Complete Third Season 


Futurama: Vol. 7 


Game Of Thrones: 
he Complete Second Season 


Girls: The Complete First Season 


Justified: The Complete 
Third Season 


Mad Men: Season Five 
Ripper Street 


DOCUMENTARY 
Ken Burns: The Dust Bowl 


How To Survive a Plague 





Pina [Criterion] 
Samsara 
2012 San Francisco Giants: 


The Official World Series 
Film 


DRAMA / 
COMEDY 


Anna Karenina 

Beasts Of The Southern Wild 
Moonrise Kingdom 

The Master 


The Perks Of Being A 
Wallflower 


This Is Forty 
Killing Them Softly 


ACTION / 
MYSTERY 


Argo 

The Bourne Legacy 
The Dark Knight Rises 
Killer Joe 


Skyfall 


SCI-FI /HORROR/ 
CULT / FANTASY 


Beyond The Black Rainbow 
Dredd 

Looper 

Miami Connection 

Sinister 





Ian 
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Intouchables 

Klown 

Purple Noon [Criterion] 
Rashomon [Criterion] 


Weekend [Criterion] 


BLU-RAY 


Badlands [Criterion] 
Cabaret 

Dick Tracy 
Lawrence Of Arabia 
Peter Pan 

Quiet Man (1952) 
Rosemary’s Baby 
Sunset Boulevard 
The Blob [Criterion] 
They Live 

The Blob {Criterion] 


CLASSICS / 

MUSICALS 
Little Shop Of Horrors 
Ministry of Fear [Criterion] 
Pitch Perfect 
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The Man Who Knew Too Much 
(1934) (Criterion) 


What Ever Happened To Baby 
Jane? 


Les Misérables 


ANIMATION/ 
KIDS 


Adventure Time Vol. 4: 
Fionna and Cake 


Frankenweenie 
Paranorman 


Tales of the Night 
(Michel Ocelot) 


Regular Show: Party Pack 
(Vol. 3) 


Wreck-It Ralph 





\ 
; 
o 
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Whats In My Bag? 


only on Amoeba.com 


bu 
NEIL GAIMAN & AMANDA PALMER 
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BERKELEY 








CASEY 


Buy your records at record stores and 
be nice to animals. Thanks. 


Lenz — Under Neon 

(TIC TAC TOTALLY) 

Great local band with super catchy melodies 
and guitar tone reminiscent of the Stone Roses 
layered over a subtle and very tasteful bed of 
synthesizers. This EP sounds familiar and is defi- 
nitely indebted to some ’80s pop rock, yet it is 
not a copy of anything either. It is its own beast 
and a brilliant beast that gets better with each 
spin. By the time you read this, Lenz’s full-length 
should be out on |-2-3-4 Go! Records, it’s sure 
to be a stunner. Also check out Andy Human’s 
LP Freeze (Tic Tac Totally), he’s the singer and it 
is also a top-notch album. 


Bits Of Shit — Cut Sleeves 
(HOMELESS) 

Remember that time back in the late ’70s when 
Johnny Rotten went to Australia and started a 
punk band with Bon Scott and the guys from 
AC/DC and they had Lemmy playing bass? ...Me 
neither, but if that had happened and they were 
still putting out great records today, this is what 
it would sound like! 


Baddat For Trubbel — 


Det Har Ar Inte New York 

(1-2-3-4 GO!) 

The album title translates to “This ain’t New 
York,” and these Swedes rock like the ... well, 
New York Dolls or maybe Radio Birdman with a 


deep gravelly voiced singer. This LP actually came 
out back in 201 | in Europe but was issued State- 
side by |-2-3-4 Go! recently, with an EP added 
to it bringing the playing time to 28 minutes of 
super fun Swedish punk. Comes with an insert 
translating all the lyrics into English and “some 
chords if you want to play along.’ 


Meat Market — Meat Market 
(UNDER THE GUN) 

Just what the San Francisco Bay Area needed: 
another garage rock band... Yeah, but these kids 
got hooks! It feels like some bands coming out 
these last few years are just relying on having 
a certain vintage “sound” but not really having 
any “songs.” These guys, on the other hand, have 
great songs and a decent vintage sound. Not a 
sound that is terribly original, but who cares? 
These songs are super addictive and packed with 
rad pop catchiness! They are really sweet guys 
too, catch them now before they blow-up!!! 


Synthetic ID — Apertures 

(1-2-3-4 GO!) 

Really not sure what to say about this album. 
This is a great album by possibly the best post- 
punk band in the Bay Area right now, but | feel 
like I’m doing these guys a major dis-service by 
calling them that. They’re too unique. The vocals 
and basslines are punk, but the drums and gui- 
tar are without a doubt post-punk. Bah! That 
doesn’t even make sense! Get this album and 
write your own review, the music is a genius 
mixture of the four personalities that comprise 
this band, and you are not likely to hear anything 
this good or original for a while, so check it out 
before all 500 copies of this have been snatched 
up. Seriously, get this album, get their 7” and see 
them live. Thank me later. 


The Orwells — Remember When 
(AUTUMN TONE) 

No time for a fancy review on this one. It’s two 
in the morning, and this list is due today. | just 
listened to this album, and it is fantastic! Garage 
punk from somewhere in the USA. These kids 
look like they’re still in high school, good for 
them. | hope they do more of this and maybe 
play a show in the East Bay with Meat Market 
before the singer gets himself thrown in prison. 


Tip: 
Best underrated local band that probably slipped under 
your radar: Sonny and The Sunsets. 
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Too E. Lit To Quit 


Dark Time Sunshine — ANX 
(FAKE FOUR INC.) 

On this stellar follow-up to Vessel, Onry Ozz- 
born and Zavala reflect on the subject of anxiety 
in its many manifestations. Whether its Onry’s 
personal tale of panic attacks on the title track 
“ANX” or Zavala’s edgy production on songs 
like “Look At What The Cat Dragged In,’ it’s 
clear that the theme of anxiety allows both art- 
ists to explore their sound in creative new ways. 
Of course, it doesn’t hurt that this duo crafts 
some of the strongest modern hip-hop in the 
galaxy, with Onry’s distinctive voice and Zavala’s 
incredible production towering proudly over 
the competition. Extraordinary beats like the 
ultra-immersive “Overlordian” or the bouncy 
head-nodder “Prairie Dog Day” leave Zavala 
sitting at the No. | spot on my list of favorite 
beat-makers. Onry Ozzborn is also completely 
in his element, with terrific lyrics and a voice 
that complements Zavala’s beats perfectly. Great 
guest features from folks like Aesop Rock, Bus- 
driver and POS further solidify this album as a 
leftfield indie rap masterpiece. Just be warned 
that hearing this beautiful project may leave 
you feeling anxious for more material from this 
other-worldly duo. 


) 


wAs 


Typical Cats — 3 (GALAPAGOS4) 

Bare bones hip-hop in its purest form, delivered 
by some true Chicago rap pros. This third of- 
fering from Typical Cats is very old-fashioned in 
sound, but who needs bells and whistles when 
you have the warm crackle of dusty vinyl and 
a trio of MCs with unstoppable flows? Qwel, 
Qwazaar and Denizen Kane are the types of 
rappers you can count on when it comes to the 
art of properly killing verses, and hearing them 
rock an album together for the first time in eight 
years is a treat and a half. These dudes all have 
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great solo material under their belts, but there’s 
a certain playful chemistry and competitiveness 
that comes out when they team up for an al- 
bum. The three are perpetually outshining one 
another with their extra sharp flows and cre- 
ative concepts, and everyone benefits from the 
high caliber of rapping. DJ Natural holds things 
down on the production side of things with a 
traditional palette of jazzy loops and funk breaks 
that harken back to the roots of hip-hop, with 
Kid Knish providing some extra sampling flavor 
to the mix. The whole thing sounds timeless, and 
is thrice as good as the music some of these 
young whipper-snappers is making.A typical rec- 
ommendation on my part. 


Sole — A Ruthless Criticism of 


Everything Existing (BLACK CANYON) 

Out of all the rappers | listen to, there is prob- 
ably no one who gets more hate and criticism 
across the board than Sole. I’ll admit that while 
Sole’s first albums played a huge role in my early 
years as an indie rap listener, | did lose track of 
his insane output a bit as time went on. The bril- 
liant Hello Cruel World album that he dropped 
with the Skyrider Band in 2011 recaptured my 
attention, however. On that project, Sole com- 
pletely redefined his style and cadence to adapt 
to modern rap times, ditching his abstract bar- 
rages of words for a slower gangster flow that 
highlighted his clever lyricism. This new solo 
album A Ruthless Criticism of Everything Existing 
is the next logical progression for this brave 
new style, showcasing Sole’s slow flow over an 
excellent range of beats from talented produc- 
ers like Man Mantis, Ecid, Alias, Busdriver, Factor, 
Skyrider and more. Sole drops a ton of sarcas- 
tic wit over the course the album, digging into 
some serious topics while poking fun at his own 
persona. One of the few rappers who can be 
overtly political in a song without sounding like 
he’s trying to pander to some trendy hip-hop 
demographic. Ruthless indeed. 


P.O.S — We Don’t Even Live 


Here (RHYMESAYERS) 

Aesop Rock’s Skelethon may have been the 
strongest Rhymesayers release of 2013, but 
P.O.S’ We Don’t Even Live Here was a close sec- 
ond and seemed to only receive a fraction of the 
attention. While Aesop Rock was out wowing 
fans on his nationwide tour, PO.S was forced to 
sit tight in Minnesota with two bum kidneys and 
a fan-supported Kickstarter campaign to fix ’em. 
It’s a bummer since PO.S tends to be one hell 
of a road warrior when it comes to promoting 
his projects, and this is one hell of a project to 
promote. Every bit as dark and punk-influenced 
as his last album, but with a new angry electron- 


ic edge that emerges in its latter half. Like Sole, 
PO.S belongs to that rare breed of MC who 
can get political on a record without sounding 
gimmicky. He'll piss on your expensive car, give 
Anonymous a shout, and then detail why he’s no 
longer invited to Occupy protests. PO.S’ gruff 
voice and heated verses are graced by stellar 
production from Doomtree cohorts Lazerbeak 
and Cecil Otter, as well as Ryan Olson from 
Gayngs and a couple of others. It all comes in a 
dope photo mini-zine, or on a frowny-face pic- 
ture disc, if vinyl’s your thing.A solid 40 minutes 
of attitude that'll get you makin’ bombs with shit 
you find in your kitchen. 


The Gaslamp Killer — 


Breakthrough (BrAiNFeeDER) 

This first proper full-length album from Gaslamp 
Killer is a cinematic roller coaster ride through 
the noisier sounds of the LA beat scene. GLK sets 
out to rattle some cages with his raw pounding 
drums and abrasive glitch sounds, and creates an 
intriguing atmosphere of tension and despair in 
the process. These are beats that refuse to play 
the role of background music, with noises aimed 
to inch you away from your comfort zone. The 
cohesion of the project is admirable, as Gaslamp 
Killer manages to tie a ton of different sounds 
and styles into the framework of his music while 
making it his own.A wide range of talented elec- 
tronic musicians and live players are enlisted on 
the album, including Daedelus, Gonjasufi, Dim- 
lite, Samiyam, Mophono and Adrian Young. 


Tip: 
Larger reviews of all of these albums along with plenty 
other picks over at www.mybackpackisbiggerthanyours. 


FERLIX 


DEBIT OR DEBIT? 


Criminal Code — Hollowed 7’ 
(DERANGED) 


Belgrado — Panopticon/Vicious 


Circle 7” (LAVIDA ES UN MUS) 
Barcelona punx with darkwave/goth influence. 


Diat — Pick a Line/No Accent 7” 
(IRON LUNG) 


Baader Brains — New Era Hope 


Colony 12” (CLEAN PLATE) 
Eclectic and inventive Bay Area punk. 


Bits of Shit — Cut Sleeves 
(HOMELESS) 

Australian grungey garage punk. Sex to my ears. 
Easily my favorite LP of the year. 


Replica — Demo (SELF-RELEASED) 
Female-fronted Oakland hardcore. These gals 
rip hard! 


Trash Talk — [19 (ODD FUTURE) 
Hardcore from Sacramento; my favorite LP by 
them to date. 


Needles — Desesperacion 7” 
(IRON LUNG) 

Former members of Los Crudos, Limp Wrist 
and Talk Is Poison.A wonderfully abrasive 7”. The 
punx have been sufficiently upped! 


GAIL 


Typical Cats — 3 (GALAPAGOS4) 
| hope there is an instrumental version of this 
coming soon ... excellent production. 


Micachu and the Shapes - 


Never (ROUGH TRADE) 
This artist played an in-store in Berkeley and 
caught my attention. Angular, unique and great. 


Iris Dement -— Sing the Delta 
(REDEYE) 

How long did it take? Eight years? Well worth 
the wait. 


Kendrick Lamar - good kid, 
m.A.A.d city (INTERSCOPE) 


Heartbreaker. 


Iris Dement - Sing the Delta 
(FLARIELLA) 

A welcome return to recording after an absence 
of nearly a decade, Iris Dement’s latest ranks 
among the finest releases of last year. Her voice 
has lost none of its twangy individuality and is 
as unique as the people and stories in Dement’s 
lyrics. Musically the album’s twelve tracks bring 
together Dement’s country and _ pentecostal 
roots with a healthy dose of gospel influences. 
Here’s hoping her next release won't be so long 
in coming. 
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Freddie Roulette — Jammin’ 


with Friends (ELECTRIC SNAKE) 

Great new release by a true one-of-a-kind origi- 
nal. In the hands of Freddie Roulette, the basic 
lap steel guitar becomes a uniquely expressive 
instrument seemingly without bounds. Most of 
the album’s 10 tracks are blues based, but Rou- 
lette just uses them as starting points for some 
truly amazing playing that borders on the psy- 
chedelic. If Jeff Beck played lap steel, this is what 
he might sound like. Other musicians helping 
out on the album include guitarists Harvey Man- 
del and Rich Kirch, violinist David LaFlamme, 
keyboardist Pete Sears and vocalists Kathi Mc- 
Donald and Davey Patterson. 


World Famous Headliners — 


World Famous Headliners 

(BIG YELLOW DOG MUSIC) 

Fine set of originals by a threesome better known 
for writing songs for others than themselves. 
Singer/guitarists Al Anderson, Shawn Camp and 
Pat McLaughlin offer up 13 songs that reflect 
their ease in turning out a memorable phrase 
or crafting first class guitar hooks. Their easygo- 
ing vocals blend together effortlessly, and there’s 
a bit of the tasteful guitar playing that should 
please fans of Anderson’s days with NRBQ. This 
album would sit nicely amongst the Rockpile-era 
releases of Dave Edmunds and Nick Lowe. 


They All Played for Us - 


Various Artists (ARHOOLIE) 

Amazing document in pictures, music and text 
of the three-day festival celebrating Arhoolie 
Records’ 50th anniversary. Recorded in Febru- 
ary 2011 at Berkeley’s Freight & Salvage as a 
benefit for the Arhoolie Foundation, the album’s 
70 tracks contain a sampling of the wide range 
of musical styles that reflect Arhoolie owner 
Chris Strachwitz’s own musical tastes, including 
Mexican, string band, Cajun, bluegrass, old-timey, 
traditional jazz, gospel, blues and folk. Besides 
the music, the release features more than 200 
photos of the event shot by photographer Mile 
Melnyk as well as stories and remembrances 
by the various musicians and Chris Strachwitz. 
Some of the 70 musicians included on the set 
include Los Cenzontles, Peter Rowan, David 
and Michael Doucet, Treme Brass Band, Barbara 
Dane, Savoy Family Band, Eric & Suzy Thompson, 
Campbell Brothers, Country Joe McDonald, Taj 
Mahal & Ry Cooder. 


ia Charlie is My Darling 
(1965/2012) — Directed by 
Peter Whitehead 


Nearly forgotten about 1965 documentary 


about two days on the road with the then 
barely three-year-old Rolling Stones. Captured 
on stage, backstage, traveling to and from gigs 
and the occasional fan riot, Charlie Is My Darling 
shows the Stones before their bad boy image 
had fully evolved. Live footage from two Irish 
gigs show the bands original line-up was straight 
forward but effective in pumping out their R&B- 
tinged rock to a screaming fan base. Interspersed 
with backstage musical bits including off the cuff 
run throughs of songs by Elvis, Fats Domino and 
the Beatles along with interviews of the band 
show the Stones were not quite as interested 
in charming the public as were their Liverpool 
rivals. The restored DVD/Blu-ray release of the 
film includes a newly edited 65 minute version 
as well as the original director’s and producer 
cuts. The super-deluxe box set includes a CD 
version of the soundtrack as well as a CD and 
10” vinyl versions of more live recordings from 
England circa 1965. 


Tip: 

If youre still looking for more in the world of print after 
perusing Amoeba’s ever-expanding selection of magazines 
and books, check out Issues near the corner of Piedmont 
and Glen Ave in Oakland. They have an amazing selection 
of magazines in all genres, a friendly and knowledgable 
staff and often as not will be playing something interesting 
procured from the Amoeba bins. 


KAISER 


Berkeley Boomerang, ne’er-do-well. 
Miserablist. Fond of annoying formats 
for music. 


Swans — The Seer (YOUNG GoD) 

Not local No. 3 — An amazing return to form 
from Gira and co. Punishing. Long. Devastating. 
Like you wish your sex life was. And if you like 
that sort of thing live, you might wanna bring 
some earplugs ... your sternum will vibrate 
enough, thank you. My big quibble is that songs 
get sliced in half when listening on vinyl as you 
flip the records, so it’s a good thing the CD ver- 
sion came with a bonus live DVD to make a 
double purchase more palatable. 


Gospeed You! Black Emperor 


—Allelujah! Don’t Bend! Ascend! 
(CONSTELLATION) 

Not local No. 2 — This was a long time waiting. 
Welcome back, and a hell of a return! Amazing 
as always live, too. LP comes with 7”, making 
everything nice. Like the Swans release also on 
this list, if you need a description of the music, 
you need to introduce yourself to this group on 
your own time. It’s well worth the effort. 
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Ingenting Kollektiva — 


Lost Beyond Telling (iNvisiBLe BIRDS) 

Local No. | — CD + DVD set following up from 
the previous LP Fragments of Night, this is an- 
other excursion into shifting forms and atmo- 
spheres by this Kollektiv of sound and film art- 
ists. Mesmerizing and beautiful, haunted, hushed 
... an entire night’s worth of dreams assembled 
into two pieces of silvery plastic. | don’t know 
how much to say about this wonderful ensem- 
ble, their releases thus far are far and away the 
best “ambient” music I’ve heard recently. Excel- 
lent at most any volume, a perfect soundtrack to 
drift — whether to sleep, to think, or to stare 
into space and empty your thoughts. Beautiful. 





Bruce Anderson — Bresson + 


No Visible Scars (PETIT MAL Music) 
Local Nos. 5 & 6 — Two releases by Brother 
Bruce Anderson this year, and both limited 3” 
CDs clocking in around 20 minutes each. These 
go well as a pair, with the first (Bresson) be- 
ing a solo recording of archtop acoustic guitar, 
the second (No Visible Scars) solo electric. Two 
sides of Bruce’s delicate tones of beauty, despair, 
longing and dissolution. Each one limited to 75 
copies, so don’t hesitate if you want admission 
into the screenings of his invisible and inherently 
beautiful soundtracks. Poignant and bare, these 
two discs stand testament to the greatness of 
one of the most individual and distinct guitar 
players to grace our time. 


Grale — Eternity (ALETHIOMETER) 

Local No.4 —A new combining of some (hope- 
fully by now) familiar names from the Bay Area 
scene — Grale is Dale and son Nico Sophiea, 
Bruce Anderson and Gregory Hagan. Bruce and 
Dale are founding and current MX-80 mem- 
bers, and Mr. Hagan has been plying his trade 
of viola, voice and electronics in several local 
outfits including Common Eider King Eider 
and Thomas Carnacki. This release is two long 
pieces, segmented into seven tracks smoothly 
for you people with short attention spans. The 
first was done live at the ATA in SF the other 
a studio recording, both absolutely enveloping 
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in scope and scale. These recordings suck you 
into another mindset, deeper with each listen 
as more narratives unfold behind your earholes. 
Gorgeous stuff, and quite the good band for live 
soundtracking as well. Look, or listen for them, 
in a theater near you soon. 


Black Sun Roof — Feral (VHF) 

Not local No. | — LP + CD, not one or the oth- 
er, you get both in this ear-shredding package! 
Matthew Bower and cohorts Samantha Davies 
and at times Gordon Sharpe (?!?) bring a black- 
ened knife edge to the previously perhaps too 
“ambient” drone project Sunroof! and it smacks 
like some vintage Skullflower into your cranium. 
Not something for the faint of heart by any 
means, this was bred to push needles into the 
red and make your speakers scream in submis- 
sion. The included CD is a 77 minute collection 
of solo Bower material, and it does not feel like 
an afterthought. Ranging from the piano based 
intro track through attacks of guitar scree/feed- 
back, odd electronics and crunchy noise to a 
place that is about as foreign to today’s guitar 
music as MBV’s Loveless was when it was a new 
release. Highly, highly recommended! 


Thomas Carnacki - Oar of 


Panmuphle (ALETHIOMETER) 

Local No. 3 — The hermetic Thomas Carnacki 
was a busy fellow this past year or so, releas- 
ing both a super limited (now sadly sold out) 3” 
CD and also this beast of uncertain uneasiness. 
Oar of Panmuphle is, like other Thomas Carnacki 
recordings, a bit of a group effort, taking in the 
talents and contributions of several (sometimes 
unknowing) people, mashed together with a 
dash of surrealism and spat out on an ornate 
platter. But this one, being the latest full-length, is 
a bit more matured than the previous releases, a 
smoother ride into a strange aural circumstance. 
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This one will even sing to you if you ask it nicely! 
Excellent work, and another very fine sound- 
track to several short mental films. Catch them 
live when you can. 


Tip: 

In case you hadn’t noticed, the SF Bay Area is home to a 
very distinct community of unabashedly romantic experi- 
mental musicians, whose invisible soundtracks combine 
beauty, innovation and a sense of forboding dread. Listen. 


JOEY 


Senior cashier. 


Z’EV and Bob Bellerue — 


Felt, If Not Seen (PHAGE TAPES) 
Release of a live performance from 2010. Medi- 
tative percussion from Z’ev with electronics 
from Bob Bellerue (of REDGLAER, KILT, and Il 
Corral). Serious sounds for serious people. Lim- 
ited to 500 copies. 


Carter Tutti Void — Transverse 
(MUTE) 


Stoney electronic grooves to melt your mind to. 


First time | heard anything from this was at four 


o’clock in the morning on a rainy drive north. 


Thank you, KALX. 


Christian Cosmos — The Sharp 
Lines That Delineate His Robes 
| 2”? (BED OF NAILS) 

Dominick Fernow has gone on to something 
more rhythmic and anti-Xtian. Hints of this and 
VATICAN SHADOW in late PRURIENT. Keep 
an eye out for more Bed of Nails |2’’s. 





Circuit Wound -— Fight or Flight 

(NEFARIOUS ACTIVITIES) 

First full-length release from L.A.-area Jay How- 
ard in a couple of years. Like power tools singing 
at a karaoke bar while everyone else is dead. 
Limited to 50 copies. 


ia The Master (2012) -— Directed 


by Paul Thomas Anderson 
Anderson working on an adaptation of Pyn- 
chon’s Inherent Vice seems to make sense after 
watching this one. “We have struggled against 
the day and won.’ 


Youth Code — 
Demonstrational Cassette 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

“No Cops.” Limited to 50 copies. 


JK Flesh / Prurient - 
Worship Is The Cleansing Of 


The Imagination (HYDRA HEAD) 
Hydra Head’s last release. 


Luperci — Scorched Earth 

(SONIC MEDITATIONS) 

Multi-instrumentalist J. Angelo brought his gear 
to the Bay and it hasn’t been the same since. His 
Luperci project is made up of sitar sounds that 
must be making Ravi Shankar turn in his grave. 


Tip: 
Call (510) BAD-SMUT for show listings. Leave a message. 


JNAST 


... The Raja of My Perceived Reality... 


Mr. Williamz — Dancehall 
Hobby 12” EP (AHTAR)) 


Heavy Dancehall Vocals & Riddims, reminiscent 
of ’80s/early 90s styles. Well worth pickin’ up 
and bumping at the club or in your house. 


Francis Bebey — African 
Electronic Music 1975-1982 


(BORN BAD) 
This is a collection of Cameroon “Renaissance 
Man” Francis Bebey’s late seventies early eight- 
ies electro-afro-pop tunes. Bebey is a novelist, 
journalist, sculptor, musician, etc. and put to- 
gether some very catchy and danceable tracks 
partially gathered together here on this compi- 


lation. If you are a fan of drum machines and 
pop-synth plus West-African music, you may just 
dig this one. 


Ilaiyaraaja — Fire Star: 
Synth-Pop & Electro-Funk From 


Tamil Films 1984-1989 

(BOMBAY CONNECTION) 

Bombay Connection Records did it again with 
another great compilation of Indian pop film 
music. If you enjoyed the early 90s Dance Raja 
Dance Luaka Bop collection of Vijaya Anand, you 
will definitely like this. Major synthesized ’80s 
magic from Tamil’s Kollywood! 


Dirty Projectors — Swing Lo 
Magellan (Domino) 

Dirty Projectors come out with another record 
of interesting guitar parts, creative drum pat- 
terns and nice harmonies. If you haven’t heard 
them before, check them out on our listening 
stations and see if they strike your fancy as they 
have mine. 


yMusic — Beautiful Mechanical 
(NEW AMSTERDAM) 

This album came out a couple of years ago, but 
| think it passed many people’s radars. This is 
the album of a small orchestral group covering 
pop/rock artists in a very tasteful and creative 
way. Here is an apt description from the label 
about the group: yMusic is a group of young per- 
formers who are actively engaged and equally 
comfortable in the overlapping classical and 
pop music worlds. Not only do its members 
regularly play with classical institutions like the 
New York Philharmonic and the Orchestra of St. 
Luke’s, but they are active recitalists, arrangers, 
and commissioners, and have served key roles 
in touring and fulfilling indie rock visions from 
Sufjan Stevens to Bon Iver to The National. 


Tip: 

“And the angel said to him, Stop hitting yourself! But he 
could not stop, for the angel was hitting him, with his own 
hands” 


i \ 
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JORDAN 


“Yo, keep an eye on these juggalos 
creepin in the hip-hop section while | go 
praise | Jah!” 


Synthetic ID — Apertures 

(1-2-3-4 GO!/ERSTE THEKE TONTRAGER) 

My personal favorite release of this year. Aper- 
tures, the first full length release from Synthetic 
ID, builds on the momentum of the White Walls 
7” released in early 2012.This shit is genius! 


Ex-Cult — Ex-Cult (Goner) 
Sometimes clean, sometimes lo-fi garage punk 
with urgent hardcore influenced vocals. This re- 
cord is exactly what you’d expect from a Mem- 
phis garage band recording in S.F with Ty Segal 
on the dials ... or maybe not. 


FIDLAR — FIDLAR (mon + Pop) 
Awesome follow up to last years fast and rowdy 
DIYDUI 7” on White Iris and No Waves/No Ass 
7” on Mom + Pop.There first full length is filled 
with agitated, sloppy, aggressive skate/surf punk 
anthems abounding with enthusiasm! Fuck It 
Dog Life’s A Risk! 


The Orwells — Remember When 
(AUTUMN TONE) 

Throwback garage from five guys who aren’t 
even old enough to legally buy smokes. The Or- 
wells sound stems from five talented |7-year- 
olds spinning The Trashmen, The Seeds and Black 
Lips on heavy rotation and putting their own 
unique spin on it. 


Criminal Code — Hallowed 7” 
(DERANGED) 

Hardcore punk laced with haunting post-punk 
noise! 
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ia The Comedy (2012) - 


Directed by Rick Alverson 

This is the future of dark comedy. Tim Heideck- 
er is genius at all things awkward and uncom- 
fortable! 


Meat Market — Meat Market 
(UNDER THE GUN) 

Representing Oakland, these young jerks are 
one of my favorite new local garage outfits! Meat 
Market crank out catchy pop garage riddled 
with surfy background vocals laden with plenty 
of hooks over jangly surf guitar riffs. Apparently 
this is what your kids are into. 


Tip: 

Other great albums from late 2012: UV Race — Racism, 
Tyvek — On Triple Beams, Legendary Wings — Legendary 
Wings, Low Pressure — Screens, Red Dons — Auslander 
7”, OBN III’s — OBN III’s, Useless Eaters — Addicted to 
the Blade 7”, Mean Jeans/Big Eyes split 7”, Needles — 
Desesperacion 7”, Sonny Vincent & Bad Reactionsv 7”, 
Pangea— Killer Dreams 7”... 


2013 releases to look forward to: Bad Sports, Oblivians, 
Black Lips, Criminal Code, Mean Jeans, Jacuzzi Boys ... 


MICHAEL 


~ https://soundcloud.com/selaroda ~ 
~ http://selaroda.bandcamp.com/ ~ 


Chris Cohen — Overgrown Path 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

A breezy record of modern pop with classic 
influences from this former Deerhoof member 
... he’s got a nice singing voice, played all the 
instruments himself, and the whole thing is just 
progressive enough to keep it interesting. 


En — Already Gone 

(STUDENTS OF DECAY) 

Fantastic new album from this local S.F duo. 
Shimmering drones, washes of beautiful melody, 
echoing layers of cosmic bliss ... really nice for 
either late-night winding down or for deliberate 
morning awakening. 


Panabrite — The Baroque 


Atrium (PRESERVATION) 

One of several albums that this artist dropped 
in 2012, and they’re all great. Panabrite’s music 
makes you feel like your're floating though a fu- 
turistic city with glowing glass architecture, sur- 
rounded by magical cascades of watery synthe- 
sizer melodies ... If you dig this, check out the 
LPs he released on Digitalis and Aguirre, too! 





Oren Ambarchi - Sagittarian 


Domain (EDITIONS MEGO) 

A dark, ominous hybrid of minimalism & 
krautrock with warped synths and processed 
strings. A single 33-minute track, featuring a 
heavy, lurching groove that straddles the line 
between organic and synthetic, rock and elec- 
tronic,and makes me want to turn it up loud.Af- 
ter the beat dies down, an achingly fragile string 
arrangement takes the final, five-minute section 
into melancholy soundtrack mode ... a fitting 
end to an epic work. 


Duane Pitre — Feel Free 
(IMPORTANT) 

This sparse, meditative journey is a well-execut- 
ed evolution of texture and melody based on a 
handful of instruments playing an evolving series 
of harmonics, melodies, and drones in just into- 
nation. Reminiscent of Brian Eno’s classic Thurs- 
day Afternoon, with a warmer, acoustic palette, it 
allows the listener to bask in the vaguely ex- 
otic sounding harmonic resonance as it unfolds 
slowly and luxuriously. 


Ashan -To Return To 

(INNER ISLANDS) 

Spiritually uplifting melodic mantras from this 
local Oakland artist who mines the fertile field 
found somewhere between folk, electronic, am- 
bient, and pop music ... this one, along with all 
of his other work, grows on me a little more 
with each listen. 


Can —- Lost Tapes (MUTE/SPOON) 

The holy grail for Can fans! Three full CDs or 
five LPs of unreleased Can from the classic era 
... not necessarily for neophytes, but a real rev- 
elation for those who are already initiated in the 


cult of these classic Krautrock legends. | have 
always wished that Can had released about 10 
more LPs from 1970-74, but | suppose this is 
about as close to that as possible. 


Lumerians — The Weaning 
And The Dreaming 


(SANITY MUFFIN) 

Just one of many fine tapes released during 
2012 on the always excellent Sanity Muffin 
label, which is based right here in Oakland! 
This tape finds Lumerians shifting modes from 
their usual space-rock grooves to a fascinat- 
ing array of cavernous, ominous ambiance ... 
very nice! 


Evan Caminiti — Night Dust 
(IMMUNE) 

Excellent solo work from Evan, who is one half 
of local psych-jammers Barn Owl. Sounding at 
once intimate and monstrous, this record is 
filled with dark, hazy, washes of ambient guitar 
and synth. The tracks here seem to function as a 
soundtrack to a film that does not exist, evoking 
desolate landscapes as viewed through the light 
of the moon which has been mostly obscured 
by thick clouds. 


Jon Porras — Black Mesa 

(THRILL JOCKEY) 

This was one of several 2012 releases from Jon, 
who is also one half of Barn Owl. The pieces 
here are like a desert ... expansive, seemingly 
endless horizons glaze over at the edge of per- 
ception, as the dry heat rises from the sand 
while the sun glows high overhead. 


Sondra Sun-Odeon - Aethera 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Beautiful solo LP from this former Silver Summit 
songstress. She builds on the dark, ethereal folk- 
rock of her former band, crafting an excellent 
album of poignant, moody, guitar-based tunes. 
Some wonderful cello and viola arrangements 
are a nice touch, adding even more depth to 
her songs and complimenting her otherworldly 
voice. 


Marielle V. Jakobsons - 


Glass Canyon (STUDENTS OF DECAY) 
This Oakland-based member of Date Palms and 
Myrmyr uses synthesizers and viola to create 
a lovely album of warm, ambient soundscapes. 
Some tracks percolate with bubbly electonic 
pulses, while others drift along on a current 
of subtle variation and vibration, making for a 
unique and engrossing listen. 
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Octavius — Laws (MANNEQUIN) 
Fully futuristic yet somehow vaguely classic ... 
tomorrow is yesterday’s eternal dream ... grids 
and graphs of machines attach to form cycical 
rhythm patterns ... complexly minimal, roughly 
refined, shrouded in darkness, slippery in rhyme 
... origins point to transmissions from a planet 
beyond all currently known realms ... a cabal 
of sonic aliens whispering words of wisdom 
. a portal to a place outside the existence 
of time ... 


Tip: 

As always, some of my favorite music from 2012 was 
made by friends of mine and performed at small clubs, 
houses and warehouses in Oakland, Berkeley and San 
Francisco. The personal connection cannot be overempha- 
sized, as it truly adds to the beauty of music, sort of like 
feeling more grounded in the place where you live because 
you know your neighbors. | am thankful for the continued 
inspiration I find through the many folks | meet and inter- 
act with on my musical journey, both inside and outside 
this wonderful record store. 


RAMO 


2012 was a great year for 
releases across all genres. 
| could go on and on... 


Chief -— Shadows Collision 

(FEELIN’ MUSIC) 

Swiss producer delivers a Dilla-esque romp 
through the dark where the light at the end of 
the tunnel gives way to cascading notes of soul- 
ful electronica lightly sprinkled with soul and 
hip-hop samples.A smooth and organized chaos 
for your listening pleasure. Vinyl-only release. 
Comes with a download card. 
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Blackhouse — The Blackhouse 
(MELLO MUSIC GROUP) 

A fruitful collaboration between Georgia Anne 
Muldrow and Lootpack’s DJ Romes, with GAM 
on the beats and DJR on the cuts. Sounding like 
an aggressive call-to-arms without being at all 
politcal, this sexy, futuristic throwback electro- 
hop will get you off your ass. Conjures images of 
early 80s style basement parties with low ceil- 
ings where blasts the timeless sound that every 
breaker wants to break to, every popper wants 
to pop to, every D] wants on his tables, and ev- 
ery head wants to nod to. Whether you were 
there or not, this DeLorean will bring you back 
to the future.Vinyl and CD release. 


Thavius Beck — The Most 


Beautiful Ugly (PLUG RESEARCH) 

L.A. producer/rapper Thavius Beck aka Adlib 
(of Global Phlowtations fame) delivers anoth- 
er phenomenal beat album, though it is much 
more than that.An emotional and soaring epic 
that spans the gamut from hope and satisfac- 
tion to fear and paranoia. A sonic masterpiece 
that seems to fill the spaces between spaces 
and makes you want to puff up your chest with 
breath and feel the solidity of being alive. Vinyl 
and CD release. Double white vinyl comes with 
bonus EP The Heavens Bleed Sunshine and down- 
load card. 


2econd Class Citizen — 


The Small Minority (EQUINOX) 
Sounds of the traveling mystery man. The London- 
based producer provides an instrumental sound- 
track to your panic as you run for your life through 
the streets of an unfamiliar city. Hectic and com- 
pelling at times, while comforting and nostalgic at 
others. Got a mission to pull off? Put this in your 
ear holes to give you the gumption.Vinyl and CD 
release.Vinyl includes download card. 


Edison — Travel Till Tilt 
(FIELDWERK RECORDINGS) 

A tour-only CD that Amoeba Berkeley was 
lucky enough to get a few copies for the store. 
A clacky, machine-like boom bap with fuzzy 
guitar samples and layered accordions. Tons of 
interesting and beautiful noise with thought pro- 
voking song titles that the Bay Area producer is 
known for.A must have for any beat-nerd. CD- 
only release. 


P.O.S — We Don’t Even Live 


Here (RHYMESAYERS) 
Anthemic on the whole, Doomtree native POS. 
pushes the boundaries of sound and genre, 


mixing hip-hop and electronica, delivered with 
that same punk attitude. Features guests Sims 
and Mike Mictlan, both of Doomtree, Justin Ver- 
non of Bon Iver, Astronautalis and more; with 
production duties handled by Lazerbeak, Cecil 
Otter, Boys Noize, PO.S and others. Easily one 
of the best albums of 2012. He was forced to 
cancel his WDELH tour due to a serious medi- 
cal illness requiring a new kidney. In lieu of a tour, 
a few benefit shows were held to raise money 
for him. So show some support for someone 
who has done more for hip-hop than anyone 
you hear on the radio right now and BUY HIS 
ALBUM. Vinyl is a picture disc. 


Myka 9 & Factor - 


Sovereign Soul (FAKE FOUR INC.) 
Anyone thinking that the Old Guard of Project 
Blowed and L.A. proper has been resting on his 
laurels would be sorely misguided. Consistent 
style-messiah Myka 9 joins forces with Canadian 
master-producer Factor to bring an excellent 
exercise in international relations. Strong lyrical 
savvy meets tailored instrumental sophistication. 
Don’t sleep. 


Tip: 

Come into the store and search out the green “Recom- 
mended By” stickers with an employees name. Talk to the 
person for more great recommendations. Chances are they 
have interests outside their genre comfort zone. Mac loves 
hugs from strangers ... 


SPENSAUR 
COOPER 


In-store promotions, rock floor monkey 
and professional crazy handler ... 


Green Day — Uno, Dos, Tre 
(WARNER) 

The only review I’m writing for this issue is 
more of an explanation for why these three 
albums are on my list. | heard that my histori- 
cally favorite band was going to release a three- 
album series, and while the idea excited me, | 
knew it would be hard to pull off three albums 
worth of great punky pop songs. | told myself, 
“If | can make one album’s worth of songs from 
the three albums, I'll be happy.’ After all was 
said and done, | thought the complete collec- 
tion was mediocre and seemed a bit phoned 
in. But | took out my favorite songs from all 
three albums (18 tracks) and organized said 
songs into the album Green Day SHOULD 
have released. So Uno, Dos & Tre make their way 


onto this round of Music We Like because of 
the best of the sessions, which for fans who 
follow the band have it measure up to some- 
where around Warning. Not the best of their 
career, but also some quality pop hooks and 
chord structures in there too. 


Baader Brains - 


New Era Hope Colony 12” EP 
(CLEAN PLATE/EBULLITION/EMPYRE) 


Bikini Kill — Bikini Kill EP 
(BIKINI KILL) 


Street Eaters — Street Eaters 
| 2”? (CUT THE CORD) 


Arctic Flowers — Procession 
| 2%? (SELF-RELEASED) 


Hunting Party — Sub Rosa with 


Whispered Pacts 7” 
(HESITATION WOUNDS) 


Synthetic ID — Apertures 
(1-2-3-4-GO! RECORDS) 


Needles — Desesperacion 7” 
(IRON LUNG) 


Bg 
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Since 1967 


New and Used Books 
In All Subjects 


PLUS 


Magazines, Movies, Music, 
Journals, Games, Cards, 
& More! 


We Buy Books & More Daily 
Cash OR Trade 


506 Clement @ 6th Ave 
(415) 387-2272 
greenapplebooks.com 
Open Late Daily 
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SAN FRANCISCO 





KINDLE 


photograpricer / rad times haverer 


Uncle Acid and the Deadbeats 
— Blood Lust (METAL BLADE) 


Kadavar — Kadavear (TEE PEE) 


Golden Void — Golden Void 
(THRILL JOCKEY) 


Graveyard — Lights Out 
(NUCLEAR BLAST) 


The Shrine — Primitive Blast 
(TEE PEE) 


Tip: 

Music is like a fine wine ... youre suppose to spit out ... 
but no way Jose! This stuff tastes like fruit! And thats all 
she wrote! 


AARON ARAKI 


“.. um no, I’m a mocker.” 


Divine Fits — A Thing Called 


Divine Fits (MERGE) 

Divine Fits sound like a cross between Spoon 
and Handsome Furs, which makes perfect sense 
considering it’s the new project by Spoon’s Britt 
Daniel and Handsome Furs’ Dan Boeckner. Britt 
Daniel fans seem to think it sounds more like 
Spoon, while Dan Boeckner fans seem to think it 
sounds more like Handsome Furs and Wolf Pa- 
rade. Either way it’s a great companion to either 
bands’ collection, melding stripped-down guitar 
rock with tasteful synths and catchy melodies. 





Tame Impala — Lonerism 
(MODULAR) 

Tame Impala’s follow up to 2010’s Innerspeaker 
is a bit spacier, and possibly less immediate, but 
is anchored down by the band’s ear for great 
melody, guitar lines and its ability to wrangle 
what could be a psychedelic mess of noises into 
an engaging sound-scape. “Apocalypse Dreams” 
is a driving mix of 60s pop and ’80s psychedelia, 
“Elephant” sounds like George Harrison front- 
ing Black Sabbath and “Feels Like We Only Go 
Backwards” is one of those anthems that you 
and all your friends wish you had written and 
are not going to get out of your head any time 
soon. 


The Ronettes — Presenting the 
Fabulous Ronettes featuring 


Veronicd (SUNDAZED/PHILLES) 

Some have said that “Be My Baby” is the great- 
est single ever produced, some have said that 
mono is the only way to listen to a recording, 
and many have argued that nothing beats lis- 
tening to an album on vinyl. But regardless of 
what anyone thinks about all that, there’s noth- 
ing more romantic than slipping this Ronettes 
LP out of its slinky cover and laying it on your 
turntable. So listen up fellers: Next time you’re 
trying to impress that girl, forget that annoying 
clicking sound your iPod makes as you shuffle 
through your kajillion mp3s and pull this baby 
off your shelf. 


ia Quadrophenia (1979) - 
Directed by Franc Roddam 

The Ace Face of all Quadrophenia editions! The 
cult classic, based on The Who's rock opera of 
teenage angst and ’60s British mod culture, is 
back and looking better than ever. This Crite- 
rion package not only features a beautifully 
transferred print including a few missing scenes, 
but also a 1979 TV special about the making of 
the film (which includes the film’s dance instruc- 
tor teaching Sting his ballroom moves), and two 
French TV specials from the mid-’60s about the 
British Mod scene (including interviews with 
hopped up Mods, greasy rockers and even a 
bike-riding priest who gets his kicks hanging 
about teenagers in leather jackets. Blimey!) And 
for all you Who fans out there: One of the spe- 
cials includes really early footage of the band 
playing during their residency at The Marquee 
Club and an interview with a 19-year-old Pete 
Townshend. “Get in there my son!” 
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The Crystals — He’s a Rebel 
(SUNDAZED/PHILLES) 

A main contender in Sundazed’s vinyl reissues 
of Phil Spector’s Philles Records catalog. ’’He’s a 
Rebel” showcases the infamous producer in his 
best element: 60s girl groups. Somehow Spec- 
tor manages to maintain the innocent charm of 
The Crystals vocals while turning each tune into 
a lush piece of pop art. Besides the classic title 
track, this LP includes “On Broadway” and the 
ever-infamous “He Hit Me (It Felt Like a Kiss).” 
And if that ain’t enough, it’s got a real slam-bang 


ANDREW 


Bollywood Steel Guitar - 


Various Artists 

(SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 

This standout from the Sublime Frequencies cat- 
alog got pressed up on wax this past year. This 
fantastic comp, focusing on Bollywood’s golden 
age, pulls tracks from rare soundtracks and al- 
bums by India’s best electric steel guitar players. 
These instrumentals are full of tasty licks. 


Shoes — One In Versailles/ 
Bazooka/Black Vinyl Shoes/ 


Present Tense Demos 

(NUMERO GROUP) 

Though the power-pop label will always be at- 
tached to Shoes, they are a band that are so 
much more. Being fans of rock ’n’ roll and the 
irresistible hook, the Shoes took to building 
their own basement studio, recording album 
after album full of wonderful original material 
and self-releasing them in small runs. Until now 
these gems were near-impossible to track down, 
let alone hear. For the first time, they are now 
easily attainable. The ballads on these albums 
sound classic upon first listen, and even the 
rockers have a dreamy feel to them, probably 
due to the fact that they are technically home 
recordings. Their first LP One In Versailles, is my 
personal fave. Their 2nd, Bazooka, had remained 
unreleased until now, so was highly anticipated 
on my end. Next falls Black Vinyl Shoes, which was 
the grower that had me fall for them in the first 
place. The Present Tense Demos LP is exactly that: 
demos for what would become their first major 
label release. | suggest buying them in pairs. 


Creedence Clearwater Revival 


- The Concert/Live In Europe 

(4 MEN WITH BEARDS) 

Both of these titles are worth a listen. CCR 
have so many classics that the two set lists vary 
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considerably, and even the crossovers are worth 
comparison, as these straight-ahead rock ’n’ 
rollers could jam out and steal a show amongst 
the best of ’em. Concert shows the band at the 
height of their abilities in 1970, playing the Oak- 
land Coliseum, and Live In Europe collects high- 
lights from their last tour overseas, when the 
band was down to a power trio, the emphasis 
certainly being power. 


Lee Hazlewood -— A House Safe 


For Tigers (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 

An obscure soundtrack to an even more obscure 
film. This is a lost artifact from Hazlewood’s 
Swedish years.As an escape from overdue suc- 
cess from his collaborations with Nancy Sinatra, 
Hazlewood made his home in Sweden for some 
time. But Sweden was no vacation as he still did 
his hard living, writing, collaborating and even 
acting while there. During its original release 
in the early ’70s, this soundtrack never made it 
across seas to the U.S., which is a shame, as it 
has something from all of Hazlewood’s sides: the 
dramatic epic orchestrations, the stripped down 
sensitive moments and, of course, the light- 
hearted romps as well. 


AUDRA 
WOLFMANN 


weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, seances, 
and home foreclosures. 








1) Bored to Death: 
The Complete Third Season 
(2011) - Created by 


Jonathan Ames 
RIP But great last season. |’m going to miss these 


guys. 





() Eastbound & Down: 

The Complete Third Season 
(2012) -— Created by 
Danny McBride 


“Look at ya'll, jumpin’ around like a bunch of child 
molesters in Chuck E. Cheese.” 


C) Mad Men: Season Five (2012) 


- Created by Matthew Weiner 
“Who knows why people in history did good things? 
For all we know Jesus was trying to get the loaves 
and fishes account.” 


C) Boardwalk Empire: 
The Complete Second Season 
(2012) -— Created by 


Terence Winter 

“Success has many fathers, dear. Failure is an or- 
phan.” Just when you think this show can’t get 
any more brutal, beautiful or bizarre, it does. 
These are characters that never leave you. 


ia Bernie (2012) -— Directed by 
Richard Linklater 


“Well, Bernie was so nice, so accommodating, so will- 
ing to keep from hurting other people’s feelings, he 
just couldn’t tell anybody to piss off.’ Based on a 
true story, Linklater makes that fact intrinsic to 
the format of the film. In this mash-up of docu- 
mentary and black comedy, real participants in 
the history of this sorted tale double as actors 
and actors double as interviewees. One of the 
most exciting things I’ve seen done to subvert 
story telling in film since ... Zelig? 


ia Dark Shadows (2012) - 
Directed by Tim Burton 


“We don’t have horses; we have a Chevy.” Look, 
some movies are just supposed to be fun. 


ia Moonrise Kingdom (2012) - 
Directed by Wes Anderson 


“Jiminy cricket, he flew the coop!” Like all Ander- 
son films, Moonrise Kingdom creates a specific and 
detailed magical world for the audience through 
amazing art direction, character development, 
script and (of course) MUSIC. The soundtrack is 
heavy on Hank Williams and Benjamin Britten, a 
dichotomy that adds to the dizzying magic. 


ia Zorro (1975) — Directed by 


Duccio Tessari 
The ol’ story of Zorro gets the Italian/French 
Spaghetti Western treatment in this latter-day 


Alain Delon vehicle. It’s not perfect, but it’s fun, 
and you'll love the theme song, “Zorro Is Back” 
(also used in Wes Anderson’s Bottle Rocket). 


Hunx — Hairdresser Blues 
(HARDLY ART) 


Thee Cormans — Halloween 


Record W/ Sound Effects 
(IN THE RED) 


Father John Misty — Fear Fun 
(SUB POP) 


Tip: 
Check out my TV-on-the-internet show Speakeasily: The 
Bay Area’s Burlesque Talk Show on Tradiov.com! 


BRENDAN 


| come from Massachusetts. 


Cheater Slicks — Reality 


is a Grape (COLUMBUS DISCOUNT) 
loud, awesome, this band is still great. 


Daddy Long Legs - 

Evil Eye on You (NoRTON) 

harmonica blowing, foot stompin’, hoot & hol- 
lerin’ goodness. 


Holly Golightly & the Broke- 


offs — Sunday Run Me Over 
(TRANSDREAMER) 

Awesome. More goodness from Holly and Law- 
yer Dave. Lawyer Dave is one of the greatest 
one-man bands I’ve ever heard — and he’s got 
Holly next to him. What else do you need? 


Creme Soda - Tricky Zingers 
(TRINITY) 

Oh my god ... somebody made it. Some sort of 
import reissue that looks just like it probably 
did in 1975. They played in the Midwest in the 
mid-’70s but sound like all your favorite bands 
from the ’60s and not in a cheesy way. There’s 
a bit of the Yardbirds, Stooges, Pink Floyd, some 
VU and a weird punky rockabilly song that just 
screams! It’s probably out of print already or 
something like that — but it was amazing while 
it lasted. 


Tip: 
bornpetrified.bandcamp.com — Oakland's finest 
one-man band 
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DANIMAL 


Sensation’s Fix — Music Is 


Painting In The Air (1974-77) 
(RVNG) 
space prog mind balm 


Roy Montgomery — Music 


From The Film Hey Badfinger 
(YELLOW ELECTRIC) 
imaginary soundtrack solo guitar sketches 


Lee Gamble — Diversions 
1994-1996 12” (PAN) 


Jungle mixtapes ambient detritus 


Dredd Foole — Blues Sermon 


With Congregation (HUMITO) 
ecstatic dosed free folk environments 


Oneohtrix Point Never -— Rifts 


- 5 LP Box Set (software) 
sci-fi echo/drift 


The Slaves — Ocean On Ocean 
(HELEN SCARSDALE) 
shoegaze devotionals 


Dariush Dolat-Shahi — 


Electronic Music, Tar & Sehtar 
(DEAD-CERT) 

electronically abstracted Persian folk master- 
piece 


Andy Stott — Luxury Problems 
(MODERN LOVE) 
half-speed euphoria 


Flying Lotus — Until The Quiet 
Comes (warp) 
cosmic dream collage 
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Burial — Truant/Rough Sleeper 
(HYPERDUB) 
night walk 


Tip: 
the Recollection GRM series 


CLIFF DIVER 


Freefallin’ since 1997 
Shaun Cassidy — Wasp (curs) 


Career-killing swansong from former teen idol, 
produced by and featuring Todd Rundgren and 
Utopia. 


lan Hunter — When I’m 


President (SLIMSTYLE) 
More sturm und drang than the nearest tempest 
in a teapot. 


Jeff Lynne — Long Wave 
(FRONTIERS) 
Pure pop bliss. 


Trey Parker, Matt Stone — 
The Book Of Mormon 
[Original Broadway Cast 


Recording] (GHOSTLIGHT) 

That rare artistic creation that completely an- 
nihilates its target with a love bomb. (Except for 
Disney. No love there.) 


Frank Zappa — Sleep Dirt 
(UNIVERSAL) 

Zappa's (nearly) entire catalog has been lovingly 
remastered and for the most part, returned to 
the preferred original mixes. This instrumental 
collection from the late seventies has always 
been a particular fave, along with its parent al- 
bum, the epic LATHER. Frank was right ... music 
is the best!! 


Blue Oyster Cult — 
The Columbia Albums 


Collection (COLUMBIA) 
Crucial! 


Bobby Bare — Darker Than 


Light (PLOWBOY) 

Seems like Bobby Bare keeps popping up on my 
best of lists. If you like your country straight, this 
is for you. 


Bob Dylan -— Dusquene Whistle/ 


Meet Me In The Morning 7” 
(COLUMBIA) 

This record store day release coupled the catchy 
opening number over the bard’s latest with a 
tantalizing teaser of an outtake from the Blood 
On The Tracks sessions, rumored to be Bootleg 
Series #1] ... stay tuned. 


Steve Miller Band — Number 5 
(EDSEL) 


Frank Zappa — Road Tapes 


Venue #1 

Stop the presses! With a few scant hours to go 
before the deadline for writing these reviews 
happens, this tasty little sucker just fell into 
my lap. What we have here ladies and gentle- 
men is the August, 25 1968 Mothers show from 
Vancouver, BC, in a glorious mono soundboard 
recording. This is the finest example of this in- 
carnation released to date and DEMANDS your 
attention. Nuff said. 


DAVID JAMES 


MUSIC!!! 


Cody ChesnuTT — Landing ona 


Hundred vibe) 
A testifying, soulful, funky album. 


Neneh Cherry & The Thing - 


The Cherry Thing 

(SMALLTOWN SUPERSOUND) 

I’m not sure where Neneh Cherry has been all 
these years, but she sounds great here being 
joined by out-jazz trio The Thing. An exhilarat- 
ing ride. 


Ron Miles — Quiver (ENA) 

This trio recording with support from Bill Frisell 
and Brian Blade is a perfect place to start if you 
want to find out about this too-little-noticed 
trumpet/cornet player and master melodicist. 
Check it out. It’s beautiful. 


Debo Band — Debo Band (sus pop) 


Frank Ocean — Channel Orange 
(DEF JAM) 


Anat Cohen — Claroscuro (ANzic) 





SNACKS WE LIKE 


‘%  PAPALOTE SALSA 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 


“S THREE TWINS 
ICE CREAM 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 


> ALIVE & RADIANT 
KALE CHIPS 


BERKELEY, CA 


“SS LOVE & HUMMUS 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 


“S TCHO CHOCOLATE 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 


PLUS TONS OF LOCAL & 
SEASONAL PRODUCE! 


WHOLE 
FOODS 


M A R K E T 


LOCATED ACROSS 
THE STREET FROM 
AMOEBA SF! 


690 Stanyan Street , SF 
415.876.6740 
Open Daily, 8am—10pm 


f facebook.com/WFMHaight 
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Diablos Del Ritmo — Various 


Artists (ANALOG AFRICA) 

Awesome compilation of Colombian music from 
the ’60s to the ’80s with one CD dedicated to 
the more African-centered and one of more 
“tropical” sounds. It’s all excellent! 


DUNCAN 


i buy movies. 


Pinback — Information 


Retrieved (TEMPORARY RESIDENCE) 

phew. they had me worried for a couple of 
years, but they’re finally back. if you love them, 
you should already have this. if you don’t love 
them, this will not change your mind. if you’ve 
not heard them, this is as good a place to start as 
any in their remarkably consistent and instantly 
recognizable catalog. 


ia DREDD (2012) - Directed by 


Pete Travis 

quite possibly the most slept-on major theatri- 
cal release of 2012. where were all the fans of 
robocop, mad max, and die hard? there’re even 
moments of ridley scott-esque sci-fi beauty and 
the most fetishised violence this side of dario 
argento; plus, another great performance from 
the criminally underused karl urban, and this 
time he does the whole thing with nothing but 
his mouth (the helmet stays on), voice and body 
language. there is no justice in the world ... and 
that’s why you need DREDD. 


ia Looper (2012) — Directed by 


Rian Johnson 

okay, joseph gordon-levitt’s willis-thetics can 
be a little distracting, at first, but it’s to rian 
(“brick”) johnson’s credit that i was so com- 
pletely wrapped up in this wildly unpredictable 
sci-fi/noir that i had no problem looking past it. 
also, this flick contains my favorite use of the 
old time-travel movie conceit of “changing-the- 
past-will-change-the-future,’ ever; it puts marty 
mcfly’s disolving guitar-arm to shame. 


im Children Who Chase Lost 
Voices (2011) — Directed by 
Makoto Shinkai 


the man the japanese have been calling “the new 
miyazaki” since he released his first, completely 
homemade short film, voices of a distant star, 
has finally made a full-on homage to the master 
and it is as close to the real thing as anyone’s 
likely to get. 
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C) Justified: Season 3 — Created 
by Graham Yost 


the third season finds raylan in his direst straits, 
yet, and facing off with the most gleefully BAD 
guy in the series’ history. 


() Girls: Season | — Created by 


Lena Dunham 

whether you love or hate lena dunham’s charac- 
ters, they feel undeniably real, and that’s always 
something which should be applauded. plus, this 
time out she has some input from judd apatow 
(remember “freaks & geeks’?); so even those 
who didn’t like dunham’s criterion collection ap- 
proved first professional feature, tiny furniture, 
may want to give this a chance. if you like noah 
baumbach, woody allen or eric rohmer, give her 
a look. 


ia Ninja Scroll (1993) —- 
Directed by Yoshiaki Kawajiri 


i didn’t think my favorite anime feature of all time 
could get any better. this transfer is BETTER. 


Tip: 
always appreciated. 


EDGARDO 


“Just because you put a cat in the oven 
doesn’t make it a biscuit.” 


Akina Nakamori — Akina Box 
1982-1991 (SACD/CD Hybrid 


Edition) (WARNER MUSIC JAPAN) 

An icon of Japanese pop, Akina has stayed rel- 
evant for the past 30 years by gradually reinvent- 
ing her art. This 18-disc box set collects her early 
albums she did for Warner Reprise, remastered 
in DSD and issued on SACD for superior sound 
quality. Each album is also available individually. 


Limited edition! 
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Nujabes — Spiritual State 
(HYDEOUT PRODUCTIONS) 

This posthumous release is a collection of 
“jazz-hop” DJ/producer Jun Seba’s work. The 
14 tracks are mostly jazz-inspired instrumental 
hip-hop cuts with occasional vocals/rap com- 
bined in a smooth sensual style. Guest artists 
include Uyama Hiroto, Cise Starr of CYNE, 
Pase Rock of Five Deez, Substantial and Haruka 
Nakamura. 





vw 


ia Swing Out Sister: Tokyo 
Stories (2012) — Directed by 


Hiroshi Shinbara 

This video features a live concert done in 2010 
at Billboard Tokyo featuring some recent mate- 
rial and past selections arranged and done in an 
unplugged acoustic setting producing a more 
intimate concert. The interspersed behind-the- 
scene travelogue segments are well-done and 
provide interesting counterpoint to the concert. 
Available in PAL Region 0 or NTSC Region 2 
DVD. 


ia Mnozil Brass: Blofeld (2012) 
- Directed by Ferdinando 
Chefalo 


This latest release from the bad boys of brass 
features a concert from January 2012 in Mu- 
nich’s Alte Kongresshalle. Their trademark virtu- 
osic instrumental playing and vocals, innovative 
staging, originality and humor are all in top form. 


Great video and audio quality and very funny 
bonus material. Available in NTSC & PAL DVD. 


Martha Argerich — Lugano 


Concertos (DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 
Ms.Argerich has participated in the Lugano Fes- 
tival for many years and this release contains 
concertos she performed during the festivals, 
some which have not been previously available 
in her discography, and all of these live record- 
ings are first-time releases. Her playing is superb, 
as usual, and the four CDs & 36-page book are 
housed in a hardcover slipcase. Very nice and 
budget-priced too! 


BEAN 


Sayonara! It’s bittersweet, but after 
over a decade, this is the last act in 
my years at Amoeba. I'll miss the music 
and the records. Props to all you out 
there keeping the faith! 


Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 


—- Push The Sky Away (AnTI) 

A new Nick Cave album? Oh yawn ... OK. So 
| swore off caring about new Nick Cave albums 
since it seemed like he’d fallen into an adult-con- 
temporary nosedive that there was no recover- 
ing from. (Seriously, was there even ONE good 
song on Nocturama?) Nevertheless, it seemed 
like he’d grown his balls back with Grinderman, 
and his new incarnation as a scriptwriter, film 
scorer and all-around “Renaissance Man’ gives 
me a little hope here. Sure, it’s worrying to see 
him without his right-hand man, Mick Harvey, 
and not-so-secret weapon, Blixa Bargeld, but 
maybe Warren Ellis’s expanding role in the band 
will make up for those two great losses. I’m not 
expecting greatness, but considering he’s one of 
the few artists | own more than 10 albums by, 
| can’t help but be curious. Don’t let us down 
Nick. 


Sic Alps/Six Organs of 
Admittance - Sic Alps/Ascent 


(DRAG CITY) 
Sometimes it feels weird putting the same bands 
in these “Best Of...” lists over & over again. But 


some bands deserve it. What the heck’s going 
on with Sic Alps anyway? Some little birdie told 
me they imploded quietly on tour and all found 
their own separate ways back to San Francisco. 
Then this magical albums drops from the sky 
along with a cryptic video for “Glyphs,” the lead 
off track on this album, wherein at least two 
of the usual suspects appear to still be in the 
band, but there’s also SOMEone getting burned 
in effigy. Whatever. It doesn’t matter. What does 
matter is that this is some pretty amazing psy- 
chedelic shit. Like mushrooms straight from 
the cowpatty. But don’t get me wrong, this ain’t 
none of that endless peace & love stoner jam 
kinda bullshit either. Most of these ditties are 
actual songs with a beginning, a middle and an 
end. Maybe just a few digressions into the land of 
scorchified guitar brutality on the way. Hey man, 
| think there’s even a string section on some of 
these songs! As far as the new Six Organs album 
goes, just do yourself a favor and listen to the 
first track, “Waswasa.” If that isn’t THEE MOST 
FANTASTIC GUITAR RIFF OF THE YEAR, you 
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need your ears cleaned out. Ask yourself these 
questions: Do you like guitars? Do you like hear- 
ing them used to their full potential? Do you 
like to think of you’re not a complete rube with 
your head stuck VERY FAR up your backside? 
If you answered any of these questions in the 
affirmative, then you have no excuse to not be 
having this record. 


ia Searching For Sugarman 
(2012) -— Directed by 
Malik Bendjelloul 


l’ll be honest with you, | actually haven’t watched 
this documentary yet. But | heard about Rodri- 
guez’s music & story soon after it was released. 
This is probably one of the most talked about 
music documentaries of last year. Don’t fight it, 
check it out. Sure, it’s another story of a “lost” 
rock idol that almost was. But in this case, the 
idol doesn’t burn out, fade into nothingness, and 
die a pauper. Maybe it’s proof that greatness IS 
rewarded. Or maybe it’s just a heartwarming 
story of human connection. At its simplest, it’s a 
story worth hearing about some guy that made 
some great music, and some other people that 
really loved it. 


Scott Walker — Bish Bosch (4p) 
Scott Walker’s music is cacophonous, unpleas- 
ant and difficult to to listen to. So why is this 
on everybody's “Best Of...” lists? Because Scott 
Walker is a damn legend, and when he makes 
music, you'd best listen. | might end up only lis- 
tening to this album a few times this year, and 
likely with decreasing regularity as time goes 
on. But the depths of its influence will never be 
fully plumbed. Walker’s rich voice is a joy to lis- 
ten to, an instrument hewed from the richest 
of raw material, a deep well of emotion full of 
complicated timbres. His compositions pulled 
from a limitless concept of music unbounded by 
bourgeois conventions of what is listenable. This 
is music that is truly free. But aside from that, 
Scott Walker is also really funny and there are 
fart jokes. 
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The Nig-Heist — The Nig-Heist 

(DRAG CITY) 

This reissue is a few years old but it deserves 
mention. Who was the Nig-Heist? If you ever 
saw Black Flag live post-Damaged (I never did, | 
was too young), they were probably the open- 
ing band. And you probably hated them. The 
Nig-Heist was the brainchild of Black Flag’s per- 
manent roadie, Mugger:a musically incompetent 
ne’er-do-well with completely unchecked hor- 
mones. Perfect! The Nig-Heist was both musi- 
cally unpleasant and lyrically offensive. Anyone 
who dared take this band seriously would be 
sorely disappointed. This Drag City compilation 
comes with a nicely screened cover and a bonus 
disc of live recordings that showcases the band’s 
puerile posturing to great effect. Listening to this 
disc, you will either end up on the floor a quiver- 
ing mass of offended sensibilities or suffocating 
with laughter. If you need the antidote to self- 
important overly serious punk posing, this is it. 


Tip: 
Eat well, drink well, drive like Mad Max, go see live music. 
Follow me: @BadKorea on twitter 


JAMES DILLON 


you CAN buy happiness!!! 
www.potatopotato.etsy.com 


Yabby You — Deeper Roots 
(PRESSURE SOUNDS) 
The original Jesus Dread 


Scientist — Introducing 
Scientist: The Best Dub Album 
in the World 


The original dub chemist 


C.W. MCCALL - 
WOLF CREEK PASS JH 


(OMNI RECORDING CORPORATION) 
The original rapper 


ia Godzilla vs. Biollante (1989) —- 
Directed by Kazuki Omori 


The original destroyer 


Die Antwoord — YouTube 


videos (ZEF) 

The original zef crew. Buy all of their records at 
Amoeba Music and definitely watch all of their 
videos on YouTube. The newest one featuring 


Lady Gaga can be seen here: http://www.you- 
tube.com/watch?v=AlXUgtNC4Kc You will lit- 
erally shit your pants! 


Lee Perry — Sound Doctor 
(PRESSURE SOUNDS) 
The original Upsetter 


Tip: 

Be the life of the party with these high-quality novelty cel- 
luloid buttons. These beauties provide subjects for pleasant 
jokes and amusing conversation, and thus smooths the way 
to a more familiar acquaintance and cordial friendship. Just 
wear one and watch the effect. Get yours now at all three 
Amoeba records and tapes stores or at www.potatopotato. 


JEFF 


Typical Cats — 3 (GALAPAGOS 4) 


Bambu -— One Rifle Per Family 
(BEATROCK) 


The Dubliners — Drinkin’ and 
Courtin? (EM) 


The Dubliners -— A Drop of the 
Hard Stuff (eM) 


The Pogues — The Pogues in 
Paris (UME) 


The Toy Dolls — The Album 
After The Last (KING MiDAs) 


Peligro Social — No Religion 
(Reissue) (TANKCRIMES) 


The Pogues -— Fairy Tail Of 
New York 7” (RHINO) 


i Circle Jerks: My Career As 
A Jerk (2012) — Directed by 
David Markey 


im Bobcat Goldthwait: God Bless 
America (2012) 


Here Comes Everybody: 
The Story of the Pogues — 
by James Fearnley 


ROOTS MUSIC 
MAVEN 





Los Lobos — Kiko Live 

(SHOUT FACTORY) 

The best band on the planet just released a live 
version of their greatest album, Kiko. It’s true 
to the studio album, but with a looser feel. It’s 
a little surprising that they could play all those 
songs live with no missteps. However, that’s why 
they’re so good. Highly recommended to anyone 
who appreciates roots music. 


Roy Lee Johnson - 


When A Guitar Plays The Blues 
(BEAR FAMILY) 

The title is a bit of a misnomer, as most of the 
tunes are ’60s style soul music. Every one of the 
30 tunes is good, and a few of the cuts find him 
as a sideman with “Dr. Feelgood” and “Curtis 
Smith.’ This album was actually released in 2009, 
but was new to me via Tom Lynch. 


The Original Sound Of Cumbia 


-— Various Artists SOUND WAY) 

Killer double CD plus extensive booklet cov- 
ering Cumbia from Columbia from 1949-1978. 
Vinnie turned me on to this, and it is the good 
stuff! "Nuff said. 


Tip: 
Check out my vinyl blog on Amoeba.com, and everything 
vinyl at Vinylbeat.com. 


JOHN 0 


Andy Stott — Luxury Problems 
(MODERN LOVE) 


Eraas — Erads (FELTE) 
Halls — Ark (NO PAIN IN PoP) 
Efterklang — Piramidd (4Ab) 


The Soft Moon — Zeros 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


The Legendary Pink Dots - 


Chemical Playschool I5 
(RUSTBLADE) 
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Grouper — The Man Who Died 
In His Boat (KRANKY) 


Black Marble -— A Different 
Arrangement (HARDLY ART) 


Esben & The Witch — Wash 


The Sins Not Only The Face 
(MATADOR) 


Chelsea Wolfe — Unknown 
Rooms (SARGENT HOUSE) 


JORDAN 


Christian Scott — Christian 
Atunde Adjuah (concorb) 

A diverse and contemporary recording. Chris- 
tian Scott demonstrates his wide variety of influ- 
ences in his newest album. 


Neneh Cherry & The Thing - 
The Cherry Thing 

(SMALLTOWN SUPERJAZZ) 

The name says it all. Neneh Cherry playing with 
The Thing seems obvious, but what results is 
anything but. The Thing shows a bit more re- 
straint on this recording, matching Cherry’s vo- 
cals very well. 


Mohn — Mohn (kompakt) 


Loscil — Sketches From New 


Brighton (KRANKY) 

Scott Morgan’s newest album might just be is 
best. Sketches From New Brighton has the same 
feel as his earlier albums, but he has really ex- 
panded his sound to create a beautifully deep 
ambient record. 


Tip: 
The Answer Is Always Pork 


JULES 


Silent Servant -— Negative 


Fascination (HOSPITAL PRODUCTIONS) 
dark techno jams for foggy alleyways in yr men- 
tal blade running 
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Violent Change — Suck on the 


Gun 7” (MELTERS) 

chelsea ’77 / robert pollard smoking two packs 
of cigarettes in 45 minutes / but the record is 
more like the cough drops you’d want to enjoy 
afterward 


Lee Gamble — Diversions 
1994-1996 12” (PAN) 


supreme reconstruction collage and repurposed 
nuanced recordings for bonged head nods 


Gus Coma - Color Him Coma 
(PARADIGM DISCS) 

during the period i was obsessed with these 
two CDs, i was feverish and walking around 
chinatown with the flu feeling as though i had 
black cancerous spiderwebs growing in my toes 
and abdomen; fragmentary echoes of language 
tapes and learn-to-be-a-secretary mailorder LPs 
bouncing around my empty cranial porcelain and 
linoleum. drum frequencies laden with heavy air 
full of germ spores, mildew a la carte du jour in 
a twin peaks cafe in the basement of a shop in 
foggy London town a la Withnail & | or better 
yet Le Samourai. point is, you need it. weird and 
surreal and the real deal, probably on the nurse 
with wound list or something. reel-to-reel tape 
loop madness, warps and shifts and samples. PS: 
listening to this conjured a visual loop in my 
head wherein i was living in snippets of the first 
30 minutes of The Goonies, alternating with im- 
ages of geese flying over a foggy misty pond in 
some indeterminate location, probably some- 
where in Golden Gate Park or McLaren Park 
feeding ducks or something. and memories of 
a hallucination i had once when sick, riding the 
44, that my body suddenly became very heavy 
and i realized i was sitting on my lower lip, about 
the size of a jelly bean, riding my earthly vessel 
around like a hobbit on an ent or a japanese 
postapocalyptic mechanized version of myself or 
a donkey waiting for that carrot. 


Natural Snow Buildings — 
Night Coercion Into the 


Company of Witches (BA DA BING) 
two recluses from a cabin in france somewhere 
who make distorted woodland druid drones and 
textures. for your Bas Jan Ader boat voyages. 


im Vagabond (1985) — Directed 
by Agnes Varda 


ia eXistenZ (1999) -— Directed 
by David Cronenberg 


KAITLIN 


“1 do many things. | span the genres. 
They call me the genre spanner.” 


im Angry Boys (2012) —Directed 
by Chris Lilley 

Chris Lilley Summer Heights High is at it again 
with Angry Boys. Somehow even more depraved 
and fucked up than SHH, more characters, more 
offensive comedy, Angry Boys is damn funny, even 
if it makes me cringe a little ... 


ia Down By Law (1986) - 


Directed by Jim Jarmusch 

One of my favorite Jarmusch films, hell, one of 
my favorite films period, Down By Law gets the 
Criterion royal treatment, complete with inter- 
views, outtakes, additional footage and plenty 
more. | love everything about this film and if 
you've never seen it, now is the time. “New, re- 
stored digital transfer, supervised by director Jim 
Jarmusch, with uncompressed monaural sound- 
track on the Blu-ray edition.” 


ia Jiro Dreams Of Sushi (2011) - 
Directed by David Gelb 


Jiro is a sushi master, unparalleled by anyone 
anywhere. And while this film is the story of 
Jiro’s journey to becoming the greatest sushi 
master alive, it’s also a story about family, focus, 
drive, determination, discipline and never letting 
yourself be finished learning about life, craft and 
self. It teaches that no matter what your art or 
passion in life, you are NEVER finished learning, 
growing and improving everyday. 


C) Girls: The Complete First 
Season — Created by Lena 


Dunham 

HBO is at it again with Lena Dunham’s Girls, a 
realistic, brutally honest, at times charming and 
definitely funny look at twentysomething life in 
NYC. Finding a job, keeping a job, love, sex, ac- 
cidential drug use (the “crackcident’’), it’s all just 
learning to survive “one mistake at a time.’ 


()Once Upon A Time: 


The Complete First Season 

Imagine: The evil queen creates a curse that 
transports everyones favorite, beloved fairy tale 
characters to Storybrooke, Maine, and holds 
them all suspended in time while no one but the 
evil queen knows everyone’s true identity. Then 
a mysterious stranger comes to town ... nothing 


will ever be the same. From Captain Hook to 
Pinnochio, Cinderella to Little Red Riding Hood, 
Rumpelstiltskin to the Queen of Hearts, there’s 
never a dull moment. Action, adventure, drama, 
true love and magic, this show has it all! 


C) Boardwalk Empire: 


The Complete Second Season 
1920s period piece, set in prohibition-era New 
Jersey. Organized crime is in its early stages, gan- 
sters are running booze into the city, some of 
it from conflict-ridden Ireland. | love Steve Bus- 
cemi, Michael Pitt, Kelly MacDonald and Michael 
Kenneth Williams, as well as the amazing sup- 
port cast based on such real-life characters as 
Lucky Luciano, Johnny Torrio,Al Capone, Warren 
G. Harding and Susan B. Anthony. HBO hits it 
outta the park, yet again. 


Eric Burdon & 
The Greenhornes — 
Eric Burdon & The Greenhornes 


(READYMADE) 

Eric Burdon. The Greenhornes. Produced by 
Brendan Benson. So.Amazing.“Out Of My Mind” 
is my favorite track, and I’m pretty sure | played 
it 10 times the first day | got it. SO.AMAZING. 


Daft Punk — Discovery 

(ELECT ROSPECTIVE) 

| can’t stop listening to this record. | know it’s 
over |0 years old, but sometimes it takes a 
while for good things to make their way into 
your life. “Harder, Better, Faster, Stronger’”is a 
kick-ass tune that just gets me super pumped. 
“Something About Us” is the track | am simply 
obsessed with, and the second half of “Short 
Circuit” makes me happy. Simply, happiness- 
enducing music. 


Tip: 
Listen to more records! 
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1398 haight street, san francisco california 
strangebrew@magnoliapub.com 


telephone 415-864-7468 
# faceplace ® twonker 


NO ee eR Aeon yg ove 0 


For more than 15 years we've made 
Magnolia ales in small batches in our 
little brewery beneath Haight Street. 
And you know what's weird and also kind 
of awesome? We've somehow served up 
almost 3 million pints. So while it's been fun 
as hell living like teenagers in our parents’ 
basement, we've gotta grow up a little. 
That's why this Spring we're expanding 
into our big new Magnolia Brewery and 
BBQ restaurant in Dogpatch! 


Sue SS RA YY ares 


\ Wi et Gh 


FROUOLY HISTORIC /; FAMOUSLY GRATEFUL 


MAGNOLIA 
PUB & BREWERY 


* LIVING HAND TO MOUTH 











We think bringing people together ar 
h the pleasures the pint is just abot 
the coolest job int ie world. It's an honor and 
a, 2 Privilege to contribute to the long tradition 
_ Of artisan brewing in San Francisco, 













Fide at 
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KATHY 


Eva Cassidy — The Best of 


Eva Cassidy (BLIx STREET) 
Sweet voice and great guitar. 


Iris Dement -— Sing the Delta 
(FLARIELLA) 


Alicia Keys — Girl on Fire (RcA) 


Michael Kiwanuka — 
Home Again (iNTERSCOPE) 


Rodriguez — Searching for 
Sugar Man (sony LEGACY) 


Tip: 
Buy vinyl, it sounds great!! 


KELLS 


Little Wings — LAST (RAD) 


Peaking Lights — Lucifer 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 


Calypso A-La-Mode - 


Various Artists (PENNY) 
incl CD 


Eden Ahbez — Eden’s Island 
(BLACK SWEAT) 


Country Soul Sisters - 
Various Artists (SOUL JAZZ) 


Jessica Pratt — Jessica Pratt 


GLADYS 


Shoes — One in Versailles 

(NUMERO GROUP) 

Worth buying all the Shoes reissues that just 
came out, but this is my favorite one. 


See es 


A 








Dancer — On the Run 7” 
(DAGGERMAN) 

This sounds the way the photo looks on the 
cover and | like both! 


Last Laugh Reissues — 


Various Artists (LAST LAUGH) 

This label has been putting out solid reissues of 
rare 7s and LPs for a couple years now. If ur 
into punk/power pop the way i enjoy it (played 
terribly by goons that are cooler than I'll ever 
be) then u probably will recognize most of the 
catalog. 


Tony Molina — Dissed and 


Dismissed (MELTERS) 
Best record of the decade! This Mexican plays 
white people music better than all white peo- 


~— NICK@NITE 


Drawing a confession out of someone 
is like doing a beautiful dance. 
A beautiful dance with a chainsaw... 


ia Weekend (2011) - Directed 
by Andrew Haigh 


This was one of the most beautiful films | saw 
last year. It’s a film about two men who meet at 
a club one night and the events that take place 
during a weekend fling. It’s a heart-wrenching 
film that you can’t take your eyes away from.The 
acting is great, the actors give off a sense of long- 
ing for one another that just sticks with you. 


How To Dress Well - 
Total Loss (TRIANGLE RECORDS) 


Grizzly Bear — Shields (warp) 


How to destroy angels_ - 
An Omen (coLumMBIA) 


Flying Lotus — Until The Quiet 
Comes (warp) 


oF RE~ ’ 


ALEMBIC! 


GOOD FRIENDS & GHEAT ENEMIES 










WHISKEY BAR 


LUNCH AND DINNER SERVED 


_* 
S Erin 
= 





Small batth craft-diftilled Spirits 
Classic é Original cocktails 
Ecleétic bottled beer list 
Artiran wines - Preminm Sakes 
Northern California dra ft beer 
Frefh Magnolia beer, from (jult down the street 
Locally and suttainably sourced small plates 


5 ee eS Re 


TeEL:415-666-0822 
VISIT WWW.ALEMBICBAR.COM 


i7’s THE LEAST YOU CAN OO 
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Solange — True (TERRIBLE) 


Jessie Ware - Devotion 
(CHERRYTREE) 


The Weeknd -— Trilogy (UNIVERSAL) 


Andy Stott — Luxury Problems 
(MODERN LOVE) 


Eraas — Erads (FELTE) 


Portugal, The Man — Majestic 
Majesty (ATLANTIC) 


Chromatics — Kill For Love 
(ITALIANS DO IT BETTER) 


CL) Game Of Thrones: 
The Complete First Season 


Matthew Dear — Beams 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 


Efterklang — Piramidd (4Ap) 


Rihanna — Unapologetic 
(ISLAND/DEF JAM) 


Tip: 

Every time you download music an angel gets beaten with 
a metal pipe. True fact. So buy records, unless you like the 
idea of angels being beaten to a pulp. 


ROBERT EDWIN 
HAINES 


Gluteal enthusiast. 
Grown ass man in baby man land. 


The Fresh & Onlys - 


Long Slow Dance (MEXICAN SUMMER) 
More handholding, less face melting. The title 
track is one of their finest jams. 


Converge — All We Love We 


Leave Behind (epitaph) 

I’ve never been fully on board with this band, but 
their latest album continues the moves towards 
a more song-oriented & less in your face sonic 
approach of their recent records & is easily their 
most coherent & powerful work yet. Singer Ja- 
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cob Bannon has found a more subtle vocal ap- 
proach that reigns in the shrillness without los- 
ing power. Guitarist Kurt Ballou also engineered 
the recording & the guitars are warm & punish- 
ing & the drum sound & drummer Ben Koller’s 
playing is some of the best on any modern hard- 
core record. Killer! 


Rites Of Spring - 

Six Song Demo (DiscHorRD) 

This incredibly powerful D.C. punk band featur- 
ing Guy Picciotto & Brendan Canty, who would 
later be in Fugazi, only released one LP & a 7” 
while they were a band. Fortunately this super- 
raw, stripped-down demo recording has been 
unearthed & released as a 10” EP or a six-song 
CD EP. Some of the most powerful music from 
the legendary D.C. Freedom Summer. 


ia The Story Of Film: 
An Odyssey (2012) -— Directed 
by Mark Cousins 


A dazzling retrospective on cinema history from 
its beginning to the present day. Fifteen one- 
hour episodes narrated by Irish film scholar 
Mark Cousins that attempt to tell the story of 
cinema through slightly less White American fil- 
ters. Cousins approach encompasses great film- 
makers & film tradition from all over the world 
without ignoring the obvious contributions of 
Hollywood. Well-selected clips & interviews 
with surviving directors & actors illuminate 
the incredible visual language that changed the 
world. 


i Circle Jerks: My Career As 
A Jerk (2012) — Directed by 
Dave Markey 


Awesome documentary on the legendary Los 
Angeles hardcore band fronted by the amazing 
Keith Morris. Directed by Dave Markey of the 
early L.A. punk zine WE GOT POWER, it com- 
bines new interviews as well as archival ones 
& super sick live footage from all phases of the 
band’s career. 





RUSSELL CLASH 


|0O0blumen - Distrust Authority 
(ANT-ZEN) 

Label jumper, semi-anonymous anarchist and the 
most aggressive dark electronics producer since 
Alec Empire, |!00blumen, has bridged the gap 
between digital-hardcore and electronic body 
music and brought both up-to-date with a more 
organic punk drum & guitar programming and 
kick-ass anthems that are as analog as they are 
electronic. The well-crafted songs & sounds and 
the nicely woven — seamless — genres makes 
!O00blumen a producer to watch and this one of 
the best albums so far. 


7JK — Anthems Flesh (RED Room) 
This poorly named side project — like the 
prefix of a license plate — is a collaboration 
between neo-folk artists Sieben and dark elec- 
tronic musicians Job Karma. Perhaps a project 
name like The Dirty Rivers of Rotting Electronic 
Flesh would be more fitting and enticing to new 
and apprehensive listeners. However, the com- 
bination is a strong reminder of Skinny Puppy & 
Edward Ka-spel’s side project The Tear Garden. 
And it’s just as amazing and worthy of any post- 
Pink Floyd, post-psychedelic listener. 


Dels — Black Salad (NINATUNE) 

No list is complete without a head nod to Ninja 
Tune and their signing of graphic designer/rap- 
per Kieren Dickins from England. The Novem- 
ber release of Dels’ Black Salad EP falls some- 
where between the Anti-pop Consortium and 
Roots Manuva.And proves that England is ready 
and prepared for a full scale Rap invasion. (This 
EP is a download only.) 


Gojira — L’enfant Sauvage 
(ROADRUNNER) 

French metal band Gojira has finally gotten into 
its groove. On their fifth release, L’enfant Sau- 
vage, they unleash a wild selection of heavy riffs, 
hammering beats and || tracks of politically in- 
fluenced prose sung straight front the gut: un 
coup de coude dans les cotes! 


JK Flesh -— Posthuman 

Justin Broadrick, The savage guitarist from Na- 
palm Death, Jesu & Godflesh, riffs and rips out 
brutal guitar chords over hot plate of Dubstep 
beats and cold synth melodies under the new 
moniker JK Flesh. The album re-triggers the 
roots of the Dubstep genre he helped shape in 
the 90’s and re-crowns this techno animal as king 
of the dark dub jungle. Absolutely Earth Shaking. 


Os be 
\)) 


AS vA 


*This 2012 vinyl release is already “out-of-print” 
and JK Flesh has since collaborated with Pruri- 
ent for an EP called Worship Is the Cleansing of 
the Imagination. Check out both. 


) 


NON, Boyd Rice - Back To 


Mono (mute) 

Despite not hearing a sound or loop from this 
infamous noise artist for over a decade, this re- 
clusive iconoclast has just released a new collec- 
tion of older works on CD and vinyl (the latter 
also features a CD, too). The most notable entry 
is the bonus track — a cover of the Normal’s 
“Warm Leatherette” — which is more normal 
than say, Grace Jones’ version, and even better 
than genre-mate Sleep Chamber’s version, too. 


Public Enemy -— The Evil 
Empire Of Everything (ENEMY) 

The Enemy Is Black Again. Often dissed and dis- 
missed, the once powerful black rap group who 
came out in the ’80s like a pack of hungry pan- 
thers — then later got caught up in some media 
dramas and reality shows and producing some 
pretty poor media themselves — has recharged 
itself in the wake of the Wall Street tent-ins and 
brought back that influential sound, style and 
message called hip-hop ... with the help of fel- 
low politicos like Tom Morello. Public Enemy is 
still number one, ONe, one. 


The New Law - The Fifty Year 


Storm (THE NEW LAW) 

Not since Tricky has downtempo had such an 
amazing artist come along. Absolutely up there 
with Massive Attack, too. The New Law cap- 
tures the essence of the scene with every sun- 
drenched beat and with every heartfelt and hol- 
lowed-out hymn. Chopped rap, R&B and world 
vocals lend well to the bright, warm and thick 
synth melodies, too. For fans of Sixtoo, Nobody, 
DJ Mayonnaise and D] Egadz. 


Trust — TRST (artsxcrarts) 
Robert Alfons, Trust’s singer, is by far the most 
brooding, seductive, odd and unique voice since 
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Joy Division’s lan Curtis.And the music of Trust 
is just as dark, but as danceable as New Order. 
In fact, Trust is the New Order in an aging goth 
scene. This will rejuvenate you, trust! 


ASAP ROCKY - Long Live 
AS$AP (soNy) 

Rap music has had a long and often dull & un- 
interesting reign and resurgence since the late 
90s. And ever since there have been many sub- 
genres like Nerdcore, Blip-hop, Beats, B-more, 
Backpack Rap and even Trap. But no style has 
garnered more attention than Trillwave. Rap 
listener have been so starved — like a skinny 
backpack rapper — for a new sound that they 
ate up the first wave of trill artists like Tyler, the 
Creator. However, we all know now that ASAP 
is the purple-puff-mack-daddy of this growing 
scene. 


Wovenhand - The Laughing 


Stalk (GLITTERHOUSE) 

Denver sound artisan David Eugine Edwards 
has never strayed far from his brimstone rock 
roots — even as the more reserved Wovenhand 
— but on this latest release (limited to a hand 
full of hand printed LPs), David plugs the guitar 
& banjo back into the AC/DC outlet and sinks 
back deeper, louder and heavier into the dark 
Gothic Americana that is more familiar of his 
previous conception as |6 Horsepower. 


The Soft Moon — Zeros 

(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

A shout out to San Francisco’s own The Soft 
Moon, who proves that shoegaze is meant to 
be dark, loud and brooding, where as the waves 
and walls of sonic sound are meant to be gulped 
down under backlight & disco balls, not sipped in 
some well-lit coffee house with our hip friends. 
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ii Lawless (2012) — Directed by 


John Hillcoat 

Not only is Nick Cave, of Nick Cave & The Bad- 
seeds and the Birthday Party, great at writing 
murder ballads poetry & plays... but he’s done 
a darn good job here of writing the screenplay 
for the true story of the infamous Bondurant 
Brothers, who in a time of prohibition were suc- 
cessful bootleggers in Virginia. Needless to say, 
the soundtrack is spot on. And Tom Hardy as 
the beloved-immortal protagonist is as excep- 
tional as his villainous roles in The Dark Knight 


and Bronson. 


luck plane good clown car bad 


Cults Percussion Ensemble 


— Cults Percussion Ensemble 
(TRUNK) 


Flying Lotus — Until The 
Quiet Comes (warp) 


Alejandro Jodorowsky - 
EI Topo Soundtrack (REAL GONE) 


Frank Zappa — Sleep Dirt (zappa) 
Not a reissue of the rerecorded ’90s CD but a 
return to the original recording from the ’70s. 


Don Cherry —- Organic Music 
Society (CAPRICE) 


Steve Moore - Light Echoes 
(CUNEIFORM) 


A sound tip: 
Buddha machines on the internets & KCRW Eclectic24 no 
ads, also on the internets. 


RYAN F 


Lee Gamble — Diversions 
1994-1996 (PAN) 


Lee uses his collection of jungle mixtapes as 
source material to create a record for Coil and 
Muslimgauze fans to enjoy. 


Cut Hands — Black Mamba 

(VERY FRIENDLY) 

William Bennett’s “afro-noise” project. Ghana- 
ian and Congolese percussion instruments are 


ce 


employed with his electronic acumen creating a 
tastefully brutal sound. 


Rudimentary Peni - 

Death Church (NoI\sE NOT Music) 

| wonder how many gothic cholas are partying in 
LA to this reissue? Ay, | wanna party. 


Silent Servant — Negative 
Fascination (HOSPITAL PRODUCTIONS) 
This is the record that gets the guy with all 
the Neubauten and Front 242 shirts to dance 
poorly on acid. 


Ike Yard — Ike Yard (DESIRE) 
Put Suicide, PiL,and Swell Maps in a blender and 
out comes Ike Yard. 


SEAN MURPHY 


Irish drinker, Jewish thinker, 
cashier manager, 
budding stand-up comedian. 


Tame Impala — Lonerism 
(MODULAR) 

If Jeff Magnum (Neutral Milk Hotel) had been 
born 10 years later and became obsessed with 
tape loops, this is sort of what it would sound 
like. Stellar effort, even better than their first LP. 
Get on it, people. 


Violent Change - Suck On The 


Gun 7” (MELTERS) 

Local SF faves Violent Change’s new four- 
song EP, available exclusively on limited 7”. To 
quote KSO:“‘It’s like the Beatles’ Revolver meets 
G.B.H.” Don’t miss out, Bay Area, get it while 
you still can. 


Doug Stanhope - Before 


Turning The Gun On Himself 
(ROADRUNNER) 

Doug is one of the best comics out there, and 
he proves it in spades with this performance. 
Dark and angry in the tradition of Bill Hicks and 
Lenny Bruce, Doug remembers what Hicks did 
and Bruce did not: No matter how righteous 
your indignation, the comic’s job is to first and 
foremost be funny, and Doug always is. 


()Game of Thrones: 

The Complete Second Season 
More gore! More swords! More intrigue! More 
incest! Season two picks up right were season 
one left off and continues to be amazeballs, leav- 
ing my inner D&D nerd squealing with delight. 


Grand Theft Auto 5 

(ROCKSTAR GAMES) 

As of me writing this in early January, there 
is no hard release date for this game beyond 
“Spring 2013.” Hopefully by the time you are 
reading this, Rockstar’s latest opus will have hit 
the shelves. A new “Grand Theft Auto” title is a 
cultural event, people, don’t miss out on the ex- 
perience. Plus you get to kill hookers and cops, 
what’s not to like? 


Tip: 

myspace.com/seanmurphyishilarious - support local 
stand-up comedy!! Keep ur eyes peeled for my new 
Internet sitcom, Murphy's Flaw, coming soon on MySpace 


STACEY 


Just tell me what you want. 


ia The Cabin In The Woods 
(2012) - Directed by 
Drew Goddard 


Jellyfish — Stack-a- Tracks 
(OMNIVORE) 


Jeff Lynne — Long Wave 
(FRONTIERS) 


Jeff Lynne — Mr. Blue Sky: 
The Very Best of Electric Light 
Orchestra (FRONTIERS) 


Bob Mould - Silver Age 
(MERGE) 


MUSIC WELIKE * Spring/Summer 2018 45 


Nada Surf — The Stars Are 


Indifferent To Astronomy 
(BARSUK) 


A.C. Newman - Shut Down 
The Streets (MATADOR) 


Redd Kross — Researching 
The Blues (MERGE) 


Ken Stringfellow — Danzig In 
The Moonlight (spark & SHINE) 


STERLING 
MACKINNON 


Dariush Dolat-Shahi -— 
Electronic Music, Tar and 


Sehtar (FOLKWA‘S) 

Wonderful and forgotten folkways reissue. Bi- 
zarre, rhythmic, and far out compositions of tra- 
ditional Iranian string instruments, synthesizers, 
and field recordings. Truly unique. 


Lee Gamble — Diversions 
1994-1996 (PAN) 


Tape manipulations of old jungle cassettes, often 
slowed to glacial speeds. Probably my favorite 
release of the year. 


Shoes — One in Versaille 


(NUMERO GROUP) 

Of all the Shoes LPs reissued by Numero, this is 
far and away my favorite. The greatest bedroom 
pop record of all times? 


Grouper -—AI!A: Alien 


Observer 
Love all Grouper albums, this happens to be my 
favorite of those recently reissued. 


Touch 33 — Islands In Between 
(TOUCH) 

There is a lot of gamelan music in the world, this 
recording happens to be my favorite of those 
I’ve heard. Islands In Between is a collections of 
field recordings made by an anonymous traveler 
in Indonesia. Gamelan music does constitute the 
bulk of the LP but is beautifully rounded out by 
various found sounds and performances. Immer- 
sive, transportive, and beautiful. 
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TAYLOR 


Camera Silens — Realite 12°’ 
(EUTHANASIE) 
Excellent French Oi! from the ’80s 


The Defects — Defective 


Breakdown 12” (ANTISOCIETY) 
Cool reissue on picture disc of the classic ’80s 
Belfast punk band The Defects. 


Rudimentary Peni -— Death 


Church 12”? (Noise NOT MUSIC) 
Best Rudi Peni album in my opinion. 


Impact — Impact 12” (ANTISOCIETY) 
Collection of songs from the Welsh Anarcho 
punk band. 


Peligro Social — Peligro Social 


| 2”? (TANKCRIMES) 
Recent reissue of the San Fransisco-Spanish 
punk band’s self-titled album. 


TONY GREEN 


The A’s win the pennant! 
The A’s win the pennant! 


Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti 
— Mature Themes (4ApD) 


Frankie Rose — Interstellar 
(SLUMBERLAND) 


Anat Cohen — Claroscuro (ANzic) 
Clarinet! 


Redd Kross — Researching 


The Blues (MERGE) 
Killer! 


The Clean — Oddities (540) 
Dope two-LP reissue, worth it for “Success 
Story” alone. 


Tip: 

The Adventures Of Barry McKenzie is the ultimate 
Aussie ’70s trash comedy ... it’s got it all: drugs, booze, 
nudity, Barry Humphries, flatulence and chundering. 
Recommended. 


NOTES: 
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HOLLYWOOD 


iW 


A-DAWG 


Living like there is a tomorrow. 


Neil Young & Crazy Horse - 
Psychedelic Pill (Reprise) 


“| need to feel it in my body, sing lyrics that make 
me want to play my heart out in long instrumen- 
tal passages that only the Horse can carry me 
on.” Long instrumental passages indeed! This is a 
cosmic slop of Jam. 


Redd Kross — Researching the 


Blues (MERGE) 

Powerful, poppy and unapologetically positive. 
Recommended for the clinically depressed. 
Check out their killer in-store performance on 
Amoeba.com. 


Aaron Freeman — Marvelous 


Clouds (PARTISAN) 

Ween shattered our hopes, dreams and spirit 
last year by ending their 27-year-long engage- 
ment of blowing our minds and stealing our 
hearts. Luckily, there’s hope for the future (no, 
there isn’t), and this collection of Rod McKuen 
covers proves it. 


Melvins — Freak Puke (ipEcAc) 
These guys do no wrong. Period. 


ia Killer Joe (2012) — Directed 
by William Friedkin 

This movie always makes me hungry for fried 
chicken. 





ALISON 


Black Marble — A Different 
Arrangement (HARDLY ART) 


The Soft Moon — Zeros 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Chelsea Wolfe — Unknown 
Rooms: A Collection of 
Acoustic Songs (SARGENT HOUSE) 


Slug Guts — Playin’ In Time 
with the Deadbeat (SACRED BONES) 


ii Searching for Sugar Man 
(2012) — Directed by Malik 
Bendjelloul 


ANDREW 


POGO POPE. 
| was made for two things: 
Circle Pits and dancing to Janet Jackson. 


Bleached — Next Stop (single) 
(DEAD OCEANS) 

As if | could be upset with anything that Bleached 
could release. “Next Stop” is the first single off 
of their first full length debut, Ride Your Heart. 
All of Bleached’s major influences can be heard 
here — Gun Club, The Stones, Blondie — with a 
most tasteful homage to them at that. Rambunc- 
tious west coast garage punk made for your lis- 
tening pleasure. Ride Your Heart is set to come 
out this spring so seriously be on the look out. 
This band could be your life. 


Black Marble — Weight Against 


the Door (HARDLY ART) 

In the most recent years, post-punk revival has 
been directed to bands such as: Jesus and Mary 
Chain, My Bloody Valentine and Joy Division. As 
cool as that may be, Black Marble’s music is a 
beautiful representation more of The Cure’s 
Faith or even Seventeen Seconds. Black Marble’s 
sound is one that flows over you, entrancing you 
in their catchy melodies and hooks. This is a seri- 
ous must-have for your collection. 
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Converge - All We Love 


We Leave Behind (cpitTaPH) 

| shouldn’t have to tell you anything about Con- 
verge, because we already know what is to be 
said about Converge. Retracing their steps back 
to their more familiar and hardcore-based be- 
ginnings, All We Love is nothing short of a master- 
piece of an album. 


Led Er Est — The Diver 

(SACRED BONES) 

Easily one of my most favorite bands in the cur- 
rent darkwave/minimal synth genre. Each release 
from Led Er Est is a continuous progression from 
their original sound, and it honestly just keeps 
getting better and better. This band really knows 
how to set themselves apart from their contem- 
poraries, with their perfectly crafted experimen- 
tal darkwave nuances. This is a must-have, don’t 
let yourself not check out this band!!! 


Hoax — 3rd 7” (YOUTHATTACK) 

This is my total pit pick. If you haven’t checked 
out Hoax yet, you have to put that on your to 
do list. Insanely aggressive hardcore punk to 
keep you destroying everything in your path. 
Live performances are really the only way to 
go about seeing this band. Blistering sets with 
kids losing their minds. Thanks Hoax for keeping 
things snotty.Also, if you get a chance, check out 
their video for “Fantasy.” I’ve officially become 
a video vixen. 


Youth Code —- Youth Code 

Alright, so this is the most recent release that 
probably has me the most aroused and worked 
up. Youth Code are a industrial/ e.b.m duo from 
Los Angeles that have seriously been tearing it 
up so hard. | love my industrial dance music, and 
YC carry it with an amazing attitude. Taking in- 
dustrial back to the old days with the heavy ag- 
gressive punk influence, Youth Code will be pav- 
ing their ways into Cult status very soon. Youth 
Code is kinda like if Cro Mags and D.A.F did an 
album together. Get into it! 


Norska — Norska 12” 
(BRUTAL PANDA) 
This is my riff pick. 


Agowilt — Clocks Made of Their 


Own Bones (SELF-RELEASED) 

Southern California’s call to macabre. Clocks 
Made of Their Own Bones is an album of utter 
isolation and destruction.At first listen | got the 
same feeling that | once had when | listened to 
Joy Division’s Closer, distant, alone and cold. In 
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a time where black metal seems to be on a ma- 
jor revival, Agowilt have a little something else 
added to the picture to set them apart from ev- 
eryone else. Look out for this LP! 


Lyburnum — Whatever Makes 


You Happy (SELF-RELEASED) 

Lyburnum’s Whatever Makes You Happy has been 
my most recent call for chaotic loving. Mixing 
sounds of acts such as Orchid and His Hero 
Is Gone, Lyburnum spawns their own kind of 
screamo-violence. Was able to catch them this 
past fall, and | was totally not expecting how 
awesome it ended up being. You’re gonna kick 
yourself in the leg if you don’t get onto this be- 
fore it disappears. 


Criminal Code — Sacred Hands 


7”? (INIMICAL) 

| am seriously speechless when it comes to this 
band. Criminal Code could easily be my new 
answer to current punk music. Mixing Adoles- 
cents, Middle Class, Husker Du and even Bau- 
haus, Criminal Code sets the standard HIGH 
for bands to follow in their footsteps. It’s been 
a while since there has been such a solid hy- 
brid of hardcore punk and post-punk, but I’m 
totally OK with Criminal Code being the main 
contenders right now. Seriously, | am obsessed 
with this right now. If you have been desiring 
something more from punk, Criminal Code are 
the perfect act for you. 


Tip: 

Catch me taking it to the floor at LA IS BURNING VOGUE. 
I spin records at: PRISM, SKIN TRADE, C’MERE. support: 

| 2XU, dais records, THREE ONE G, youth attack, got80s? 
and BLUNDERTOWN. Punk Forever. TUNA TARDUGNO 

IS GOD. 


AN 


ANDREW SCOTT 


“Art is over” 
— Juntaro Yamanouchi 


Time To Go - The Southern 
Psychedelic Moment: 1981-86 —- 


Various Artists (FLYING NUN) 
Compiled by the Dead C’s Bruce Russell, finally 
we have an overview of the Flying Nun label 
that reveals its darker isolationist side. Very 
little crisp jangle-pop here, just home-bake her- 
oin, freezing winter winds and marginal person- 
alities. All in all a much more realistic picture of 
the south island of New Zealand than the god- 
damn Hobbit. Highlights include The Builders’ 
epic psychedelic tape-rock masterpiece “Rus- 
sian Rug,’ Victor Dimisich Band’s misanthropic 
classic “It’s Cold Outside,’ The Puddle’s sloppy 
drug-anthem “Junk,’ Pin Group’s no-fi atmo- 
spherics and the reverb laden chanting of The 
Shallows. If you’re looking for a more honest 
no-revisionism intro to New Zealand’s most 
well-known musical export, then this is it. File 
alongside “Making Losers Happy” and “Le Jazz 
Non” in terms of direct transmissions from the 
bottom of the world. 


Dadamah - Violet Stains Red 7” 
(YELLOW ELECTRIC) 

Speaking of transmissions from the bottom of 
the world, Liz Harris of Grouper fame quietly 
slipped this one out on her Yellow Electric im- 
print: two previously unreleased songs from 
this legendary fog-shrouded Christchurch band, 
which served as an incubator for Roy Montgom- 
ery’s solo guitar soundtracks and planted the 
seeds of the mid-’90s Free Noise scene. Organ- 
driven monochord bedroom hypnosis. Alien, 


gorgeous and better than anything else put out 
this year, or last year, or most years for that mat- 
ter ... If this was a top ten of 2012 list, I'd have 
to list this 7” ten times. 


Peter Kolovos — Black Colors 
(THIN WRIST) 

A complete work of art in every sense: a triple 
LP of completely idiosyncratic solo guitar mu- 
sic, pressed on the highest quality |80gm vinyl, 
mastered and cut by the best in the business, 
pressed at 45RPM for maximum fidelity, housed 
beautiful hi-gloss art sleeves contained within a 
box. Oh, and the music sounds like the night sky 
exploding. That’s all. No big deal. You might want 
to pick this one up? 


Laurie Spiegel — The Expanding 
Universe (UNSEEN WORLDS) 

You'd think that having your music selected by 
Carl Sagan to be included in the Voyager Space 
Craft would provide an artist with a degree of 
visibility but unfortunately Laurie Spiegel had 
to wait until one of her tracks was used in The 
Hunger Games movie before payday arrived. Ear- 
ly generative computer music that’s only about, 
oh say, 30 years ahead of its time. When every- 
one gets sick of listening to 3rd-generation John 
Carpenter ripoffs (any day now, please?), this 
will be waiting for them. There is a repress com- 
ing soon, but get the 2xCD version because it 
comes with a wealth of extra material, the qual- 
ity of which sometimes surpasses the original 
LP.A systems-music classic for addled late-night 
adventures. 


Sonic Youth — Smart Bar 
Chicago 1985 (GoorIN) 


Live recording from their most mythical and 
undocumented era. This is Sonic Youth at their 
darkest and most lysergic. Thin streams of gui- 
tar harmonics link songs, making the album feel 
like one long, hazy, dream-like continuum. This is 
what | wish the Grateful Dead sounded like. 


ANEL 


Christina Aguilera — 
Lotus (RCA) 


Solange — True (TERRIBLE) 


Kendrick Lamar — good kid, 


m.A.A.d city 
(AFTERMATH / INTERSCOPE) 
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AMOEBA.COM 


No Matter Where You Are — Amoeba.com is Your Neighborhood Record Store! 


* High Quality Downloads - 
MP3 & Lossless Formats 


¢ New, Used & Collectible 
Music & Movies 


° Evolving all the time! 
° In-Depth Reviews and Artist Bios 


° Explore Vinyl Vaults - 
Out-of-Print Records Lovingly Digitized 
Now Available to Download 





*U.S. addresses only. See site for details. 


T.I. — Trouble Man: Heavy Is 
The Head (GRAND HUSTLE / ATLANTIC) 


Amy Winehouse - At the BBC 
(UNIVERSAL) 


ia Magic Mike (2012) - 
Directed by Steven 
Soderbergh 


ANGELO 


Wise prophet/avid stamp collector. 


im Rosetta [Criterion 
Collection] (1999) - 
Directed by Jean-Pierre & 


Luc Dardenne 

| was very pleased to see Criterion do a proper 
transfer and release of this (the Blu-ray looks 
gorgeous). | don’t know if watching Rosetta is 
necessarily an “enjoyable” experience, but fol- 
lowing around a struggling Belgium teenage girl 
as she walks around, cries, falls into lakes, makes 
waffles and stares off into the distance continues 
to affect me tremendously. 


im Two-Lane Blacktop 
[Criterion Collection] (1971) - 
Directed by Monte Hellman 


Wonderfully directed road film featuring James 
Taylor, Charles Manson’s BFF4EVER and the 
one and only WAR AND OATES. Expect long 
takes, minimal dialogue and lots of contempla- 
tive squinting. 


EMV — Resolutions (LEAVING) 

Lush, noisy ambient/beat tape from Eric Michael 
Vallely. | imagine this is what the inside of a com- 
post truck sounds like in heaven. Not sure what 
the connection is between him and the skate- 
boarder who fights people shirtless and fronts 
The Rats, but | hope to find out soon. 
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T.O.M.B./Blood Rhythms - 


T.O.M.B./Blood Rhythms Tape 
(LAND OF DECAY) 

I’m truly grateful for my recent 3 a.m. stumble 
upon Land of Decay. They’ve been putting out 
real heaters. This split is some furreal dark 
shit, get up on dis hot joint. You can listen to 
T.O.M.Bs “Satan’s Palace” online @ the label’s 
Soundcloud page. 


Lee Gamble — Diversions: 


1994-1996 (PAN) 
Goodstuff. 


New Fast — IV (SsUNHYPNOTIC!) 

Sun Hypnotic! is a colorful cassette label who 
have discovered a truly talented freak soul in- 
terstellar traveler by the name of New Fast. If 
his DNA-homage name doesn’t win you over, 
then this tape surely will. It’s a bit difficult to 
stick one particular genre to the dude. Some- 
times he plays a guitar and sings underneath 
blanketed layers of reverb, sometimes he does 
ethereal sound collages, but he’s also prone 
to alter, extend and loop certain sections of 
Fleetwood Mac’s “You Make Loving Fun” (see: 
New Fast - “The Sound and the Fury” for that 
particular example). Either way, this album 
tickles my toes, and | hope yours will be tick- 
led as well. 


Dak — Youstandit / Leftrecord 
(LEAVING) 

Another Leaving Records release and so what?! 
| threw their sticker on my locker at work, so 
| gotta reprisint, players. The assertive tone of 
this album is warranted. | don’t know how to 
begin to decipher this dude’s sound and style, 
but | know there a lot of things going on at once 
that please me greatly. Check it out so you don’t 
have to hear my insufficient (or lazy) ass ruin 
this amazing tape for you. 


ANNIE HANLEY 


2012 was the year of the 
electronic dragon for me. 


Twin Shadow -— Confess (44D) 

It was released in July 2012. This record is a 
45-minute eclectic love child of David Bowie, 
Haddaway, A-Ha, and a large university march- 
ing band, from love songs to post-punk sounding 
breakup tunes, all while encompassing 808s and 
drum machines. This was unique and my favorite 
record of last year! 
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Solange — True (TERRIBLE) 

Wow! What an amazing record. Released in No- 
vember 2012, it has a wide variety of electronic, 
soul and old school ’80s pop. It’s 30 minutes of 
True Blue Madonna meets Janet Jackson’s Control, 
with more electronic pop and absolutely no 
fillers! Thanks to producer Blood Orange, it’s 
the first time Solange steps out of her sister’s 
spotlight. This record shows that it’s time for 
Beyonce to take the backseat! 


C) Eastbound & Down: The 
Complete Third Season - 
Created by Danny McBride 
and Jody Hill 

If you haven’t met Kenny Powers yet, | suggest 
you get to it.In the 3rd (and possible final?) sea- 
son, he’s politically incorrect, uses people, is a 
selfish man-boy, a deadbeat dad, and a profes- 
sional pitcher for minor league baseball. He’s 
the bro version of Larry David that resides in 
the South. Only he gets wayyyy more ass, and 
you actually like him. It’s hysterical to go through 
daily life with Kenny Powers! HBO does it again! 
| love you HBO!!! 


ASHA 


C) Girls: The Complete First 


Season 

Okay, to be honest, | avoided this because | 
thought it was only for white chickadees. Nope. 
GET INTO IT. 


() Smash: Season One 
| thought this show was only for geeks who like 
Glee. Nope, get into it ... again! 


ia The Cabin In The Woods 
(2012) — Directed by Drew 
Goddard 

| was kinda mad when | first saw this be- 
cause | expected it to take itself more se- 


riously. | needed to calm my black ass 
DOWNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN! 


() Dance Moms: Season I! 

UGH! It’s like when you go the movies and buy 
a large popcorn with extra butter and eat the 
whole thing ... by yourself ... in one sitting. 


Abbey Lee and anyone who thinks she’s abusing 
children should SHUT UP! 


imi Beasts of the Southern Wild 
(2012) — Directed by Benh 
Zeitlin 


| love black people. 


ia Magic Mike (2012) - 

Directed by Steven Soderbergh 
| have no idea what this movie is about, and 
| don’t care. Channing Tatum is the best male 
stripper turned ... ummm ... actor? ... that I’ve 
ever seen. Seriously. He can dance better than 
you. Don’t hate. 


ia Sinister (2012) -— Directed by 


Scott Derrickson 
| love horror! It’s true. And this is the best hor- 
ror film I’ve probably seen in the last decade. 


ima First Position (201 1)- 


Directed by Bess Kargman 
| like to dance. 


() American Horror Story: 


The Complete First Season 
Not sure what’s going on with Season 2, but Sea- 
son | was pretty disturbing. 


ia The Master (2012) -— Directed 


by Paul Thomas Anderson 
| didn’t like this movie. Sorry.And whatever you 
do, DO NOT GO SEE THIS ONA FIRST DATE. 


ia Prometheus (2012) - 
Directed by Ridley Scott 


I’m embarrassed to admit this, but | hadn’t seen 
any of the Alien films until | saw this one. Watch 
it on the big screen. 


ia The Innkeepers (2012) —- 


Directed by Ti West 
Creepy ... 


Frank Ocean - Channel Orange 
(DEF JAM) 

| met him at Amoeba. We hugged, and he told 
me Merry Christmas. This has to be my top R&B 


MUSIC WE LIKE * Spring/Summer 2018 55 


album of the year. He brought me back to soul. 


HE BROUGHT ME BACK TO SOUL! 


Kendrick Lamar — good kid, 
m.A.A.d city (AFTERMATH) 


| kinda think he’s the Frank Ocean of hip-hop. 
I’m sure | just pissed someone off by saying that. 


But he had me at that Poetic Justice jam. THE 
JAM. 


ASAP Rocky -— Long.Live.A$AP 
(RCA) 
| LOVE BAD BITCHES ... 


Lana Del Rey — Born To Die 


[Paradise Edition] (INTERSCOPE) 
My pu*&# taste like Pepsi cola too. I’m actually 
really ashamed of myself right now. Sorry. 


Drake — Take Care (CASH MONEY) 
This is Cynthia’s fault. 


Lil?’ Wayne — Tha Carter IV 
(CASH MONEY) 
This is also Cynthia’s fault. 


Chromatics — Kill For Love 
(ITALIANS DO IT BETTER) 
I’m a dance teacher. 


Bjork — Bastards (ONE LITTLE INDIAN) 
HATED Biophilia. LOVED the remixes. Still a 
dance teacher. 


Miguel — Kaleidoscope Dream 
(RCA) 
Hi babe! 


Santigold — Master of My 


Make Believe (ATLANTIC) 
Again ... Dance Teacher. 
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MEZZADETH 


Everything sucks, and you should 
probably just kill yourself cause nothing 
really matters anyway. But in the 
meantime, here’s a list of things that, 
| guess, don’t completely suck. 


Rings of Saturn — Dingir 

(UNIQUE LEADER) 

The newest and most intensely shredded out 
tech-death on the scene. It’s all the more im- 
pressive when you take into account that the 
band members are all around 20 years old. 
Playing a style that can only be described as 
“Alien-Core,” these kids will liquify your face! 
Sh!t is REAL! 


Anaal Nathrakh - In the 
Constellation of the Black 


Widow (CANDLELIGHT / FETO) 

Not just an impressive two-piece musical entity, 
but easily the most legitimately angry black met- 
al I’ve ever heard! No fakers here. This album 
screams at you from beginning to end. 


Carach Angren — 


Where the Corpses Sink Forever 

(SEASON OF MIST) 

The most deadly serious symphonic black metal 
I’ve ever heard. | usually don’t like SBM, but these 
guys aren’t f*cking around. You can almost imag- 
ine an opera being performed while you listen 
to this album. Standout track:“The Funerary La- 
ment of a Violinist.” 


Behold... The Arctopus -— 


Horrorscension 

(BLACK MARKET ACTIVITIES) 

A three-piece consisting of guitar, Warr Guitar 
and drums, this is possibly the most intensely 
technical instrumental metal band ever. This al- 
bum is a departure from their first two albums 
mainly because of the new drummer, Weasel 
Walter. Still great, but just a different musical 
direction. This is my favorite metal band of all 
time. 


Behold... The Arctopus — 
Nano-Nucleonic Cyborg 
Summoning (BLACK MARKET ACTIVITIES) 
Their first album. Includes a recording of them 
playing the songs live to prove that they actu- 
ally can. 





Behold... The Arctopus — 


Skullgrid (BLACK MARKET ACTIVITIES) 
Their second album. An utterly unique set of 
compositions and the last thing original drum- 
mer Charlie Zeleny recorded with the band. 


Dysrhythmia — Test of 
Submission (PROFOUND LORE) 
Time signature madness! 


ia Alucarda (1977) — Directed 


by Juan Lopez Moctezuma 

This is the most satanic sh!t I’ve ever seen in 
my life, and I’ve seen Satan. In fact, when | told 
Satan that this was one of my favorite movies, he 
came over to my place to watch it.And when it 
was done, he looked at me and was like, “You’re 
f*cked up, man!” Oh, and overacting? You don’t 
even know! There are no subtle performances 
in this film. 


ia The Cabin in the Woods 
(2012) -— Directed by 
Drew Goddard 


A marvelous celebration and lampooning of 
the kids-go-to-a-cabin/campout-in-the-woods- 
genre with a grand finale that will blow your 
mind, and a level of production value rarely seen 
in horror films. So much fun, and bloody as hell! 


ia Detention (2011) — Directed 
by Joseph Kahn 


A cluster-f*ck of what-the-f*ck! This is the most 
insane release of 2012, or any year before that 
(or since). It also stars Josh Hutcherson before 
he was anybody, and is still the best thing he 
ever did. 


ia Excision (2012) - Directed by 


Richard Bates Jr. 

Starring Tracy Lords and AnnaLynne McCord 
(90210), this movie is effing weird and sickly 
peverted. Necrophilia and graphic surgery. 
Loved it! 


CAFFE ETC. 


BREAKFAST 
ALL DAY LONG 


ORGANIC COFFEE 


LUNCH 


GELATO 


VEGETARIAN 


VEGAN 


EMPANADAS 


Cahuenga & Selma 
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BENJI 
(GUERRILLA — 
HOPPER 


If you watched every ’80s action movie, 
youd know a little something 
about me. 


i Looper (2012) -— Directed by 


Rian Johnson 

A movie that'll bend and twist your mind to the 
point of snapping, as we're given about the best 
sci-fi noir since Blade Runner.JGL gives a spot-on 
Bruce Willis impression, and you'll be in awe of 
the cinematic dynamic this movie gives to your 
brain. 


ia Heaven’s Gate (1980) - 


Directed by Michael Cimino 
The mark that ended the great era of ’70s film- 
making goes down swinging. A proper release 
is here for the flawed ’80s Western that is not 
great in story, but great in its epic ambition of big 
valleys and sky that you'll stare at for four hours. 
Plus, Christopher Walken gives one mean turn 
as a rugged bounty hunter. 


ia The Expendables 2 (2012) - 
Directed by Simon West 


A hell of a huge improvement over the first 
one, as the gang of ’80s action stars clash with 
JCVD in one hell of a vigilante turn. He shows 
that he still has the karate chops and muscles 
to fight and kick a knife to the heart of all ac- 
tion fans. 


ia Miami Connection (1987) —- 
Directed by Y.K. Kim 


The less said the better, as you’re invited to the 
craziest martial arts/musical/ninja epic that the 
80s ever turned out. “Dragon Sound” will be 
your next favorite band.Y.K. Kim, we salute you! 


ia Killer Joe (2012) - 
Directed by William Friedkin 


A dark comedy served freshly brewed with 
excellent acting moments from Matthew Mc- 
Conaughey, Thomas Haden Church and Gina 
Gershon. William Friedkin still has the stuff as a 
filmmaker pushing past 80 years old. you'll never 
look at KFC again the same way. 
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ia Moonrise Kingdom (2012) - 
Directed by Wes Anderson 


Say what you will about Wes Anderson, but it 
has one of the best performances from Bruce 
Willis who, unlike in Die Hard or as the bazilion 
other cops he plays, is subtle and heartbreaking 
as a lonely old sheriff stuck on a lonely island of 
misfits — plus the child performances ain’t half 


BENNETT 


Mala — Mala In Cuba 
(BROWNSWOOD/HAVANA CULTURA) 


Deep & Disco — Feel The Love / 
Whattawegot? 12” (Disco DEVIANCE) 


Diablos del Ritmo 1960-1985: 
The Colombian Melting Pot - 
Various Artists (ANALOG AFRICA) 


DJ Nu-Mark —- Broken Sunlight 
(HOT PLATE) 


Hammock House Lower 


East Side — Various Artists 
(FANIA) 


Menahan Street Band — 
The Crossing (DAPTONE) 


Go Go Get Down: Pure Ghetto 
Funk From Washington D.C. - 
Various Artists (Z RECORDS) 


Hot 8 Brass Band - The Life 
and Times Off... (TRU THOUGHTS) 


BILLY GIL 


Reviewin’ ’N’ bloggin’ for Amoeba 24/7. 
| play guitar for Dona Nicha and 
DJ] Monday nights at Cha Cha and 
the last Monday of the month 
at La Cuevita. 


Widowspeak - Almanac 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

Hazy Western rock with haunting female vocals 
that sounds great at sunrise or sunset. Fans of 
Beach House, Mazzy Star and The Concretes/ 
Taken By Trees won't be disappointed. 


Veronica Falls — Waiting for 


Something to Happen 
(SLUMBERLAND) 

Can | just inject this album into me at this point? 
| can’t tear myself away from Veronica Falls’ sec- 
ond album. The British band’s first album was 
a delightful twee-rock record, but Waiting for 
Something to Happen really sees them finding 
their footing and writing even more solid songs, 
simple and straightforward yet smart and sharply 
melodic, with great hooks. It reminds me a lot of 
R.E.M’s first two albums — they don’t reinvent 
the wheel, but they'll jingle your jangle-rock bells 
better than just about anyone out there. 


Lost Animal — Ex Tropical 

(HARDLY ART) 

Jarrod Quarrell’s debut record is one of the 
most wonderfully strange and beguiling pop 
records yet this year. With the panache and at- 
titude of The Streets and the weirdo storytell- 
ing cues of Tom Waits, Quarrell seems to fit in 
perfectly with a lot of his contemporaries with- 
out really sounding like anyone else. Chintzy 
keyboard effects move songs like David Lynch- 
esque ballad “Old Lovers” along and give his hip- 
hop-style crooning a grimey taste in “Say No to 
Thugs.” Quarrell’s lyrics and odd delivery keep 
Ex Tropical compelling throughout — “get off the 
roof ... you'll go splat in the meadow” he sings 
on “Don’t Litter” while alien keyboard sounds 
surround him. Truthfully, Ex Tropical is better ex- 
perienced first before | spoil everything special 
about it. 


My Bloody Valentine — mbv 

(MY BLOODY VALENTINE) 

My favorite guitar band of all time finally delivers 
a new album after 22 years of false starts and 
promises. If you’re looking for another Loveless, 
move on. mbv is its own beast. It’s an acquired 


taste, just like the rest of their records, start- 
ing with a familiar, melodic first third; turning to 
a more ethereal and beat-driven middle third, 
featuring Belinda Butcher’s ever-heavenly vocals; 
and finishing with a punishing, noise-rock final 
third that explores the extreme scope of Kevin 
Shields’ mangled-guitar sound — the final track 
sounds like the inside of a tornado. With spiral- 
ing arrangements that draw you in on multiple 
listens, mbv is subtly rewarding and offers new 
revelations with each listen. 


Iceage — You’re Nothing 
(MATADOR) 

Well they sure didn’t clean up or slow down for 
their second album. Thank God. Copenhagen’s 
finest return with another album of regal hard- 
core noise-pop. 


Girls Names - The New Life 
(SLUMBERLAND) 

The Slumberland band expands upon their 
sound with added space and atmosphere. The 
result is a layered, soaring record touching on 
shoegaze, C86 and space-rock ambiance in equal 
doses. 


Ducktails — The Flower Lane 
(DOMINO) 

Matt Mondanile of Real Estate releases his most 
refined statement of soft-focus guitar grandeur 
on Ducktails’ The Flower Lane.Any Real Estate fan 
will feel right at home in the autumnal shading 
of opener “Ivy Covered House,” which seems 
to conjure novels out of its ornate sounds. 
Supertramp-style organ helps create substantial 
atmosphere in the title track but Mondanile’s 
evocative lyrics (“a million pretty faces and no 
one to care for,’ he sings in one Morrisseyan 
couplet) show newfound focus. Even as a song 
like “Under Cover” carries on for a languid six 
minutes with half as many chords, each move- 
ment reveals a new jazz-inflected guitar hue, 
rhythmic trick or surprising instrumental choice, 
like tastefully used horns and acoustic guitars. 
The Flower Lane rivals the work of Mondanile’s 
full band, and it’s one of the nicest surprises of 
the new year. 


Foxygen — We Are The 2Ist 
Century Ambassadors Of Peace 
& Magic (AGAGUWAR) 

Foxygen inject some soulfulness and classic- 
rock worship into the breathy indie-pop genre 
on WeAre the 2! st Century Ambassadors of Peace 
& Magic. Opener “In the Darkness” is brief, only 
two minutes, and manages to seriously vibe on 
Sgt. Peppers with regal horns and simulated 
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fanfare. By the next track, they've moved on to 
loopy Kinks-style pop that allows itself to mean- 
der sweetly for nearly six minutes while keeping 
tethered to a simple-but-surefooted arrange- 
ment and fun lyrics like “there’s no need to be 
an asshole, you’re not in Brooklyn anymore.’ It’s 
sort of shocking how revelatory Foxygen’s will- 
ingness to openly ref The Rolling Stones sounds 


in 2013. More so than shocking, it sounds effing 
great! 


Parquet Courts — Light Up 


Gold (WHAT'S YOUR RUPTURE?) 

Parquet Courts make rushing indie rock with 
snarky lyrics that wipes the floor with most of its 
ilk. Drawing on the warped psyche of Jonathan 
Richman and The Modern Lovers, along with the 
sludgy guitar antics of Sonic Youth, Guided By 
Voices and Pavement, Parquet Courts still man- 
age to conjure up their own identity, aided in a 
great part by the charisma of its frontmen, Aus- 
tin Brown and Andrew Savage. Its first couple of 
songs blur into one another in a frantic rush, but 
they break up the proceedings with short, snap- 
py songs about stoner food and the DMV and 
whatever else, built on taut little grooves. Yeah, 
they sound a bit like Charlie and Ray’s band from 
“Girls,” but it’s addictive listening, nonetheless. 


Rhye — Woman (UNIVERSAL) 

Gonna be the soul-pop album of the year. Listen 
to “The Fall,’ which is out already, for a taste of 
their futuristic soul. Lush, gorgeous, sexy stuff. 
And the singer’s actually a dude! 


Tip: 
Everything on Captured Tracks and Slumberland is pretty 


BOBBY 


ia The Cabin In The Woods 
(2011) -— Written by 


Joss Whedon 
Think Buffy meets Evil Dead. 


() American Horror Story 
The best & most twisted TV show out there! 
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iu V/H/S (2012) 


Four twisted tales that will make you wonder ...? 


Interpol -— Turn On 

The Bright Lights 

[10th Anniversary Edition] 
(MATADOR) 


Costume - Faberooni 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Think synth pop meets goth with a little dance 
to it. Something worth checking out. 


BRAD 


Umberto —- Confrontations 
(NOT NOT FUN) 
Super fun synthy spooky soundtrack type stuff. 


Ducktails — The Flower Lane 
(DOMINO) 

| can’t get enough of this new soft rock indie 
classic from the dude from Real Estate. 


Widowspeak - Almanac 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


| never really fell in love with their first album. 


But | have fallen in love the second time around. 
For fans of Mazzy Star and Fleetwood Mac. 


Grouper — The Man Who Died 


In His Boat (KRANKY) 

Grouper gives us a reissue of the excellent Drag- 
ging A Dead Deer UpA Hill this year and also this 
new collection of unreleased songs recorded 
around the same time. Haunting and beautiful. 


Pia Fraus — Silmi Island (sHELFLIFE) 
Fantastic reissue from this little unknown shoe- 
gazing band. Collects songs from 1998-2008. 


Heathered Pearls — Loyal 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

Beautiful ambient album. | could listen to this 
album over and over and over again. 


Max Richter — Recomposed By 
Max Richter: Vivaldi The Four 


Seasons (DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 

| have been a huge Max Richter since Blue Note- 
books. He recomposes Vivaldi into something 
even more awesome and addictive. 


Veronica Falls — Waiting For 


Something To Happen 
(SLUMBERLAND) 

A second excellent album of catchy twee from 
this fantastic British band. 


Shout Out Louds — Optica 
(MERGE) 

| always love these guys. Catchy pop from Swe- 
den. 


Gliss — Langsom Dans 

(MODERN OUTSIDER) 

Shoegaze for fans of The Raveonettes and My 
Bloody Valentine. 


Tip: 
read my blog ... www.amoeba.com/brad 


BRIAN G. 


Interpol — Turn On The Bright 


Lights: [Oth Anniversary Edition 
(MATADOR) 

Interpol’s debut album, Turn On The Bright Lights, 
was released exactly one week and one day be- 
fore my | 6th birthday, and | still remember anx- 
iously awaiting its release, following the previous 
June’s Interpol EP The music video for “PDA” 
was what called my attention, and the rest be- 
came history, as | started collecting the singles 
and ephemera and all things Interpol. The band’s 
darkness and coolness was an exciting opposi- 
tion to the other ridiculous shit that was popular 
in the early noughts, and even though | had (fool- 
ishly) yet to discover Joy Division, it was difficult 
to avoid any review that didn’t namecheck those 
founding fathers of post-punk — the similarity 
is apt, but not fully accurate. Lead singer Paul 
Banks’ deep monotone baritone and stream-of- 
consciousness lyrics — veering between mys- 
terious, ambiguous, romantic and, sometimes, 
asinine — nestle with Daniel Kessler’s jangling 
and urgent guitar work, Carlos Dengler’s pulsing 
and deep bass, and Samuel Fogarino’s mammoth 
drumming. Opener “Untitled” builds on ethereal 
guitar, ascends into bombast, then unwinds to 
the same ether; single “Obstacle |” is archetypi- 
cal Interpol, equal parts dark and shimmering; 
elegiac ballad “NYC” is all moody, atmospheric 
post-punk; and “Stella Was A Diver And She Was 
Always Down” and “Leif Erikson” are engaging 
and melodic, somber and lovelorn, thrilling and 
fascinating. From beginning to end are || songs 
of pure perfection, and for the album’s |0th 
anniversary, Matador Records put out a spe- 


cial two-CD/one-DVD (or two-LP/one-DVD) 
set, complete with a hardback book featuring 
previously unpublished photos and liner notes 
from Kessler. The bonus disc features the band’s 
original demos from 1998 to 2001, including the 
ambitious early versions of “PDA” and “Song 
Seven” (re-recorded as a B-side to the band’s 
sophomore album Antics in 2004, and one of my 
favorite Interpol tracks), and unreleased tracks 
“Get The Girls/Song 5” and “Gavilan/Cubed.’ 
Additionally, the bonus DVD features footage 
from the band’s first shows, as well as the music 
videos for “PDA,” “NYC” and “Obstacle |.’ This 
is what a deluxe edition should be: generous 
with unreleased material, and enough to keep 
the nostalgia of that day, August 20, 2002, when 
| first bought and heard Turn On The Bright Lights, 
alive and as exciting as it was 10+ years ago. 


The Twilight Sad —- No One 


Can Ever Know: The Remixes 
(FATCAT) 

The Twilight Sad released, in my opinion, the best 
album of 2012 with their third album, No One 
Can Ever Know, last February. The album found 
my favorite Scottish trio steering away from 
their early shoegazing sound towards synthe- 
sizers and a sound influenced by krautrock and 
industrial music. The album was darker than any- 
thing The Sad had done before, and the music 
seemed ready and inviting to be remixed. Enter 
No One Can Ever Know: The Remixes, which is 
not a track-for-track remix album, but instead 
nine remixes of four tracks from the original LP 
(“Sick,” “Not Sleeping,” “Alphabet,” and “Nil’”), 
including twitchy and throbbing remixes from 
Brokenchord and Com Truise for the single 
“Sick,” and Liars’ tense reworking of “Nil?’ When 
the tracklisting was announced, | was a little sur- 
prised that the album’s danciest track, “Another 
Bed,” or the pounding, pulsing, industrial closer 
“Kill It In The Morning” were untouched by a re- 
mix, and some of the remixes on this collection 
offer diminishing returns. But the bleakness and 
darkness of No One Can Ever Know can only hint 
at where the band is headed for their fourth al- 
bum, and N/O/C/E/K:The Remixes provides a nice 
alternative. 
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John Cale — Happy 40th 


Anniversary: Paris [919 
(REPRISE/RHINO UK) 

A lot of great, great albums were released in 
1973: Pink Floyd’s The Dark Side Of The Moon, 
Roxy Music’s ForYour Pleasure, lggy & The Stooges’ 
Raw Power, the first albums from Bruce Spring- 
steen and Tom Waits, solo albums from Bryan 
Ferry and Brian Eno, new stuff from Bowie, Led 
Zeppelin, T. Rex ... and a whole lot more.An al- 
bum whose 40th anniversary I'd like to highlight 
is Paris 1919 by John Cale, Welsh musician and 
producer extraordinaire. Cale’s distinguished 
and impressive resume spans several genres and 
styles: collaborations with avant-garde musician 
La Monte Young, composer Terry Riley and am- 
bient music pioneer Brian Eno; productions for 
Nico, Patti Smith, The Stooges and The Modern 
Lovers; and, of course, he was a co-founder of 
The Velvet Underground. By 1973 he had a solo 
album (1970’s excellent Vintage Violence) and 
several experimental projects released. Paris 
1919 found Cale shifting towards a baroque and 
classical-influenced sound, with help from pro- 
ducer Chris Thomas and a backing band consist- 
ing mostly of members of Little Feat. Lushly or- 
chestrated opener “Child’s Christmas In Wales” 
evokes childhood memories with vivid imagery. 
Cale’s richly nuanced vocals deliver such jux- 
taposing lines as “ten murdered oranges bled 
on board ship” and “good neighbours were we 
all” with the same subtle beauty. The haunting, 
stately “Hanky Panky Nohow” conjures the im- 
age of madness and paranoia subdued by “some 
memories of planing lakes.’ Tensity builds within 
the piano-driven “The Endless Plain Of Fortune’; 
“Andalucia” is a wistful, lovelorn acoustic ballad; 
and tearing rocker “Macbeth” shakes things up 
mid-album. The title track rides on driving pia- 
no and swells of symphonic strings and horns 
(courtesy of the UCLA Symphonic Orchestra); 
“Graham Greene’s” playful tune alludes to the 
British playwright; and “Half Past France” takes 
the point-of-view of a soldier during wartime on 
a train “somewhere between Dunkirk and Par- 
is,’ and his longing to return home. Throughout, 
Cale’s lyrics make cultural and literary referenc- 
es to poet Dylan Thomas, Shakespeare, Enoch 
Powell, Northern France, Segovia, Berlin and 
the 1950 film Sunset Boulevard (“the paranoid 
great movie queen” in Cale’s whispered album 
closer “Antarctica Starts Here’). The 2006 reis- 
sued edition, available as an import from Rhino 
UK, features the original nine-song album re- 
mastered in stunning clarity, plus an additional 
|2 bonus tracks. Included is the session outtake 
“Burned Out Affair,’ each song on the album in 
an alternate or demo form (of particular note is 
the drone mix of “Hanky Panky Nohow” with 
electric viola, and the strings mix of the title 


track), a piano mix of “Paris 1919,” and a hid- 
den instrumental version of “Macbeth”; the CD 
booklet features an extensive essay by Matthew 
Specktor that provides some historical context 
and very interesting insight into the recordings. 
All in all, it’s an honest and thorough testament 
to a brilliant album. It quickly became one of 
my all-time favorite albums from the very first 
listen. Paris 1919 is John Cale’s most accessible 
album — a beautiful, bravura moment in a long 
and thrilling career. 


Jesu — Christmds (ROBOTIC EMPIRE) 
Welsh post-metal drone-doom band Jesu, lead 
by musician/producer Justin K. Broadrick, re- 
leased the holiday-themed Christmas EP digitally 
back in December 2010. The EP finally found a 
CD and LP release this past December, and re- 
gardless of its title’s implication of jolly yuletide 
singalongs, that’s not at all what you get with Jesu. 
Perhaps a more inclusive title like “December” 
or even “Winter” would’ve been more befitting. 
“Christmas” is nine minutes of dense, eardrum- 
exploding shoegaze-metal that’s in the same vein 
as “Losing Streak,” from Jesu’s 2009 EP Opiate 
Sun. Broadrick buries his vocals in waves 

of thrashing noise and explores his 
post-Jesu musical interests with his 
alternate aliases on the B-sides: a 
throbbing remix by JK Flesh that’s 
almost trip-hop; a gentler remix 
under Broadrick’s Pale Sketcher 
guise that enhances the acoustic el- 
ements of the song; and JKB’s remix 
under his Final moniker that’s nearly 
15 minutes of trembling, pure ambi- 
ent drone, and the most serene mo- 
ment on the EP. Further enhanced 
by a beautiful photo on the cover, 
Christmas is a nice way to wind 
down the holiday season. 





















Stars Of The Lid — 
The Ballasted 


Orchestra [Reissue] 
(KRANKY) 

Austin, Texas-based ambient drone 
duo Stars Of The Lid released one of their 
finest double albums in March 1997, The Bal- 
lasted Orchestra. Kranky Records finally reissued 
this gorgeous and spooky set on vinyl after years 
of being out-of-print. The Ballasted Orchestra was 
recorded by Adam Wiltzie and Brian McBride to 
cassette, and was very much a transitional album, 
between the treated guitar and found-sound ef- 
fects of their 1995 debut Music For Nitrous Oxide, 
and the modern-classical mini-symphonies the 
duo would later compose on 2001’s triple album 
The Tired Sounds Of Stars Of The Lid and 2007's 


triple album Stars Of The Lid And Their Refinement 
Of The Decline (all amazing). Opener “Central 
Texas” sounds like processed thunder rumbles 
or skewed waves on a beach; “Sun Drugs”’ is 
|2-and-a-half minutes of eerie feedback drones 
and drawn-out, siren-like calls;“24 Inch Cymbal,” 
which is exclusive to the vinyl release, is a slow, 
trembling fog with abundant sound effects; and 
the brief, gentle interlude “Down Il” leads di- 
rectly into “Taphead” (a reference to Talk Talk), 
another |2-and-a-half minutes of pure drone 
that reminds me of the tense score to Lodge 
Kerrigan’s 1993 schizophrenia tale Clean, Shaven. 
SOTL’s druggy and cosmic-cinematic composi- 
tions turn more ominous with “Fucked Up (3:57 
AM),” and centerpieces “Music For Twin Peaks 
Episode #30 Part |” and “Part 2,” the former 
of which (one of my all-time favorite Lid tracks) 
ebbs and flows with haunting, melancholic 
swells, and the latter of which stretches out 
to a dark |3-and-a-half minutes. Closing track 
“The Artificial Pine Arch Song” is almost three 
minutes longer than the CD version (bringing 
the track to just shy of 21 minutes long) and 
welcomes sleep to come to the listener at a 
glacier’s pace — as they would later name one 
of their compositions, it’s “another ballad for 
heavy [eye] lids”’ SOTL’s music is both inward- 
looking and like Ambien for the 
brain: beautiful, startling, lonely, 
disorienting, euphoric, deso- 
late and dreamy. This double 
LP is definitely something to 
treasure. 


Bell Gardens — Full 


Sundown Assembly 
(SOUTHERN) 
L.A.-based Bell Gardens make 
subtle psychedelic chamber pop, 
and consist of two experimental 
musicians/friends: Kenneth James 
Gibson and Brian McBride (the 
latter from Stars Of The Lid). Bell 
Gardens finds McBride exploring 
his inner Brian Wilson, versus the 
inner Brian Eno of his other pur- 
suits (in addition to his work in SOTL, 
McBride released two excellent solo 
albums, in 2005 and 2010). Gibson fronts 
this new project and harmonizes with McBride 
throughout Full Sundown Assembly’s eight tracks. 
Relaxed opener “Clinging To The Almost’ is 
pure atmosphere, like a movie’s opening theme. 
My expectations of ambience (McBride, default) 
were shuffled out by track two, “Differently To- 
night,’ whose blasting horns and subtle and sub- 
dued feeling conjures a serene night during sum- 
mertime. In fact, that’s the dominant mood of 
Full Sundown Assembly: twilight time on a breezy 
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beach in August. Long instrumental passages 
permeate the tracklisting, in accordance with 
the movie-soundtrack feeling, and a melancholy 
Beach Boys-like mood pervades. The Beach Boys 
influence is at its clearest on the single “Through 
The Rain,” in which twinkling bells give way to 
Gibson and McBride’s lush harmonies and Pet 
Sounds dreaminess. The album’s two closers, 
“South” and “To Land,” are augmented with gor- 
geous strings, horns and more harmonies that 
stretch more than six minutes apiece. “South” 
really soars, and recalls the acoustic epics of 
Engineers or Zero 7; and the country-ish pedal 
steel that starts “To Land” gives way to a languid 
ballad. The album is best when taken as a whole 
— beginning to end, Full Sundown Assembly is a 
beautiful achievement. 


BAR 


Grouper — The Man Who Died 


In His Boat (KRANKY) 

Darkly solemn ditties with guitar, voice and tape 
effects.Also pick up the LP reissue of Dragging A 
Dead Deer Up A Hill. 


Scott Walker — Bish Bosch (4p) 


| suppose | should begin with a warning; If you 
are the type of listener who won't be able to 
stomach a line like “dragging my wormy anus 
round on shag piles from Persia to Thrace,” then 
this album is not for you. But that said, | am a fan 
of Scott Walker’s challenging late-career work. 
This record is a sonic experience expansive 
enough to hold heaven, hell, humor and decay 
and life within its grooves. 


BURGESS 


Producer @ byrdsol. 
Email me byrdsolmusic@gmail.com 
and | will send you a free gift. 


Pantha Du Prince — Elements 
Of Light (ROUGH TRADE) 


64-piece, baton-driven ensemble, live percussion 
and programmed electronics = tight 


Ervin Arana -— Set It Off 


(mix CD) (SELF-RELEASED) 
Dope hip-hop Funk Bboy breaks 


Mark Stewart — Exorcism Of 


Envy (FUTURE NOISE) 
Set phazers to “murder dem” 
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DREXCIYA — Journey Of The 


Deep Set Dweller (cLoNe) 
underwater Detroit techno 


Nosaj Thing — Home 
(INNOVATIVE LEISURE) 
L.A. Sci-Fi Electro 


CANDACE VILLATE 


Alexandre Desplat — Argo 


[Original Soundtrack] 
(WATERTOWER) 


Two Steps from Hell - 


Archangel (Two STEPS FROM HELL) 
If | could explain the experience of speechless- 
ness... 


Kerry Muzzey -— Trailer Music 2 
(KIRBYKO MUSIC LLC) 

Why are you reading about this when you could 
be buying this? 


Marcelo Zarvos — The Words 


[Score] (LAKESHORE) 
No words for this. 


Mala — Mala in Cuba 
(BROWNSWOOD) 


ia End of Watch (2012) - 
Directed by David Ayer 


F 
fi , 


© 


ia The Imposter (2012) — 
Directed by Bart Layton 


ia Flight (2012) — Directed by 
Robert Zemeckis 


ia Pitch Perfect (2012) —- 
Directed by Jason Moore 


ia Arbitrage (2012) — Directed 
by Nicholas Jarecki 


CHARLES REECE 


Be the first to read my blog: 
http://www.amoeba.com/blog/ 
contributors/writings-from-the-holy-texan/ 
page! .html 


Andrzej Korzynski — Possession 


[Score] (FINDERS KEEPERS) 

The recent interest in the cinema of Andrzej 
Zulawski is a joke, but as far as it goes, Possession 
is probably this halfwit auteur’s pretentious mas- 
terpiece, a risible prime example of Eurotrash 
art horror. Although the film oeuvre deserves 
to stay forgotten, Korzynski’s electo-orchestral 
score is brilliant, and certainly the best argument 
for the director’s faddish resurgence. 





Fabio Frizzi -— The Beyond 


[Score] (MONDOTEES) 

One of the top five horror scores of all time. It 
doesn’t get any better than the choral cues on 
this record. 


Tod Dockstader — Electronic 


Vol. I (MORDANT) 

Dockstader’s never made a bad album. He’s one 
of the best electronic composers, always cre- 
ating a full aural environment. Here he proves 
himself to be one the best composers of library 
music. 


John Carpenter & Alan 
Howarth — Halloween III: 


Season of the Witch [Score] 
(DEATH WALTZ) 

Forget how shitty the movie is and how disap- 
pointed you were upon first seeing it; this is the 
best score Carpenter ever did. With Howarth as 
his co-composer this time around. 


Tip: 
If you can dance to it, it’s not good electronic music. 


CHRIS 
CARMENA 
Bark Psychosis — Hex 
[Reissue] (VINILIsssiMo) 





Midnight Davis — Aftershocks 
(FIVE EASY PIECES) 


LA Vampires and Maria 


Minerva — The Integration 
(NOT NOT FUN) 


DeepChord —- Sommer 
(SOMA QUALITY) 


Grad_U - Redscale OI and 
Redscale 02 12” (REDSCALE) 


Huerco S. — Untitled 12” 
(OPAL TAPES / BOOMKAT EDITIONS) 


Evian Christ — Kings & Them 
(TRIANGLE) 


HTRK / Tropic of Cancer — 
Part Time Punks Radio Sessions 
| 2”? (GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 


Billow Observatory -— 
Billow Observatory (FELTE) 


Loscil — Sketches From New 
Brighton (KRANKY) 


Raime —- Quarter Turns Over A 
Living Line (BLACKEST EVER BLACK) 
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CHRISTINA 


“Music is My Boyfriend/ 

Music is My Girlfriend/ 

Music is My Dead End/ 
Music’s My Imaginary Friend.” 


Kendrick Lamar — good kid, 


m.A.A.d city (AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE) 
Local boy gone good — REAL GOOD. Rarely 
does an album this hyped meet expectations, but 
in the case of good kid, m.A.A.d city, the major-la- 
bel debut from Compton-born-and-bred Kend- 
rick Lamar, expectations are obliterated. Unique 
among hip-hop, the skits on this album are used 
to weave a through-line story complete with 
characters, complications and consequences. 
As a result, this concept album plays like a di- 
ary, showcasing the raw energy, vulnerability 
and, most important in the hip-hop world, the 
authenticity of its star. By the end of the album, 
you'll be chanting along in agreement: “He’s real, 
he’s real, he’s really, really real.” 


Key Tracks: “Bitch, Don’t Kill My Vibe,” “Backseat 
Freestyle” and “The Recipe” ft. Dr. Dre (off the 
Deluxe Edition) 


Tame Impala — Lonerism 
(MODULAR) 

Sophomore slump be damned. Lonerism, the sec- 
ond album from Australian psychedelic rockers 
Tame Impala, finds the band in the midst of evo- 
lution. Staying true to their groove rock roots, 
Tame Impala braces the gauzy hazy dreaminess 
of the band’s 2010 debut, Innerspeaker, with 
added backbone. Still intact are the meandering 
guitar solos and fuzzed out distortion, but over- 


66 MUSIC WELIKE %& Spring/Summer 2013 


all the new tracks are tighter, heavier and fea- 
ture a prominent rhythm section driving them 
all home. 


Key Track:“Mind Mischief” 


Dum Dum Girls — End of Daze 
(SUB POP) 

Short, but oh so sweet. This five-track EP from 
bicoastal girl group Dum Dum Girls aims straight 
for the heart. All-killer and no-filler, the tracks 
showcase frontwoman Dee Dee’s brooding vo- 
cals and contrasting lyrical themes of light and 
darkness. Never has a “Season in Hell’ sounded 
so inviting. 


Key Track: “Lord Knows” 


Grizzly Bear — Shields (warp) 
Sonically dense, technically complex and richly 
ornate, the fourth studio album from Brook- 
lyn-based indie rock darlings Grizzly Bear also 
serves as their most compositionally adventur- 
ous outing. Described as the band’s most col- 
laborative album, Shields utilizes Grizzly Bear’s 
signature elements of lush arrangements, synco- 
pated rhythms and haunting harmonies to great 
effect. Can Grizzly Bear continue to improve on 
indie rock perfection? They sure will try. 


Key Tracks: “Yet Again” and “Gun-Shy”’ 


Hundred Waters — Hundred 


Waters (OWSLA) 

A whisper of an album that lays you out flat. This 
self-titled debut from Gainesville, Fla.-based 
band Hundred Waters blends the disparate 
elements of folk and electronica into a sound 
that is uniquely their own. Waves of choral vo- 
cals float alongside digital glitches and twitches 
with ease, and poetic lyrics are articulated over 
rounds of computer-generated loops. Venture 
into these uncharted waters and you will be 
richly rewarded. 


Key Track: “Caverns” 


CHRISTY 


Cold Cave — Cherish the Light 
Years (MATADOR) 


Ok, so I’m a year late (this came out in 2011), 


but | recently became a fan of this band after 
seeing them perform at the Getty last fall. Dark- 
wave post-punk synth pop.A really great album. 


Paul Banks — Banks (MATADOR) 
Instead of putting his good songs on the last In- 
terpol album, Paul saved them for this one. 


ia Cloud Atlas (2012) - 
Directed by The Wachowskis 
& Tom Tykwer 


| think the confusing trailers ruined the movie’s 


potential for success in its theatrical release. 


Here’s the deal — ever wondered who Tom 
Hanks was in a past life? Make that six lives, and 
set them in the past, present and future. 


Beck — Song Reader (MCSWEENEY'S) 

If you want to hear Beck’s latest album, you 
have to be able to read sheet music, then play 
it yourself! Or, watch various musicians’ inter- 
pretations of the songs on YouTube. Packaged 
in a beautiful hardcover folder, every song has 
its own unique artwork and suggestions, e.g., for 
“Sorry,” “play swing or straight.” For “Mutilation 
Rag,” “bizarramente.” For “Last Night You Were 
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a Dream,’ “please do not hurry this song.” 


Chromatics — Kill For Love 
(ITALIANS DO IT BETTER) 

| was immediately drawn to this album upon 
the first listen and must say, this is my top pick 
of the year. Great post-punk electro pop music 
with dreamy female vocals. They also cover Neil 
Young’s “Hey Hey, My My,’ but make the song 


~ CLIFF 


Johnny Thunders & The 
Heartbreakers — L.A.M.F.: 


The Definitive Edition (UNGLE) 
| tried to tell ’em, but they don’t understand that 
rockin’ ain’t easy! 


Junior Kimbrough - 


First Recordings (Fat Possum) 
More hypnotic than a hippnopotamus. 


\ 
\ 
1 
// \ 


am, 
\ 
LH 








Arthur Conley -— I’m Living 
Good 1964-1974: The Soul Of 


Arthur Conley (KENT U.K.) 
Rod Stewart owes this man’s family money! 


George Jackson — Let The Best 
Man Win: The Fame Recordings 


Vol. Two (KENT U.K.) 
This man is a songwriting machine! 


David Ruffin — David (HiP-O SELECT) 
David Ruffin is in the top five best singers ever. 


Marvin Gaye — Trouble Man: 
Expanded Edition (HiP-0 SELECT) 


| can’t beleive this is even out, flambostic! 


Ike Turner — Studio 
Productions: New Orleans and 
Los Angeles 1963-1965 (AcE Ux.) 


Well, he did make some mighty fine music. 


Ike Turner — Blues Roots/Bad 


Dreams (8Go) 
Funky stingin’ blues! 


Magic Sam — Raw Blues Live 
(ROCK BEAT) 
Sound quality isn’t A+, but the performance is! 


is Muddy Waters & 
The Rolling Stones Live At The 
Checkerboard Lounge, Chicago 


1981 DVD/CD 


Tough Chicago blues featuring Muddy, Buddy, 
Lefty, Keith, Mick & Ron. 


DANIEL TURES 


Floor manager 
Aquarius, hi-fi enthusiast 


Toy — Toy (COOPERATIVE MUSIC) 

Despite their odd name, this great London in- 
die-psych band is sure to be big with the kids. 
(As for odd names, they were previously called 
Joe Lean and the Jing Jang Jong.) With a big, dark, 
melodic churn somewhere between the Church, 
My Bloody Valentine and kindred spirits the 
Horrors, they unfurl wondrously phasey, soaring 
tapestries of '90s-meets-’60s space shoegaze. 
Ear-grabbing stuff that could easily steal a march 
on Tame Impala in 2013. 
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Redd Kross — Researching the 


Blues (MERGE RECORDS) 

Ever since making the best teen-punk album 
of all time, 1982’s Born Innocent, the fun-loving 
brothers McDonald have continued to improve 
their songwriting and their chops, kicking out 
wonderfully tuff, snotty guitar albums like Neu- 
rotica and Phaseshifter. They are in absolute top 
form on their latest, a great blast of Replace- 
ments-meets-Cheap-Trick backyard stadium 
rock bursting with fuzz and hooks. One of L.A’s 
greatest bands shows how it’s done! 


The Crazy Squeeze 

Another great local rock band that’s keeping 
classic power-pop & trash-punk alive! These guys 
bash out rough, dirty pub-rock with boozy ebul- 
lience, doing righteous justice to their influences, 
which are many, but include the |0lers, the MC5 
and the Dead Boys. Raw harmonies, blazing riffs 
and high-octane drumming drive these hymns 
to teenage frustration, what more do you need? 
With so many young kids drifting towards limp, 
forgettable folk or Radiohead-damaged “experi- 
mental” dreck, somebody needs to carry the 
torch for good old rock & roll. Give it to the 
Crazy Squeeze! 


Prins Thomas — Prins Thomas 


HT (FULL PUPP) 

Norwegian space-disco producer Prins Thomas 
is back with another wonderfully heady album 
of abstract kraut-house, essentially one long 
song or set of nervous interstellar polyrhythms, 
skittering percussion and solid bass. A bit too 
minimalist and unsettling for the dancefloor, but 
a classic disco mind trip. 


Black Hole — Land of Mystery 
(SHADOW KINGDOM) 

My favorite clearance-section discovery of the 
year — totally amazing, epic, low-budget Italian 
doom-metal from 1985, reissued on the excel- 
lent Shadow Kingdom label. Satanic synths and 
tinkling chimes set the scene for thin, eerie riffs 
and disembodied intoning — each song is a 
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journey into midnight madness on a very, very 
low budget. It sounds like a demo tape found in 
a dumpster of some suburban kids who got way 
too into Dungeons & Dragons. The 6th-grade 
magic marker cover art of a skull floating over 
an Illuminati graveyard, and the polaroid of the 
dudes gathered around a tiny coffin in medieval 
garb, make this a lost masterpiece. Enter the 
Land of Mystery! 


Kate Earl -— Stronger (DOWNTOWN) 
She started out as a corporate mouseketeer 
trying to sell some would-be Mandy Moore kidz 
bop, but she decided to get serious and exited 
the machine to work on her rock songwriting 
with some studio pros. Now she’s back on an 
indie label with a set of surprisingly great tunes 
that sound like nothing less than classic Fleet- 
wood Mac, from the warm production to the 
cascading builds and bridges to the crystalline 
choruses, which she belts out in a wonderfully 
clear alto. The album breaks down and gets silly 
about halfway through, but before it does, she 
nails four or five tunes that would fit right in 
on ’70s FM radio. Anyone who can do that can 
call me a fan. 


Matthew Dear — Beams 

(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

| haven’t been a big fan of Matthew Dear’s singing 
in the past, but somehow on this one he nailed 
it for me — chunky, no wave disco backbeats 
with his weird, wistful vocals over the top, kind 
of like LCD Soundsytem but without the annoy- 
ing dude hogging the mic. They both go for that 
Talking Heads Remain In Light thing, but | think 
Matthew Dear gets it a little righter. 


Beak> — Beak II (invabA) 

Portishead’s Geoff Barrows constructs tough, 
dark krautrock layouts with his best side project, 
Beak>.More than most modern krautophiles, he 
understands the strangeness and tension in what 
Can do, that organic balance of art and funk. Let 
Barrows take the wheel when it’s time to get in 
the Can van and go night cruising. See Beak> live 
for the proper experience! 


Derde Verde — Moon/Mirror 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

This great local combo plays thoughtful, layered 
indie pop with wry, lilting vocals — gives me a 
Zombies kinda Odyssey & Oracle kinda feeling, 
but longer songs that build and flow organically. 
Really well-written stuff, accomplished players 
and a charming sound. Definitely a local band to 
watch — especially when their new disc drops 
later this year. 


D}) Nu-Mark - Broken Sunlight 
(HOT PLATE) 

The erstwhile Jurassic 5 beatmaker comes cor- 
rect with a devastating platter —- a supreme 
funk attack featuring stellar MCs from the Large 
Professor to Bumpy Knuckles to Aloe Blacc (but 
most of all J-Live on the blazing “Tonight’’).With 
so many Gen Y rappers pooping out lethargic, 
overwrought, tuneless Internet rap (and some- 
how dominating the charts with it), it’s a real 
blast to get back to an old-school L.A. block 
party that rocks your mind, body and soul, with 
a couple of afro-latino funk journeys for those 
who missed his great world-funk mixtape, Take 
Me With You. 


White Fence — Family Perfume 


Vol. I (wooobsisT) 

Tim Presley of Darker My Love leads a double 
life as White Fence, a mysterious home-taping 
psych wizard who cranks out stacks of miracu- 
lously strange, lo-fi, Barrett-esque whimsy, veer- 
ing from pastoral fingerpicking to acid-harmony 
choruses to echo overload, all swimming in glo- 
rious tape hiss. Some of the best scrambled pop 
collage since the olden days of Guided By Voices. 
Ascend into the kaleidoscope! 


Melody’s Echo Chamber - 


Melody’s Echo Chamber 

(FAT POSSUM) 

French retro-pop gal Melody Prochet got to- 
gether with Tame Impala overlord Kevin James 
for some dream-pop sound surfing, and the re- 
sult is a knockout. Rich, vintage-sounding analog 
psych arias over spacious, chimey soundscapes 
— fans of Mazzy Star, Broadcast, Stereolab and 
the Cocteau Twins will have a brand new star in 
their firmament. 


The Men —- Open Your Heart 
(SACRED BONES) 

The Men of Brooklyn cough up raw, bloody 
chunks of rock power, but they’re not particu- 
lar — they'll shift from blasting Nirvana grunge 
straight into some sloppy Stones country soul. 
Ragged but right! 





Film, Music, Art, Beer. 


downtown 
independent LA 


251 S. Main St. LA CA 90012 
downtownindependent.com 
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Diiv — Oshin (CAPTURED TRACKS) 
Absolutely sublime new strummy dreampop 
record from this Brooklyn combo (brothers of 
Beach Fossils). Simple, tuneful, emotional new 
wave guitar riffs with blurry vocals, with the na- 
ive rush of early New Order. 


Toro Y Moi — Freaking Out 
(CARPARK) 

Whoa!!! Chaz Bundick indulges his freaky side 
on this brilliant quintet of tunes that were per- 
haps too gangsta for his last LP The opener is an 
insane slice of 80s MiamiVice synth-disco sleaze, 
the title track is a funkaholic homage to Prince. 
Slammin’ sounds! And there’s a new Toro Y Moi 
longplayer out now! 


The Fresh & Onlys — Long Slow 


Dance (MEXICAN SUMMER) 

This great S.F jangle-pop band took their time 
writing and recording this record, and the results 
are stunning.A wondrous set of bittersweet pop 
with indelible choruses and intriguing emotions, 
a little bit Smiths, a little bit Go-Betweens, a little 
bit Troggs. Their best yet, and one of the year’s 
best, too. They can also be heard backing psych- 
folk legend Rodriguez on the road. 


Moon Duo -— Circles (sAcreD BONES) 
Zoom off on a kozmic desert trip with Moon 
Duo! Circles, the third album from this side proj- 
ect of the great Wooden Shiips’ guitartst Eric 
Ripley Johnson, is a garage/kraut/bubblegum 
blast, full of crunchy riffs, whipcrack motorik 
rhythms and zoney space howlin’, not to men- 
tion the Shjipsy predilection for endless Suicide- 
al rep rep repetition. Hot shizzzzz!!! 


Jon Spencer Blues Explosion — 


Meat & Bone (mom & Pop) 

The Black Keys and The White Stripes love clas- 
sic blues and blues-rock, but they will never let 
it rip with the wild, ugly, primal abandon of Jon 
Spencer. The opener, “Black Mold,” explodes out 
of the speakers like a genetic hybrid of early 
Nirvana and Deep Purple. Twelve cuts of prime, 
scungy, real reckless rock ’n’ roll, like the kids 
don’t make so much of anymore. 


Clinic — Free Reign (DOMINO) 
Mysterious U.K. art-rock brigade takes us on 
another wintry ride through kraut rockscapes, 
Suicide-al no wave and outsider Monk funk. 
The songs evolve & flow by unseen rules, with 
an uncompromising mix by Daniel Lopatin (aka 
Oneohtrixpointnever). Antidisco antipop from 
the bizarro world backstreet boys! 
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Surinam! Boogie & Disco Funk 
from the Surinamese Dance 
Floors 1976-1983 —- Various 


Artists (KINDRED SPIRITS) 

This former Dutch colony at the northern edge 
of South America apparently had a pretty vi- 
brant disco scene, as this delightful set proves. 
Full of funky synths, party rhythms and super 
jams — somewhat like American disco, but with 
a bit more tasty spice and grit to it. 


Neil Young & Crazy Horse - 


Psychedelic Pill (Reprise) 

Here it is, Neil Young fans — the PSYCHEDELIC 
PILL!!! The first serious classic-rock record from 
Neil in several decades. Nothing wrong with 
the past 10 experimental albums, but this one 
is the real deal. Big, dark, fiery hard rock from 
Neil & the Horse, who sound like they’re in their 
prime! 


John Maus - A Collection 
Of Rarities & Previously 


Unreleased Material (ripBpon) 

Dark, soulful, spastic synth-bubblegum from this 
onetime Ariel Pink co-conspirator! His haunt- 
ing, dystopian vocals recall classic minimal-wave 
weirdness, as do the paranoid, futuristic grave- 
yard party beats. Catch the Maus! 


Chicano Batman -— Joven 


Navigante (OVER THE COUNTER) 

This great East L.A. trio makes groovy, psyche- 
delic indie-tropicalia with elements of cumbia 
and post-punk. They’re named for a fictional 
crimefighter who rescues fruit vendors and ice- 
cream trucks from La Migra. They were originally 
described to me as “somewhere between Televi- 
sion and tropicalia,’ and | thought, that sounds 
great, but it can’t be true. But it TIS true! They 
really have that weird Television guitar interplay, 
off-kilter and cerebral. Wonderful Eastside new- 
wave chicano twang! 








DAVE 
CUNNINGHAM 


Tame Impala — Lonerism 
(MODULAR) 


Ponderosa — Pool Party 
(NEW WEST) 


Diiv — Oshin (CAPTURED TRACKS) 
Violens — True (SLUMBERLAND) 


Broken Water — Tempest 
(HARDLY ART) 


ERVIN ARANA 


www. twitter.com/ervinarana 


Dj Day — Land of |,000 
Chances (PIECELOCK 70) 


D}) Nu-Mark - Broken Sunlight 
(HOT PLATE) 


ATCQ vs Pharcyde - 
Bizarre Tribe: A Quest to the 
Pharcyde (Gummy SouL) 


The Rugged Nuggets — 
Yo Todo Tu Yo (COLEMINE) 


Byrdsol - Surya System 
(MOUNTAIN FIGHTING) 


Wax Tailor — Dusty Rainbow 
From the Dark (LAB ORATOIRE) 


DJ DANIEL SUELO 


Father John Misty — Fear Fun 


| 2”? (SUB POP) 

My favorite album of year. witty and honest 
songwriting mixed with all the emotions an in- 
telligent twentysomething feels. 


ia Marina Abramovic: The Artist 
Is Present (2012) — Directed by 
Matthew Akers, Jeff Dupre 


Incredible footage of what a true artist faces 
when they make a career out of their original 
art.A fearless and brave human being. Captures 
the reality, the ups and downs ... the personal 
battles and how it molds what you create. In- 
credibly inspiring to me. One of my favorite films 
of the year. 


Mumford & Sons — Babel 

(GLASS NOTE) 

| was fortunate to talk to Winston, the banjo 
player, here at Amoeba. Great man, and no 
surprise he has wonderful taste in music. I’m a 
sucker for some brilliant writing. Mix it with folk 
harmonies, banjo, well-crafted arrangements and 
you have yourself a classic album. 


Chilly Gonzales — Solo Piano II 
(ARTS & CRAFTS) 

Gonzales is a brilliant man | look up to as an art- 
ist ... versatile musician. From these piano com- 
positions to Feist to hip-hop tracks for Drake, 
this man is pushing things forward for this pe- 
riod of music. | caught a live show of his tour 
for Solo Piano II, and it was easily one of the best 
performances | have ever experienced. Improv, 
skillful piano tricks, abundant humor, audience 
piano lessons and genius rants on the world as 
we see it today. This album will be a regular part 
of your life from here on out. 


SIR FRANKIE 
DELMANE ESQ. 


“You have a right to your opinion, 
yet no claim to my reality.” 


O)Alice: The Complete First 
Season (1976-1977) 


As is my wont, recent television is not my bag. | 
can groove on some of those tough stuff HBO 
shows, certainly, but network-driven affairs have 


MUSIC WELIKE *%& Spring/Summer 20138 71 





left me cold for the last decade. Most are too 
smarmy and cute for my brain space. Which is 
what always brings me back to classic, no-non- 
sense, ridiculously simple, warm-hearted shows 
such as ALICE. Slight, easy, not too demanding 
— the television shows of the 1970s carried a 
fun, a frivolity,a humanity sorely lacking in these 
modern broadcast times. Good ideas and great 
entertainment are timeless, and this show quali- 
fies, as it broke much new ground upon its ar- 
rival. Waxing poetic about this show does come 
with reservation — many a corny joke, bunk set 
up and paper-thin plot appear, yet the ensemble 
cast, snappy one liners and general mood do 
enough to draw in even the most cynical ob- 
server. Broadway baby Linda Lavin plays the title 
character, a widow raising her young son in the 
midst of going to night school, working days at 
Mel’s Diner as an underpaid waitress, pursuing 
her dreams of being a professional singer. Alice 
is surrounded by colorful, animated personali- 
ties, from the lust-driven, mouthy, heart-of-gold 
quip Queen Flo (played pitch-perfect by the 
wonderful Polly Holliday), whose catch phrase 
“Kiss My Grits!’ became a small sensation in the 
1970s — to the absent-minded, eternally sweet 
Vera (played by Beth Howland, another Broad- 
way vet), and her gruff, always-shouting boss Mel 
Sharples (portrayed by The Actor’s Studio life 
member Vic Tayback) — Alice struggles through 
her days with grace and humor, displaying for the 
first time on network television what it may be 
like to be a single mother making it in the world, 
on her terms, in her way — no man need be 
the savior, no man need be the answer — AI- 
ice finds her footing in this crazy society on her 
own, thank you very much. From homosexuality 
to gun violence to sexual education to celebrity 
worship to women’s rights to prostitution, in the 
first season alone Alice tackles — and answers, 
quite nicely — social controversies of the day, 
utilizing one of the most holy devices any art 
form needs to become timeless — to see the 
world not as it is, but as it should be. 


C) Kojak: Seasons [-5 
(1973-1978) 


In my continued love affair with 1970s television, 
| give you this fantastic, colorful, gritty cop show, 
brimming with tough-guy electricity and explo- 
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sive moral outrage. Telly Savalas plays Theo Kojak, 
a hard-nosed New York police detective whose 
anger towards injustice is palpable. He smokes 
long tip cigarillos, cigarettes, chews gum and, 
most famously, sucks on lollipops. New York cop 
tough to the bone, baby. Every issue of the day in 
the world of crime is addressed — mostly drugs 
— busts, heists, overdoses, trafficking, sales, mob 
scores, vendettas, gambling, robberies — it all 
plays out over |18 45-minute mini movies, each 
one starring Telly Savalas — smooth bald head, 
thick neck, piercing eyes, sharp features, killer 
smile, impeccable suits, jackets, hats, a dazzling 
pinky ring — and his band of city detectives, 
fixed on nothing more than bringing down the 
bad guy, taking the scum off the streets, washing 
it clean with justice and style. A farcical macho 
fantasy at times, it has a self-awareness that tran- 
scends some of the more high-handed moments. 
And the guest stars (James Woods, Geraldine 
Page, Mary Beth Hurt, Harvey Keitel, Christo- 
pher Walken, Susan Tyrell — to name but a few) 
are as rich as Kojak’s street easy slang, Botany 
500 suits, designer glasses and physical grace. 
This is when television wanted to be art, to re- 
arrange the medium to compete with the films 
of Martin Scorcese and Sidney Lumet and Don 
Siegel — to create high-tension dramas with ac- 
tion of purpose, to see them as filmed, arranged, 
constructed and edited like visual stories with 
a lingering emotional impression — not just 
merely product filler for commercials and sta- 
tion breaks. Kojak’s five-year run gave voice to 
inner-city issues both small and large, demon- 
strating a lust for message, wrapped tightly in 
vivid, seedy, dark technicolor. 


im What Makes Sammy Run? 
(1959) - Directed by 
Delbert Mann 


Too hot for Hollywood, this was broadcast on 
television in two parts. A scathing portrait of a 
middle brow user on his way to the top, it set 
the standard for all and ever more in the annals 
of twisted ambition at any cost. Sammy Glick is 
nothing more than a copy boy at a New York 
newspaper, with zero talent but the ability to 
outgrow his limitations. From copy boy to fea- 
ture writer to script writer to movie producer 
— in short succession, all on the backs of other, 


more talented, less cutthroat people. John For- 
sythe plays Glick’s right hand heel, the only man 
who is constantly disgusted by Sammy Glick, and 
tells him to his face, continuously. Glick refers 
to him as his best friend, the only honest guy he 
knows, as he walks all over writers and actors 
and publicists and studio chiefs in an effort to 
grab the gold, go all the way to the top. Real 
life moments creep in, however, and by the time 
Glick arrives at his destination, his power com- 
plete, his soul has been so damaged that only a 
husk remains — an empty, symbolic sham of a 
man who stands for nothing, except blind ambi- 
tion and hollow gestures of respectability and 
success. Since the original book’s 1941 publish- 
ing date (written by Budd Shculberg), the char- 
acter of Sammy Glick has made its presence in 
everything from Sunset Boulevard, A Star Is Born, 
The Stuntman and The Big Picture to The Player, The 
Bad & The Beautiful, and The Purple Rose of Cairo. 
In the end it is a tale of rampant capitalism, ruth- 
less ambition and a tasteless race to the front of 
the line, where you hang around — all alone. 


i Freddie Mercury: The Great 
Pretender (2012) — Directed by 
Rhys Thomas 


Just when you thought all the dirt on Queen 
could be unhatched, this wonderful documen- 
tary comes swishing down the stairs. Focused 
solely on Freddie Mercury’s life, The Great Pre- 
tender delivers a slew of new information on this 
unique pop star — his loves, ambitions, desires, 
insecurities, adventures and vaguely bacchanalian 
lifestyle, featuring his cats — and his claws. Fred- 
die reminds one of Errol Flynn — the robust, 
randy way he lived, the unyielding need to find 
love and adventure at every turn, the quiet heart 
of a shy man exploring himself while the world 
looks on. His talent afforded him the luxury of 
becoming what he had envisioned for himself, 
bringing as much freedom as can be handled (or 
not). So loved was this man that through dis- 
agreements with his band, betrayals from con- 
fidants and resistance to his creative whims, his 
private world protected him — friends, family, 
fans — all rallied behind the man, ensuring him 
no matter what, we shall always be there for you, 
as your music will be for us, forever and ever, for 
all new worlds to come. 


ia A Woman’s Face (1941) - 
Directed by George Cukor 


Joan Crawford — one of the greatest stars the 
Hollywood studio system ever produced — is 
the main attraction in this fine little thriller about 
a woman named Anna Holm, hideously scarred 
in her youth, who deals in blackmail and falls in 
with a power-mad playboy, who subtly suggests 


she get involved with murdering his 4-year-old 
nephew, so as to claim his Uncle’s vast estate 
through inheritance. During an earlier, bizarre 
blackmail plot, Crawford’s Anna Holm runs into 
a plastic surgeon, offering to remove the disfig- 
urement, making her a desirable woman for the 
first time in her life. When she goes off to live in 
the Uncle’s castle, posing as the new governess, 
she ends up falling in love with the child, feeling 
warmth towards the old uncle, experiencing a 
strange humanity never received before. As she 
becomes more and more conflicted, her poison 
playboy puts on the pressure, demanding that 
she do the deed quickly, revealing sick ambi- 
tions to expand his empire as far as the money 
stretches. Seeing his shades of fascist greed, she 
now knows him to be clinically insane. The story 
is told in courtroom flashbacks.Although a much 
softer remake of the original 1938 Swedish film 
(a more vicious movie all around), A Woman’s 
Face demonstrates Joan Crawford’s strengths as 
an actress as much a movie star, the power of 
her presence, accented by cheekbones, sensual 
swagger, hard nerve — the talent to be rotten 
and vulnerable, all in the same scene. 


C) James Ellroy’s L.A.: City Of 


Demons 

This is a bizarre, cheap, engaging show. Famed 
crime author James Ellroy reveals his obsessions 
naked and nasty, telling tales out of Los Angeles’ 
seedy past. The intense, imposing verbal style, 
coupled with his written word — spat out in 
loud, clipped sentences — punctuates the trashy 
stories of murder, betrayal, serial killers, drug 
fiends and fame-seeking sycophants, all in gory 
detail and seedier explanations. Ellroy’s own 
contempt for the horrible, hideous headcases 
he howls about manifests itself in a computer- 
ized dog named Barko, who serves as Ellroy’s 
subconscious, as well as speculative narrator, in 
a seeming effort to impress a sense of outrage 
for the victims of these tragedies, no longer alive 
to scream. Each episode digs down into the dirt 
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of two to three cases, exploiting each and every 
gnarly, noxious fact, so as to gut the viewer into 
a submissive, sympathy-induced haze — result- 
ing in seeing justice served, hard. James Ellroy 
claims his crime addiction is the outcome of his 
Mother’s 1958 rape and murder, when he was 
10 years old, his anger so close to the surface 
you can see it shooting from his face. LA. is not 
a city of demons to many, yet certainly has its 
share. Ellroy is after the bad and the brutal, the 
ones who can’t get away with it.And shouldn't. 


ia Jack & Jill QOT1)- 

Directed by Dennis Dugan 

The mystery as to why Adam Sandler’s movies 
remain a popular draw will remain so in view 
of this particular film. | found it to be yet an- 
other middling comedy with few laughs, in which 
Sandler takes on the role of a strange character 
so he can inhabit a voice and costume for yuks, 
this time playing his own sister, in a classic drag 
move all comedians do at least once. The genius 
of this film is the casting and performance of Al 
Pacino, playing himself. Sandler plays an adver- 
tising product pusher, lured into begging Pacino 
to be in a Dunkin’ Donuts commercial. Pacino 
meets Sandler's sister (played by Sandler himself, 
as a shrill spazz) at a Laker’s game, where he falls 
in love with her, sparking a ridiculous chase that 
takes the movie into a land of complete anarchy, 
in which Pacino pulls out all the gesticulations 
within his tool box — the eyes, the voice, the 
hands — he puts every ounce of his most wildly 
offbeat energy into some strange parody of his 
public persona. | could count several scenes in 
which Pacino delivers some incredible set-ups 
— the cell phone bit during a Shakespearean 
performance is near-perfect satire, Pacino’s 
desperation as he first experiences his secret 
crush, sitting next to a bewildered Johnny Depp, 
and the commercial they ultimately make — so 
outlandish and vulgar, it could be mistaken for 
the real thing. For Adam Sandler, this is busi- 
ness as usual, but this deal belongs to Pacino, 


who does something so uniquely odd, so out of 
character for this giant of theater, life member 
of The Actor’s Studio, legend of American Cin- 
ema, that you just sit, mouth agape, in awe of the 
steamrolling you receive throughout this droll, 
contentious farce. 


OJ Alfred Hitchcock Presents/ 
The Alfred Hitchcock Hour 
(1955-1965) 


One of the most whimsical, wonderful little 
shows to grace television sets of the 1950s and 
60s. Not as deeply brilliant as The Twilight Zone,” 
nor as forward thinking as The Outer Limits, Al- 
fred Hitchcock’s highly popular weekly series 
was more a cornucopia of economic, smart, 
interesting ideas put to tape. Filmed in clas- 
sic black-and-white through its entire run, the 
stories ranged from the frightening to the light- 
hearted — some were clever, few were bad. 
Fantastic short stories, playlets that provided 
place for up-and-coming movie stars and famed 
character actors, good material and great direc- 
tors, elevated each season to an exciting cross 
section of dramas, thrillers, comedies, capers, 
mysteries, morality tales, revenge plots, crime 
twists and many more storytelling styles, all con- 
structed with excellence and flair. 


Moonrises — Moonrises 

(LOGAN HARDWARE/GALACTIC ARCHIVES) 
Moonrises are an intense, synth-stabbing, exper- 
imental monstrosity that pauses for very short 
periods of dark reflection, only to strangle itself 
back into a blackout haze of distorted moods 
and angry dirge. Eight songs in total, the hard- 
wired space speak bounces from Neu to Soft 
Machine to Nico’s Desert Shore to a post-apoc- 
alyptic cave, a sloth’s paradise of sin and chaos, 
where the bats sing to these radical, harmonic 
discords. Pretty and punishing, Moonrises’ unfet- 
tered chaos is music with a nag — not for the 
faint-hearted pop heads that typically flood the 
racks. 


Black Mambas - Baby Ill Give 


It To You 7” (WILD) 

Charging out of Bell Gardens, Calif., Black Mam- 
bas play a feral, nasty, gut-punching rock ’n’ roll 
not totally unlike The Saints or Bizarros or The 
Stooges. It is direct, unpretentious, sexually 
charged, matter-of-fact and action-packed ex- 
citement to the nth degree. Four young Latino 
brothers in spirit — the loud, lascivious vibe 
they project is manna in these pretentious times, 
where many young artists tend to believe (and 
wallow) in their own hype and hunger for celeb- 
rity and place, with little understanding, nor in- 
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terest, in the actual guts and soul and roots and 
expression of how to actually make that happen. 
Black Mambas spring forth — sincere, honest, 
tough — putting to rest all the arty posturing 
and post-graduate preening Eastside hipsters 
wear like a badge — in one riff, putting pay to 
the promise of youth enacted in the presence 
of knowing and loving the living, breathing art of 
rock ’n’ roll music, not turning a sour tongue to 
the timeless charms of the Chuck Berry riff, or 
the swaggering myth. Black Mambas give it hard, 
gritty and great. 


Savoir Faire — Street Of 


A Thousand Pleasures 

(OVER THE COUNTER) 

Savoir Faire’s second record, Street Of A Thou- 
sand Pleasures, is a city slang, street walkin’ slice 
of gutter rot, brimming and boiling with the lust 
and greed and gnarly machinations of desperate 
people living desperate lives. On his second re- 
cord, he repeats and pushes many similar themes 
from his first, this time with additional confi- 
dence that underlines the drama and character 
of each track. Opener “Skin On 42nd Street” is 
pure, raunchy pleasure — a Stones strut, a hard 
rock slam job, with a touch Of Ray Parker Jr’s 
sleazier secrets edging inward, expressing much 
of this record’s finest points — influences vast 
and long — Little Richard, Prince, Shuggie Otis, 
New York Dolls — all shot into the same vein, 
feeding a fluid result that is both engaging and 
true. The wickedness and sleaze that informs 
Scandalation, the vocal phrasing, the seedy tale 
of sex worker seduction — on repeat for weeks, 
a groove working on my most gum chewing, 
swinging, preening expressions.And though pure 
rock ’n’ roll release happily dominates half this 
party, there are other forays — the neon electro 
R&B S&M subtle funk of “Cafe Flesh,” the bla- 
tant country connection in “Cheap Sex & Ciga- 
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rettes,” the dirty slow blues of “Street Walkin’ 
Woman” (“you went from slut to prostitute’), 
all demonstrating not only the diversity Savoir 
Faire expresses, but the sheer audacity report- 
ing the street scenes and alleyway washouts of 
Hollywood's best of the worst. On “Street of a 
Thousand Pleasures,’ Savoir Faire tells compel- 
ling tales — audio scandal sheets set to music, 
creating vivid, rock ’n’ roll mini movies with an 
understanding and absolution that allows you to 
fully live inside a soundtrack to another place, 
another city, another head. 


Tips: 
*BUY a copy of the rant zine TRASH — found in the 
magazine section, exclusively at the Hollywood store. 


*Visit our award-winning blog trashmagnow. blogspot. 

com — you will find links to such amazing music, movies, 
rantings and blogs such as Video Dirtnap and Shake Some 
Action! 


* Go to my beautiful, savage, highly underrated music at 
soundcloud.com/frankie-delmane 


* Be smart, lovely, creative, excited, understanding, honest 
and fearless as often as possible. 


GABBY 


hip-hop, Soul & Rock Vinyl 


Personal Space: Electronic Soul 
1974-1984 — Various Artists 
(CHOCOLATE INDUSTRIES) 

Excellent comp on electro soul from Los An- 
geles. Early ’80s private press tracks that were 
sadly overlooked until now. 


Voguing and the House 
Ballroom Scene of New York 
City 1989-92 -— Various Artists 
(SOUL JAZZ) 

Accompanied with an awesome book chroni- 
cling the rich history of the underground phe- 
nomenon called ’Voguing” and the classic house 
tracks that coincided with it. 


Cherrystones — Red Nails 
(BRUTAL) 

Interesting mix of horror, disco, electro and hip- 
hop style beats that make this release unique. 


Hard Corps — Clean Tables 


Have to be Burnt (MINIMAL WAVE) 
Another superb release from the Minimal Wave 
label. 


UKU KUUT - Vision of Estonia 
(FAT BEATS) 

Original released in the ’80s, this lost gem of 
house, disco and electro soul tracks has emerged 
to be an album ahead of its time. 


Joey Bada$$ — 1999 (sELF-RELEASED) 
This kid’s only | 7, but he truly has done his hip- 
hop research. Sharp delivery and production 
by Statik Solektah, Lord Finese and MF Doom 
prove this kid one to watch. 


HILAND. 


Sloan — Twice Removed 
(YEP ROC RECORDS) 


Elvis Presley — Elvis: As 
Recorded At Madison Square 
Garden (SONY LEGACY) 


Tony Caro & John — Blue 
Clouds (DRAG CITY) 


Cranfield and Slade — 
12 Sun Songs pp | RINGIER) 
The Velvet Underground & 


Nico Tribute — Various Artists 
(CASTLE FACE) 


HILDOG 


Also know as Hilary. It’s really more 
of a personal choice though. 


Alt-] - An Awesome Wave 
(ATLANTIC) 

Some of the songs on this one will get stuck in 
your head, guaranteed. A good majority of the 
album tends to run a little slow, while some of 
the more fast paced songs stand out at first. Af- 
ter listening through it a few times, however, | 
became more fascinated by and drawn to the 
slower ones. 


Neutral Milk Hotel — In the 


Aeroplane Over the Sed (MERGE) 

Needless to say, this album is chock full of cre- 
ative, poetic and highly emotional content. A 
product of Jeff Mangum’s obsession with The 
Diary of Anne Frank, it’s difficult to resist the 
haunting melodies and beautifully spun lyrics 


from which it’s composed. If you’re interested 
in music that is very moving and lyrics that are 
inventive and metaphorical, this is right up your 
alley. 


Eels — Wonderful, Glorious 
(VAGRANT) 

| was highly impressed by this new album of 
theirs. It’s got a similar feel to some of their 
earlier stuff, which | was pleasantly surprised by. 
Definitely worth a listen. 


Pink Floyd — Dark Side of 


the Moon (HARVEST/CAPITOL) 

There is a reason that even after four decades, 
this concept album remains a household name 
for all ages. Easily No. | in my book, it contains 
SO many intricate sounds and ideas flowing flaw- 
lessly into one another, none without purpose. 
Following the story of the progression of insani- 
ty throughout life, it nearly achieves musical per- 
fection in the sense that not only does it have a 
point to get across, but effectively does so while 
upholding an incredible sound that will trans- 
port you to a heightened state of being. Never 
underestimate the power of Dark Side. 


Esperanza Spalding - 


Radio Music Society (HEADS uP) 
Esperanza is an absolutely fantastic and inspi- 
rational musician. A bass and vocal prodigy, her 
songs are often unpredictable and full of passion. 
| highly recommend watching some videos of 
her live performance when first getting to know 
her, she won’t disappoint. 


Guthrie Govan -— Erotic Cakes 
(CORNFORD) 

This album is kickass. Tracks vary from mellow 
to insane, and | still never cease to be in awe of 
his immaculate guitar playing. Even lacking lyrics, 
which | am particularly drawn to, | don’t think | 
can ever grow tired of listening to this. 


C 
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Aesop Rock — Labor Days 
(BLOCK BLOCK CHOP) 
Almost too dope. 


Linkin Park — A Thousand Suns 
(WARNER BROS.) 
Almost too sick. 


Atmosphere — God Loves Ugly 
(RHYMESAYERS) 
Almost too tight. 


Swollen Members — Great- 


est Hits: Ten Years of Turmoil 
(BATTLE AXE/RED) 
This is the bomb-beta! 


Ellie Goulding — Halcyon 
(CHERRY TREE) 
| like her. 


JARED RODRIGUEZ 


Tigerbitch — Trash Advocate 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

This is one of the greatest albums | have ever 
heard and possibly my favorite album.A bizarre 
mix of multiple things familiar and alien. If you’re 
worth a damn, check out this album. 





Gay Beast — Second Wave 

(SKIN GRAFT) 

Crazy jazz/punk/no wave crew from New York. 
Sure to split your wig and make your brain bleed! 


Skeletons — The Bus (SHINKOYO) 
This guy just keeps the albums coming. This one 
is his second with the Skeletons Big Band. The 
Bus brings skeletons to a state of full on mini- 
malism done to an epic degree, without being 
lame. Give this album a look, as well as every 
other album he’s done. 
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a.d.I.r. — Foam on the Waves of 


Space Time (NON PROJECTS) 

This is actually a.d.l.r, aka Nicholas Morera’s 
first release from 2011. It is an amazing psyche- 
delic journey through various jazz and electron- 
ic themed soundscapes. Make sure to bring all 
your courage when entering this album as it will 
overwhelm you! His new release will be avail- 
able spring 2013, so look for that as well! 


Jon Porras — Orilla Oscura 
(IMMUNE) 

This is a dark journey into the void. Pure mini- 
mal psychedelia. Not for the faint of heart. 


Metal Rouge — Thunder Woods 
(EMERALD COCOON) 

Free-form, jazz/experimental/jamz. This is one 
of the raddest bands in show biz. They will tear 
your face off and then leave you for the masses. 
| haven’t heard this release yet since it came out 
somewhere in Europe, but it is guaranteed to be 
great. If you haven’t heard this band yet, get off 
your hump and put ’em in your ears. 


Goblin Guts — Global Cuts 


Vol. I (GEWEIH RITUAL DOCUMENTS) 

This is a project from Nick Larson and the mind 
of Justin Hopkins of Rarebit. Bizarre guitar jams 
that'll leave ya wimpering for more! Available 
in multiple cassette releases with amazing art 
work, some of which are the raddest tape pack- 
aging | have ever seen! 


JASON BOGGS 


Toy — Toy (HEAVENLY) 

Simply put, TOY was built for hallucinogens. 
Buy this album, then decorate your garage with 
Christmas lights and throw pillows. You'll be 
transported to a much simpler time of unkempt 
goatees, double tall latte’s and bidi’s. 


Metz — Metz (sus pop) 

HOLY CRAP! GET METZ TODAY! | only hope 
you live next door to an asshole so you can play 
this album really loud and make them move. 


DIIV — Oshin (CAPTURED TRACKS) 
It’s 1995. You work at Starbucks. You just ended 


a marathon morning shift. Your drawer is $13 off 
but you can’t leave unitl it’s balanced. You can’t 
concentrate because youre still drunk from 
the Khalua Frappuccino’s from last night. You’re 
about to scream and barf. Just then Roy Angle 
plays you Souvlaki for the first time. DIIV feels 
like that. Now if only some quality acid would 
resurface your life would be 1995 rad. 


Django Django — Django 
Django (Phantom) 

My shoulders move so much when | hear Djan- 
go Django. They feel all boogie and are full of 
vigor. Strangers are just friends you haven’t met 
yet. Hugs For Everyone! 


Congressman Tim Ryan - 

A Mindful Nation: How a 
Simple Practice Can Help Us 
Reduce Stress, Improve Per- 
formance, and Recapture the 


American Spirit (HAY HOUSE) 
Congressman Tim Ryan makes his case for add- 
ing mindfullness meditation to our daily lives to 
reduce stress and improve performance. Maybe 
if we all did this we would care less about who’s 
sexing who in the butt. 


METTA WORLD 
PEACE AKA 
JIMETTA ROSE 


Singer, songwriter, light bearer, love giver. 


A true hippie to the heart. Spreading 
magical melodies everywhere | go. 





Gregory Porter — Be Good 
(MOTEMA) 

The perfect mix of classic jazz vocals with lovely 
undertones of soul & funk. Title track is amaz- 
ingly written and performed.A definite addition 
to any collection. 


Shafiq Husayn — Loop (RurF EDGE) 
The master teacher has done it again!! With fea- 
tures from Erykah Badu, Bilal, Robert Glasper 
and a few new soul-stirring artists, this is sure to 
be labeled a sonic masterpiece. 


Dag Savage -— The Dag Savage 


EP 10” (pirTy SCIENCE) 
With Exile on production how can you go 
wrong? West Coast emcee Johaz (one half of 


Dag Savage) is proving himself to be ready for 
great heights. Features Aloe Blacc, Fashawn, Blu, 
M.E.D. & more. Cali is where it’s at. 


Dexter Story — Seasons 

(KINDRED SPIRITS) 

With beautifully poignant lyrics and sweet melo- 
dies over complex rhythms, Dexter Story’s de- 
but album is truly timeless. L.A’s music scene 
is overflowing with love and creativity, and this 
release is a great ode to California dreamers and 
the world. 


House Shoes -— Let [t Go (TRESs) 
Check this debut release from my big brother/ 
baby nephew Detroit/Cali reppin’ DJ House 
Shoes. With features from Quelle Chris, Danny 
Brown, Jimetta Rose & more. 


THEESatisfaction — 


Awe Naturale (sup Pop) 

Love these girls. Puttin Seattle on the map, 
and their video “Whatever U Do,’ directed by 
Dream Hampton, is so dreamy and divine. 


JON 


Merchandise — Children of 


Desire (JAGJAGUWAR) 

Redolent of heartache, Tres Flores & incipient 
emphysema, louchely loose, lubricious & lugubri- 
ous. A standard for the meandering madrugada 
when night slurs to morning & bleedy eyes blear 
from tears. 


Rites Of Spring — Six Song 
Demo (DISCHORD) 


Joy Unlimited — Instrumental 
Impressions (SONORAMA) 


Intercity Sound Association —- 
Phillysound (iNTERCORD) 


Hiatus Kaiyote — Nakamarra 
(BROWNSWOOD) 

Vocals swinging like loose limbs akimbo, un- 
jointed & boneless, loping dreamtime walkabout 


Gh» 
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bass, tracing peripatetic songlines over bubbling 
roads of Rhodes, all combobulating around the 
universal truth of honey love. 


Apollo Brown & OC - Trophies 
(MELLO MUSIC/FAT BEATS) 

Bring it back, that old New York rap, the blast- 
master said it prophetic. If N.Y.is a state of mind, 
the D’s Apollo Brown holds dual citizenship 
bringing five boro bap behind Gotham native 
Omar Credle’s now school syllables. Reminisc- 
ing Elmatic, OC flips prescription and daps up 
the immortal D.O.C. on “The Formula,’ recon- 
stituting the DNA for a new constituency. 


Sky Ferreira — Everything Is 
Embarrassing (cApITOL) 

More Dev Hynes dandified handiwork. Like some 
fifth dimensional, Escherish, slopped & chopped 
house, the vibe’s stripped bare by a deconstruc- 
tion worker for the belle of the Wrecking Ball. 
All manner of mannered melancholy is wrapped 
in jittered & juddering ESG-esque drum smacks, 
sonorous chords dropping dollops of dolor, lis- 
some molassitude, Dwele duele’d. Self sabotage 
as a survival strategy. VWVan,lanky & gangly. Catchy 
like the Black Death, memetic mimesis to the 
verge of emesis. 


Blu & Exile — Give Me My 
Flowers While I Can Still Smell 


Them (DIRTY SCIENCE) 

Whilst oscillated beats whisk around him like 
the Mystic Mists of Munnopor, Blu ever the 
voracious herbophagist spouts fazeless & fade- 
less phrases out of phase with numanistic over- 
obsessors. Beautifully beasting on tracks, languid 
language reflects direct mental connect like au- 
tomatic writing’s tap to the rhythms of the astral 
realms. 


Sven Libaek - Inner Space 
(VOTARY DISK) 


¥ASM 


A = 


80 MUSIC WELIKE *& Spring/Summer 2013 


KELLY WATSON 


Unknown Pleasures: Inside 
Joy Division — by Peter Hook 
(IT BOOKS) 


Johhny Marr - The Messenger 
(SIRE) 


ia Shut Up And Play The Hits 
(2012) -— Directed by Dylan 


Southern 

OnApril 2, 2011, LCD Soundsystem played its fi- 
nal show at Madison Square Garden in New York 
City. They played for three-and-a-half hours. This 
is a must have for any LCD fan!! James Murphy 
and co.,| will miss you. 


C) The Walking Dead: 
The Complete Third Season 


The show that keeps you on the edge of your 
seat! 


The Joy Formidable - 
Wolf?’s Law (ATLANTIC) 


KEVIN 


Blake Mills — Break Mirrors 
(RECORD COLLECTION) 

Look, this came out in 2010, so quit wasting 
your time. Buy this now if you want to be able 
to say, “Yes, | do own the best album.” 


Broadcast — Berberian Sound 


Studio (warp) 

| made it almost to the end of side one before 
my girlfriend got too spooked and made me put 
on headphones. It was a very nice surprise to 
find out there was a new Broadcast release on 
the way. 


ia Marley (2012) - Directed by 


Kevin Macdonald 

A great documentary that’s as much about Ja- 
maica as it is about Bob. Discovering “Selassie Is 
the Chapel” during the funeral scene was a stun- 
ning moment. Marley helps dissociate the dorm 
room image from the messianic reach he had. 


(J) Adventure Time 

Best show on TV about a human boy and his 
dog. Silly, surreal, dramatic, hilarious, fast paced 
— everything you want. 


KRIS K. 


A.K.A. El 2K, Armondo Criscione, 
2zo0zzi//, Meathead 


Hello folks and Happy New Year! You've all been 
wondering why/how | have been totally ruling so 
much lately, so I'll tell you the secret. 2013 is MY 
year, the year of the Snake! That’s right, my par- 
ents were enjoying some “Afternoon Delight” 
during that crazy Bicentennial summer, and as a 
result, | was born in the Spring of the best year 
ever ('till this one), 1977.And what better way to 
honor that than with a list, right? So here is my 
incomplete list of the best/my favorite/essential 
ALBUMS from 1977! Apologies to the scores of 
power-pop, punk, disco, soul and world albums 
and singles | missed. Check these off one-by- 
one, as you really should have them. 


RADIO GOLD: 


Fleetwood Mac — Rumours 
(WARNER BROS.) 


Steve Miller Band - Book of 
Dreams (CAPITOL) 


Cheap Trick — In Color 
(AUDIO FIDELITY) 


Styx -— The Grand Illusion 
(FRIDAY MUSIC) 


The Bee Gees -— Saturday Night 
Fever [OST] (PotyDor) 


ABBA - Arrival (POLYDOR) 


Electric Light Orchestra — 
Out of the Blue (PHANTOM) 


Steely Dan —- Ajd (McA) 


Linda Ronstadt — Simple 
Dreams (Asylum) 


SOUND SCULPTURES: 
Kraftwerk — Trans-Europe 
Express (ASTRALWERKS) 


Brian Eno — Before and After 
Science (EDITIONS EG) 


rele@\us 


CUCINA ITALIANA VERONA 


In the heart 
of Hollywood 


Every Sunday morning 

join us for a Homemade 

Italian brunch prepared 
by Chiara 


From 11am to 3pm 


The endless buffet Is 
only $15 


Mention you are a 
Amoeba customer and 
get a complimentary Mimosa 


6270 Sunset Blvd. Hollywood, 
CA 90028 T. 323.467.2882 


fabiolus.com fi i 
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David Bowie — Low vviRGIN) 
Sun Ra — Unity (HoRO RECORDS) 


Michael Bundt — Just Landed 
Cosmic Kid (AsyYLum) 


HONKY TONKIN’: 
Waylon Jennings -— OP? Waylon 
(RCA) 


Dolly Parton — Here You Come 
Again (DCC COMPACT CLASSICS) 


Crystal Gayle — We Must 
Believe In Magic (UNITED ARTISTS) 


Charlie Rich — Rollin’ With 
the Flow (epic) 


THE N.Y. SCENE: 
Talking Heads - 
Talking Heads 777 (sire) 


Ramones — Rocket to Russia 
(ATLANTIC/RHINO) 


Television — Marquee Moon 
(ELEKTRA) 


Suicide — Suicide (MUTE) 


Johnny Thunders & the 


Heartbreakers — L.A.M.F. 
(PHANTOM) 


Richard Hell & the Voidoids — 
Blank Generation (WARNER BROS.) 


WORLD & ROOTS MUSIC: 
Bob Marley & the Wailers — 
Exodus (ISLAND/DEF JAM) 


The Congos - Heart of the 
Congos \vP) 


Fela Kuti — Shuffering & 
Shmiling (wRasse RECORDS) 


Fela Kuti — Zombie 
(KNITTING FACTORY) 
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Los Lobos - Del Este de 

Los Angeles (Just Another Band 
from East L.A.) 

(HOLLYWOOD RECORDS) 


TROUBADOURS: 
Neil Young — Comes A Time 
(WARNER) 


Dennis Wilson — Pacific Ocean 
Blue (SONY LEGACY) 


John Martyn —- One World 
(ISLAND) 


U.K. ROCK/PUNK/ 
POWER-POP: 
The Stranglers — Rattus 
Norvegicus (CAROLINE/EM) 


The Damned —- Damned 
Damned Damned (sTIFF/CASTLE) 


Wire — Pink Flag (Pink FLAG) 


lan Dury & the Blockheads - 


New Boots and Panties!! 
(STIFF/SIMPLY MUSIC) 


The Clash — The Clash ceric) 


Sex Pistols — Never Mind the 


Bollocks Here’s the Sex Pistols 
(WARNER/PHANTOM) 


Elvis Costello — My Aim Is True 
(ATLANTIC/RHINO/HIP-O) 


ee 
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FUNKY STUFF: 
The Commodores - 
Commodores (MoTOWN) 


Eddie Hazel — Game, Dames 


and Guitar Thangs 
(REAL GONE/HI HORSE) 


Parliament — Funkentelechy 


Vs. the Placebo Syndrome 
(POLYGRAM POP/JAZZ) 


Bootsy Collins — Ahh... 


The Name is Bootsy, Baby! 
(WARNER/WEA/HI HORSE) 


Iggy Pop — Lust For Life 
(RCA/4 MEN WITH BEARDS) 


Dead Boys - Young Loud and 
Snotty (SIRE/RHINO) 


Pere Ubu -— The Modern Dance 
(GEFFEN/MUSIC ON VINYL) 

My one cheat. Recorded in ’77, released early 
78. Too good to not recommend. 


ODDITIES: 
David Peel & The Apple Band 


- Bring Back The Beatles 
(ORANGE) 


The Langley Schools Music 
Project — Innocence & Despair 


LISA L. 


I’m trying to connect, but | haven’t found 
a lot that speaks to me this last year 
musically. But it’s okay, ’cause life is 
amazing and magic is real. 


Kendrick Lamar — good kid, 


m.A.A.d city (AFTERMATH) 
Great beats, great lyrics. 


Alabama Shakes - Boys & Girls 
(ATO) 

The album is good, but if you can see them live, 
GO! Brittany Howard is amazing. So young and 
so talented; it’s going to be so cool to see what 
she does. 


Just Tell Me That You Want Me: 
A Tribute to Fleetwood Mac - 


Various Artists (CONCORD) 

Matt Sweeney and Bonnie “Prince” Billy’s ver- 
sion of “Storms” is absolutely almost as poi- 
gnantly beautiful as Stevie’s. 


Tip: 

Here’s a really wonderful quote from a book | just finished 
reading, The Elegance of the Hedgehog, that speaks to 
what music does for me in its most sublime moments: 


“Thinking back on it, this evening, with my heart and my 
stomach all like jelly, | have finally concluded, maybe that’s 
what life is about: there’s a lot of despair, but also the odd 
moment of beauty, where time is no longer the same. It’s 
as if those strains of music created a sort of interlude in 
time, something suspended, an elsewhere that had come 
to us, an always within never.” 


Love is the answer. 


J. MARK BEAVER 


“The only escape from the miseries 
of life are music and cats ...” 
~ Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965) 


Dinosaur Jr. —/ Bet On Sky 
(JAGJAGUWAR) 

The singy-songiest of their last three SUPER 
AWESOME albums. The Neil Young-y vibe con- 
tinues to creep forward and the playing! So 
good, so uninhibited, so full of joy to be making 
music! 


Donald Fagen — Sunken Condos 
(WARNER/REPRISE) 

Sure, he’s creepy, but Fagen hasn’t lost any of 
his touch. That classic sound! The substrata funk, 
the slinky, slippery soul! It’s gross, it’s awesome! 


Tim Maia — Nobody Can Live 
Forever: The Existential Soul of 


Tim Mdid (LUAKA BoP) 

Vol. 4 of Luaka Bop’s “World Psychedelic Clas- 
sics” series was 10 years in the making. Very 
little here | would classify under “psychedelia” 
(other than the lyrics), but it is all super groovy, 
Latin-tinged, funk-soul proto-disco, not too far 
afield from Funkadelic’s classic recordings. Maia’s 
vocals have a gravelly undertone reminiscent of 
Taj Mahal in the lower registers and the overall 
thickness of his delivery, for some reason, seems 
of a piece with the funk. All four sides of this 
release are gem-studded, but the very last track, 
“Rational Culture,” is the stunner — a bubbling 
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BCBG - WA) CARMEN, STEFFENS - FOREVER XXI - FOSSIL 
GAP - HOT TOPIC - LOUIS VUITTON - LUCKY BRAND JEANS 
MAC COSMETICS » OAKLEY - SEPHORA - CPK - THE GRILL 
GUESS HARD ROCK CAFE: KITSON - CABO WABO CANTINA 
CHADO TEAROOM-FRENCHCREPECAFE-LUCKYSTRIKELANES 
TRASTEVERE-CRUMBS-CHINESECINEMAS-DOLBY THEATRE 
SWEET - L'OCCITANE 
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funk-disco universal consciousness realization 
manifesto that should be on every disco night 
playlist. “We're gonna rule the world. Don’t you 
know? Don’t you know?” 


Ty Segall — Twins (DRAG city) 

There’s truly been enough said on many, many 
other posts about this record, and | don’t have 
much to add. It’s a clear fruition of a current Bay 
Area vibe that blends a brutal garage attack with 
sawvy, almost sing-songy melodies. It gets under 
your skin and deep into your booty bones.After 
that, well, nature just takes its course. 


The Soft Moon —- Zeros 

(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

Zeros is, for the most part, an instrumental al- 
bum. Even what vocals appear are there as more 
texture to layer on the darkness. There’s a clear 
line of philosophy between mid-’80s 4AD re- 
cordings by Cindytalk (hear “It’s Luxury”) and 
the oeuvre of this one-man band, Luis Vasquez. 
The bass is very Cure, and the atmosphere is 
dark and gothy and only sometimes danceable 
(“Zeros,’ “Die Life,’ “Lost Years’), and that 
might even be a stretch, as the atmosphere is 
so thick. Great deep layers of bass, guitar, drum 
machine and lots of electronic textures to get 
buried beneath. 


Laurie Spiegel — Expanding 
Universe (UNSEEN WORLDS) 

Killer reissue of her legendary 1980 album of 
pioneering studio electronica. From slow lush 
builds to almost African percussion meditations, 
just an amazing document of an underknown 
early genius of the circuit boards! 


Thee Oh Sees —- Putrifiers Il 

(IN THE RED) 

Closely akin to Ty Segall but working the Bay 
Area garage mines much longer are John Dwyer 
and his amazing THEE OH SEES. In my opinion 
the greatest freak-your-butt-off-on-the-dance- 
floor band currently working. They keep making 
really, really great records, and they keep put- 
ting on really, really great shows. The attack is 
huge, the melodies are weird and pretty and 


infectious, and if you get in sonic range, you will 
sprain your tail feather! They are quickly becom- 
ing my “most seen live” band. The track “Lupine 
Dominus” is a real high point in a career packed 
with high points, and its video is great wordless, 
short-story film making that all film students 
should study: sex-sturbing! 


Tip: 

Pappy & Harriet’s in Pioneertown near Joshua Tree, Calif. 
is, literally, heaven. | ordered a Hefeweizen on tap, and the 
lovely woman behind the counter brought it to me in a 
great big mason jar and said, “That'll be $3, darlin’.” 


DEZ 


Woods of Infinity — Snart... 
(TOTAL HOLOCAUST) 


John Carpenter & Alan 


Howarth — Halloween III: 


Season of the Witch [Score] 
(DEATH WALTZ) 


Crossover — Gloom (DESIRE) 
Nightsins — Newgrave (AVANT!) 
WAR - More Days (DEATH SHADOW) 


Die Selektion — Die Selektion 
(AUFNAHME + WIEDERGABE) 


MARYANN 


C) Girls: The Complete First 
Season 


() Revenge: The Complete First 
Season 


Mumford & Sons — Babel 
(GLASS NOTE) 


Lianne La Havas - Is Your Love 
Big Enough? (NONESUCH) 


C) Downton Abbey: Season 3 


C) Nurse Jackie: Season Four 
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MATTHEW 
MCDERMOTT 


OB Ignitt — Oh Jabba 12” (FxXHE) 
The title track here contains virtually everything 
good about house music in 2013 — elegiac pia- 
no deepness, dirty, boogie-indebted bass lines ... 
so ill — great one from the newcomer OB (with 
help from Omar S). 





Suzanne Kraft — Horoscope 


1 2”? (YOUNG ADULTS) 

Suzanne Kraft (Running Back) returns with anoth- 
er winner for Young Adults. Horoscope is a slo-mo 
epic that continues Kraft’s exploration of sunny, 
off-kilter disco house. Meandering guitar washes 
up against classic Roland claps and cowbells, 
evoking Double Fantasy’s little-known Universal 
Ave. album. Check his weekly 2 Daddies show on 
dublab and frequent DJ gigs around town. 


Mac Demarco — 2 

(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

Canadian weirdo can write an amazing song, 
more news at 6. 


Holly Herndon — Movement 
(RVNG INTERNATIONAL) 

Holly’s formatives — church choirs in North 
Carolina, Berlin’s most storied temples of 4/4 
excess, Stanford’s computer music Ph.D pro- 
gram — are all present on her debut for RVNG 
Intl. The premise? A MAX/MSP reworking her 
own voice into alien forms, with clever refer- 
ences to techno. The record has garnered more 
attention than typical experimental entries, 
though it is no less avid in pursuing a truly new 
music. This is because Holly’s choice to use the 
human voice as the medium for mutation lends 
the record a bizarre humanity, fitting for our 
plugged-in culture. 


ESP Institute 

Buy everything on LA/NYC guru Andrew Hog- 
ge’s (Lovefingers) label. Justin Vandervolgen’s 
epic disco remix of Soft Rocks’ “Talking Jungle” 
is still inescapable, but the psychic, neo-new- 
agisms of Johnny Nash’s Land of Light project 
as well as Pharoahs’ “Island Time” are totally 
sublime and evidence of a careful ear behind the 
label’s aesthetic. 


Lexx — Originals Vol. 8 
(CLAREMONT 56) 

The encyclopedic Swiss DJ runs the gamut 
from deep Japanese cuts (Mariah), to Detroit 
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deep house (Larry Heard) to unclassifiable 
post-punk exotica (Disconnection). For fans of 


MATT. 


Damon Albarn —- Dr Dee virRcIN) 
Damon Albarn is the Orson Welles of pop music. 
His talent knows no bounds! This album makes 
me think of English gardens, red velvet wallpaper 
and hypnotism. 


Grimes — Visions (4AD) 

| only heard this as of a week ago. The first five 
songs are intense and dreamy and fun. Grimes 
reminds me of Julee Cruise on the Twin Peaks 
soundtrack but mixed with her beloved Aphex 
Twin. 


Pulp — His ’n’ Hers 

(ISLAND/MUSIC ON VINYL) 

A classic album finally gets reissued on vinyl. This 
is where Pulp came into their own. | still think 
it’s their finest hour.An album made up of white 
gloss, pink smoke and chrome. 


Pitfall (1948) — Directed by 
Andre De Toth 


This has been unavailable on DVD until recently, 
and it was worth the wait! 


MICHAEL ROSAS 


| used to write these really long 
reviews here, not so much anymore. 
Nowadays, | tend to do a lot of 
that over here now: 
www.somethingforallofus.net. 
My Music Blog, check it out. 


That aside, here are seven albums that 
I’ve been enjoying—more so, obsessed 
with—for the past few months or so: 


Tegan & Sara — Heartthrob 
(WARNER BROS) 


Jessie Ware — Devotion 
(CHERRYTREE RECORDS) 


Toro Y Moi — Anything In 
Return (CARPARK) 


FaltyDL — Hardcourage 
(NINJA TUNE) 


Nosaj Thing — Home 
(INNOVATIVE LEISURE) 


Local Natives — Hummingbird 
(FRENCHKISS) 


Foals — Holy Fire (warner BROS) 


Tip: 

Check these labels out on the internet for quality indepen- 
dent releases: 

Track Number Records www.tracknumberrecords.com 


And, also, check out my very talented friends’ Bandcamp 


pages: 
Nathaniel Eras: http://eras.bandcamp.com/ 
Ray Montes: http://sunriseowl.bandcamp.com/ 


MICHELE 


Rock Photographer, Music Journalist, 
and Jewelry Designer 
www.dominoartz.com 

A Chicago transplant living in LaLa land 


Joni Mitchell 

Listen to the song “Both Sides Now” from 
Clouds and feel your heart soar, then break like 
a tidal wave on the shoreline. This singer/song- 
writer influenced generations of musicians, as 
a female Bob Dylan of her generation with her 
ability to capture moments like chords painted 
on a palette of lyrics. Ladies of The Canyon and 
Blue are thee most emotionally inspiring and 
creative albums in her career. 


Fiona Apple 

Fiona Apple is a artist channelling her inner 
agony and handing it to you on a silver platter. 
Tidal was her breakthrough album, with “Shad- 
owboxer” as her first hit, but listen to last track 
“Carrion” for the gritty, real deal Fiona. For the 
most cohesive, stark, honest album of Apple’s to 
date, check out When the Pawn... The title says 
it all. 


Ryan Adams 

This singer/songwriter delves into the depths of 
psyche and soul then emerges with warm blan- 
kets of sound to wrap around yourself. Adams’ 
talent is undeniable, and though he has recorded 
with the Cardinals and Whiskeytown, his best 
albums to date are his solo records. Gold, which 


has his breakthrough hit “New York, New York” 
as an opener, is a stellar collection of songs. The 
most intense collection is Love is Hell Pt. | & 2, 
with an intense cover of “Wonderwall.” 


The Avett Brothers — 


The Carpenter (UNIVERSAL) 

Pick up The Carpenter album to hear these soul- 
ful crooners get spiritual, philosophical and 
question the big lessons in life. The sheer per- 
fection of “February Seven” proves their musical 
prowess. Deep, yet simple lyrics and experimen- 
tal folky melodies have made a much deserved 
name for these brothers. 


ia Who is Harry Nilsson? (2010) 
- Directed by John Scheinfeld 


Harry Nilsson is someone you know, but never 
quite knew at all. This is a brilliant documentary 
by Scheinfeld. This explores Nilsson’s musical 
legacy, success, relationships with The Beatles 
and, ultimately, his decline. 


ia Muddy Waters & 

The Rolling Stones Live at 
The Checkerboard Lounge, 
Chicago 198! 


This full on documentation of Muddy Waters 
playing The Checkerboard Lounge in Chicago, 
1981, will knock your socks off. The Stones, Ju- 
nior Wells, Buddy Guy and Lefty Dizz lay down 
one the greatest blues sets ever. Teleport back in 
time with this fabulous DVD, and get the deluxe 
version, which includes the EP. 


ii Once (2007) - Directed by 


John Carney 

Glen Hansard plays a busker who is falling for 
Marketa Irglova. Together they make beautiful 
music. The band The Swell Season was born of 
this film.A beautiful story for any struggling mu- 
sician. 


Tip: 
This is an ode to singer/songwriters ... 


A A 
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MONALISA 


Deejay, music lover, soul/funk fanatic, 
hip-hop junkie, world music aficionado, 
jazz enthusiast, 
rock ’n’ roll gangsta, etc. 


Dexter Story — Seasons 

(KINDRED SPIRIT) 

Dexter Story is well-known in Los Angeles as 
a multi-instrumentalist who has lent his talents 
to Dwight Trible, Mark De Clive-Lowe, Miguel 
Atwood-Ferguson & countless others. This proj- 
ect is long-awaited and downright lovely. 


Kiki Gyan — 24 Hours InA 


Disco 1978-82 (SOUNDWAY) 

Although the story of his rise and fall in the mu- 
sic scene is tragic, his music is amazing, timeless 
and funky as hell. 


Fink — Perfect Darkness 

(NINJA TUNE) 

| think this is what Sade might sound like if she 
were a man. Maybe the male, subdued version 
of Meshell Ndegeocello? It flows like water ... 
very dark and damp, but soothing ... | think it’s a 
good album to listen to on a long night drive or 
on a dark rainy kind of day. 


Teena Marie - Beautiful 
(UNIVERSAL) 

Still very sad that Lady Tee is no longer with 
us, but this CD is proof that her legacy will live 
on. Standout songs: “Luv Letter,’ “Give Me Your 
Love” and “When Smokey Sings.” 


D’Angelo — Voodoo 
(VIRGIN/LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 


“Devil’s Pie,’ “Chicken Grease,’ “Untitled,” and 
“Spanish Joint” are back on wax — and AF- 
FORDABLE! 


Artifacts — Between A Rock 


And A Hard Place (BELOw sYsTEM) 
All of your hip-hop dreams have just come true 
. okay, ALMOST. This album is a golden ara 
favorite and has been reissued by the powers 
that be. Now you can bump “Wrong Side Of 
The Tracks,’ “Come On With The Get Down,” 
What Goes On,’ “Dynamite Soul” and “Whas- 
sup Now MFKAS” in your (hybrid, electricity- 
powered, low-mileage) jeeps. :) 
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Ervin Arana -— Set It Off 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Ervin spins a mix of golden era hip-hop gems 
along with classic breaks for B-boys & hip-hop 
lovers. Also check out his other mix, Battle Of 
The Year. 


ASAP Rocky - Long.Live.A$AP 
(RCA/SONY) 

His real name is Rakim Meyers ... guess who he 
was named after? He has a number of notable 
hip-hop influences, but lyrically this CD reminds 
me a lot of the first OutKast album, Southern- 
playalisticadillacmuzik. Standout tracks: ‘“Fash- 
ion Killa,” “Il Come Apart,” “Jodye” and “F**kin 
Problem.’ 


DJ Nu-Mark -—- Broken Sunlight 
(HOT PLATE) 

YES YES YES!!! Old school breaks made “Nu,” 
and “Nu” music made WELL! If you love hip-hop 
& breaks, you'll love it from start to finish. But 
please, go to YouTube & search for “Nu-mark 
Dumpin’ Em All,” then watch. The best three 
minutes and nine seconds you've had today, 
guaranteed. 


Meshell Ndegeocello — 
Pour Une Ame Souveraine:A 


Dedication To Nina Simone 
(NAIVE) 

If you love Nina or Meshell, or both, you already 
KNOW ... featuring guest vocals by Cody 
ChesnuTT, Lizz Wright, Sinead O’Connor, & Tra- 
cy Wannomae. Standout tracks: “Suzanne,” “See 
Line Woman,” “To Be Young Gifted & Black.” 


Cody ChesnuTT - 


Landing On A Hundred vibe) 

It’s been 10 LONG years since his last album, 
The Headphone Masterpiece, and we got a little 
tease in 2010 with the Black Skin No Value EP, 
but he came back in 2012 more mature and 
better than ever in my opinion. Standout tracks: 
“Til | Met Thee,” “That’s Still Mama,” “Every- 
body’s Brother,’ “Don’t Wanna Go The Other 
Way.” 


Jesse Boykins III & MeLo-X - 


Zulu Guru (NINATUNE) 

| think this is Jesse’s 19th album ... OK, 6th ... 
OK, I’m not sure, but he has volumes of great 
music all over the Internet. Find some of it — 
it’s fantastic “street soul” music. Standout tracks: 
“Black Orpheus,’ “Better For You,’ “Broken 
Wings.” 


Bilal — A Love Surreal 

(PURPOSE MUSIC GROUP) 

The third official release from Bilal — fourth, if 
you count Love For Sale, the second album that 
was never released, yet widely bootlegged for 
obvious reasons ... folks were fiending. :) He 
picks up where he left off musically on his last 
CD, Airtight’s Revenge. Soulful, jazzy, eclectic vo- 
cal stylings that can’t be put into an R&B box. 
Standout tracks:““Never Be The Same,” “Back To 
Love,” “The Flow,’ “Winning Hand.’ 


Tip: 

question: what's the name of that song playing on the 
radio right now?!? 

answer: http://www.yes.com 


NEIL McLEAN 


| make zobots & puppets and 
animate them - see here: 
www.vimeo.com/dungeon 


Stealing Sheep - [nto the 
Diamond Sun (HEAVENLY) 

Liverpool girl trio doing folk/psych — wicker- 
man pop! Check out Genevieve. 


Pop Levi — Medicine (counter) 
Pop Levi's third album.Without shame. Love it. 


Harry Nilsson — The Point! 

(GET ON DOWN) 

Reissue of Harry’s 1971 album The Point. Every 
house with a record player needs this album on 
the shelf. 


Beck — Song Reader (MCSWEENEY'S) 
Beck’s latest album — only available in printed 
form. You want to hear it? Get together with 
some friends and learn how to play it. 


Bill Ryder-Jones — A Bad Wind 


Blows in My Heart (Domino) 
The former Coral guitarist’s follow up to If... 
This man is a genius — please look into this. 


Music for people with a soul. 
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RAFF 


2012 was a tough year. 
Amoebites friends were a comfort. 


ia The Master (2012) - Directed 


by Paul Thomas Anderson 
Joaquin Phoenix is a revelation as the addicted, 
dull-witted & angry war veteran tantalized by 
the charismatic leader of The Cause (Philip Sey- 
mour Hoffman). 


ia Moonrise Kingdom (2012) - 
Directed by Wes Anderson 


ia Sound of My Voice (2011) - 
Directed by Zal Batmanslij 


A journalist and his girlfriend get sucked in while 
they covertly film a cult whose leader claims to 
be from the future. 


ia Dark Horse (2011) - 
Directed by Todd Solondz 


A spoiled baby-man toy collector awkwardly 
stalks a depressed beauty until she succumbs to 
his romantic advancements in defeat. This angry, 
lazy dark horse ignores his family’s advice and 
the reactions of horror his actions inspire. More 
delusional characters in the black comedic style 
of Todd Solondz (Welcome To The Dollhouse, Hap- 
piness, Palindromes). 


ii The Queen of Versailles 
(2012) -— Directed by Lauren 
Greenfield 

A shallow beauty queen marries a real estate 
billionaire & begins construction of the largest 
mansion in America, inspired by Versailles. Their 
empire falters, due to the bankers’ economic 
crisis, but her spending continues. 


CL) Check It Out: Seasons | &2 - 
Featuring John C. Reilly, Tim 


Heidecker, Eric Wareheim 

VHS tapes of strange simpleton Dr. Steve Brule’s 
public access self-help show. “Sushi is just cat 
scraps.” 


C) Futurama: Volume 7 —- 
Created by Matt Groening, 


David X. Cohen 
John DiMaggio (Adventure Time), Billy West (Ren 
& Stimpy), Katey Sagal (Sons of Anarchy) 
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(J Archer: Season 3 — Created 
by Adam Reed 


Jon Benjamin, Judy Greer, Chris Parnell 


ia Holy Motors (2012) - 


Directed by Leos Carax 
Monsieur Oscar is a mysterious actor who 
journeys from one job to the next in a limo. He 
dresses & applies makeup on his way to play di- 
verse roles such as a CGI merman alien, assassin, 
beggar, primitive monster, family man. 


ia Django Unchained (2012) - 
Directed by Quentin 


Tarantino 

I’m no fan of Quentin Tarantino’s hyper-atten- 
tion-starved hodge-podge of other films, but for 
the first time, I’m completely won over.A better 
slavery film than Steven Spielberg’s funny, feel- 
good Lincoln. Amazing performances by Chris- 
toph Waltz, Samuel L. Jackson & Don Johnson. 


RAMEEN 


Web Office 


Voices From The Lake - 
Voices From The Lake (Pro.Locue) 


Benjamin Brunn - A Sun Life 
(THIRD EAR) 

There’s something for every moment: either at 
home in the living room, on the road or on the 
dance floor. Brilliant release that was unfortu- 
nately lost in the hype of 2012 year-end “best of” 
lists and the like. Grab a copy if its still around; 
comes with a free download card, too. 





RAY RICKY RIVERA 


“| make the spot hot/leave the stage 
in flames/skill so ill/leave ya brain 
amazed/speakers blowing out from 
the soulful blaze/my spotlight so bright 
the sound man got shades” 
~ Neighborhood Fame (2007) 


Follow me: @RayRickyRivera 


HAmoebawaxmuseum 


Diablos Del Ritmo — Diab- 

los Del Ritmo: The Colombian 
Melting Pot Vol. I - 1960-1985 
(ANALOG AFRICA) 

An amazing compilation with great tracks that 
include afrobeat, vallenato, champeta, palenque 
sounds, descargas and Carribean funk. The Ana- 


log Africa label does a great job with this one. 


The packaging for the CD release comes with 
two discs and a 60-page booklet. It’s more his- 
tory book than CD insert. This is great for the 
avid Latin music fan, the rare music collector, the 
DJ looking for fresh breaks or any other person 


who appreciates tropical/world/african sounds. 


But don’t be fooled! Get your dancing shoes 
ready! Go find it in our WORLD section. 


Ervin Arana - Set It Off 

(CYPHER ADIKTS) 

There’s only one DJ you need to know about 
when it comes to Bboy mixtapes. That DJ is ER- 
VIN ARANA.As resident selector for the world- 
traveling Cypher Adikts, Ervin is also a resident 


at the legenday Los Angeles party Rootdown. 


His latstest mixtape offering is filled with funky 
breaks and classic hip-hop joints, which makes 
it a perfect listen for all dancers. Make sure 
you hurry up and grab a copy before they are 
all gone! Be sure to check out Ervin Arana on 
soundcloud for more dope mixes. www.sound- 
cloud.com/ervinarana 


Rage Against The Machine - 
Rage Against The Machine XX 


[20th Anniversary Edition] 
(SONY LEGACY) 

This is an awesome anniversay release for any 
true RATM fan. You get the original album, the 
original demos from the album and a bonus 
DVD with music videos, not to mention the al- 
bum is remastered! The packaging is great and 
also included are a couple of rare band photos. 


How Music Works - 

by David Byrne 

Aside from being an awesome songwriter, pro- 
ducer and record label owner, David Byrne is 
part historian, part ethnomusicologist and part 
anthropologist. This guy has a deep wealth of 
music knowledge. From the creative process to 
the business of music, Byrne breaks it all down 
in his new book. It’s not written like a text book 
for a college class, but more of a journal explan- 
ing his own independent studies and experi- 
ences. This is a fantastic read for any musician, 
avid reader, David Byrne fan or anyone who is 
curious about music in general. You can ran- 
domly select a chapter to start reading or read 
it straight through. It doesn’t matter, every page 
has something great to offer. | highly reccomend 
it! You can find it in the awesome book section, 
right between Reggae and World. 


Jamie Lidell — Jim (warp) 

| recently discovered this release from 2008. 
Good songwriting. Good singing. Great produc- 
tion. Think Stevie Wonder influence with a little 
bit of Mayer Hawthorne’s modern soul sound. 
Lidell can really sing, and his use of electronics is 
very clever. Highly recommended. 


QOOESPN Films 30 for 30 
Vol. I and 2 


If you enjoy great stories and documentaries, 
then this is for you! Contrary to popular belief, 
you do not have to be a sports fan to appreciate 
these films. So many of these films are about tri- 
als and tribulations, “rags to riches” and amazing 
stories of triumph. The idea behind this project 
was to take 30 different film makers and focus 
on the last 30 years of sports-related stories. 
Some of my favorites include Fernando Nation, 
which tells the story of how Fernando Valenzu- 
ela single-handedly restored the Dodgers’ image 
in the eyes of the Mexican-American commu- 
nity. Go back in time for a quick history lesson 
on Chavez Ravine and the state of Los Angeles 
in the 60s. Check them out! 


Antibalas — Antibalas (DAPTONE) 

| would pick this up based on the cover alone! If 
you are unfamiliar with this band and their huge 
sound, you are missing out my friend. Deeply 
rooted in the musical teachings of Fela Kuti and 
the tropical swing of Willie Colon, Antibalas is 
a floor-dropping overdose of afrobeat, funk and 
Latin soul.A complete tidal wave of rhythm that 
will drown you every single time. The best part, 
you will keep coming back to this sonic tsunami 
like a faithful devotee. Buy their records. See 
them live. Be happy. 
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Cumbia Machin — 


Esuper Cumbia (SELF-RELEASED) 

In Japan they call it “Minimal Cumbia.” For fans 
of all the electro cumbia going on all over the 
globe. This is a fun, uptempo album perfect for 
barbeques, cruising or wrestling matches! Cum- 
bia Machin is a duo from San Diego, Calif. It’s 
good. | like it. 


Tip: 

| highly recommend checking out the following local bands/ 
DJs & parties: 

Buyepongo - Quita Penas - Jungle Fire - Arise Roots - 
Olmeca - DJ Gazoo - DJ Ethos - DJ Sloepoke - Juan Lennon 
- Gomez Comes Alive - Subsuelo (party) - Canyon Cody - 
DJ Anthony Valadez - Tumbe (party) 


RICK FRYSTAK 


Dead Can Dance - Anastasis 
(PLAY IT AGAIN SAM) 

Sinewy, breathtaking musical journey a decade 
after the last. European and Mlddle Eastern 
grooves and modes lay the foundation for the 
bewitching, glorious voice of Lisa Gerrard and 
the brooding, Sinatra-esque pipes of Brendan 
Perry. Expansive sampled orchestras, ethnic in- 
struments and percussion flesh out this thrilling 
cabalistic apparition. 


Eivind Aarset — Dream Logic 
(ECM) 

Perfectly titled atmospheric trips for processed 
guitars and electronic character. Aided by Jan 
Bang sampling everything live and re-inserting 
the resultant resonances, Aarset drives the lis- 
tener into delicious dusky districts of sonancy, 
sonority and hue.All there ambience. 


Ariana Savall & Petter Udland 


Johansen - Hirundo Maris (Ec) 
Ambrosial, seductive music for voices, Gothic 
harp and multiple acoustic instruments rooted 
in folk and early music, yet contemporary in it’s 
tonality and appeal. Savall’s voice dances above 
the lilting, glistening melodies of the triple harp 
and Norwegian Hardanger fiddle, a fanciful union 
of past and future, a tour of an exquisite terra 
firma.An Alsatian white would pair nicely. 


Paulo Fresu, Omar Sosa, 
Jacques Morelenbaum - Alma 
(OTA) 

Trumpet, piano, cello and atmospherics. Pas- 
sionate, lyrical compositions featuring Sardin- 
ian trumpeter Fresu with his lulling, expressive 
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style. Cuban pianist Sosa’s liquid heat and Euro 
harmony, with Jacques’ celebrated cello chops 
and scattered percussion blend the spatial sil- 
very brass sound into a personal, not-oft-heard 
neo-classical landscape. | say. 





Lars Danielsson — 


Melange Bleu (Act) 

Transcendent European jazz-rock, with a small 
ensemble sounding big, featuring Nils Petter Mol- 
vaer and Jon Christensen. Danielsson composes 
considerably, and the fellows jam with adroit 
attention to direction and oneness of purpose 
and style. Harmonized trumpetscapes and keen 
keyboard work level Lars’ bottom end, and the 


textural element flourishes without constraints. 


A standout project in this shadowy genre. 


Yasar Ozel - Bak Yesil Yesil 7” 
(ODEON) 
The exquisite Turkish vocal sound of Mr. Yasar 


Ozel. Dig it, for it is very satisfying yet elusive. 


Captivating and beckoning with its string or- 
chestra unison in a call-and-response style, pro- 
vocative modes, lusty ouds and temperate hand 
percussion. But it’s the warm, buttery voice that 
hypnotizes us as Yasar Ozel charms and mes- 
merizes the listener. 
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son, lapping at the psyche like a feather glancing 
the skin. Bonus 7” of same. Ravishing gatefold 
cover. | don’t want it to end. 


June Tabor -— Ashore (Toric) 

June Tabor’s voice is one of God’s gifts to man- 
kind. Ms. Tabor represents, to me, THE voice 
of the British Isles. Her vocal instrument, col- 
laborating here with the appropriately minimal 
instrumental support of piano, double bass, 
diatonic accordion and violins, consummates a 
rather splendid recording of songs pondering 
humankind’s relationship with the sea and its 
environs. Yet another handsome endowment to 
June’s legacy that will be savored by many. Whis- 
key Flip, then? 


Tip: 

Get up early and tune into my radio show “Roots & 
Beyond” every second-Saturday of the month, 6am-8am on 
90.7 KPFK-FM and KPFK.org worldwide. 


RICK WREN 


Dj, record collector, 
East Coast transplant ... 


Abecedarians — Eurekd (PYLON) 
Obscure Los Angeles post-punk /new wave gem 
finally given a proper reissue. 


Burrell Brothers — 

The Nu Groove Years 12” 

(RUSH HOUR) 

Two volumes of classic New York / New Jersey 
house music by the criminally underrated Bur- 
rell Brothers. 


Kiki Gyan — 24 Hours in a Disco 


1978-82 (FORCED EXPOSURE) 

Ghanaian multi-instrumentalist and former Osi- 
bisa member discovers drugs and all-night dance 
clubs then records some of the heaviest disco 
grooves ever pressed on wax. 


Personal Space: Electronic Soul 


1974-1984 — Various Artists 
(CHOCOLATE INDUSTRIES) 

Lo-fi, soulful, synth-laden tracks that are rarer 
than hen’s teeth. 


Tim Maia — Nobody Can Live 
Forever: The Existential Soul of 


Tim Maid (LUAKA BoP) 
Some of the best work of one of Brazil’s finest 
musicians. 


Chrome Canyon - Elemental 


Themes (STONES THROW) 

Perfect soundtrack for doing work around the 
house or slaying dragons in outer space. This is 
the only album of new music that got me ex- 


- ROXX 


Game of Thrones: 
The Complete Second Season 


lL) Dexter: The Sixth Season 


CO) The Walking Dead: 
The Complete Second Season 


C) The Big Bang Theory: 
The Complete Fifth Season 


C) Homeland: The Complete 
First Season 


SCOTT 
BUTTERWORTH 
EST. 1984 


Japandroids — Celebration Rock 
(POLY VINYL) 


Eric Prydz — Eric Prydz 
Presents Prydd viRGIN RECORDS) 


Jessie Ware — Devotion 
(ISLAND/INTERSCOPE) 


Delilah — From The Roots Up 
(WARNER UK) 


Kendrick Lamar - good kid, 
m.A.A.d. city (AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE) 


CHVRCHES — Recover 
(GLASSNOTE) 


Rudimental — Rudimental 
(WARNER) 
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94 MUSIC WELIKE Spring/Summer 2013 


Disclosure — The Face [EP]/ 
Latch [single]/White Noise 


[single] (v2) 
Netsky — 2 (HOSPITAL) 


Palma Violets — [80 
(ROUGH TRADE) 


DIITV — Oshin (CAPTURED TRACKS) 


John Talabot — fiN 
(PERMANENT VACATION) 


Miles Kane — First Of My Kind/ 
Give Up (coLumBIA) 


No — Don’t Worry, You’ll Be 
Here Forever (SELF-RELEASED) 


Orbital — Wonky (PHANTOM) 
Plan B — III Manors (ATLANTIC) 


Plastician — Dubstep Allstars: 
Vol. 10 (TEMPA) 


Monsta — Monstd (Ows.LA) 
Azari & Ill — Azari & [Il (0IM MAK) 


Ben Howard -— Every Kingdom 
(REPUBLIC) 


Totally Enormous Extinct 
Dinosaurs — Trouble (UNIVERSAL) 


XKY VY XK — XXVYXX 
(RELIEF IN ABSTRACT) 





SCOTT CARLSON 


I like hiking, bike riding and popcorn. 


Bell Witch — Longing 

(PROFOUND LORE) 

Just plain amazing. Those fortunate enough to 
have heard the Seattle band Bell Witch’s 201 | 
self-released demo will be amazed by the dras- 
tic improvement in songwriting, production, 
instrumentation, and vocal prowess of Longing. 
That’s saying something by the way, because 
their demo was head and shoulders above most 
proper releases of that year. Bell Witch is a two 
piece (bass & drums) band featuring Dylan Des- 
mond, bass player of Samothrace, and have a 
heavy, aggressive, but massively sorrowful sound. 
It has only taken Bell Witch one proper release 
to be amongst the upper echelon of the Funeral 
Doom crowd.Well done, boys. 


Atriarch — Ritual of Passing 
(PROFOUND LORE) 

This Profound Lore debut, which is Atriarch’s 
second full-length, continues employing their 
unique and stellar combination of the aesthet- 
ics of doom, deathrock, black metal, etc., while 
adding a Swans-like intensity. There’s no one out 
there doing what Atriarch does, and they do it 
exceedingly well. 


Norska — Norskd (BRUTAL PANDA) 
Norska is burly, no nonsense heaviness from 
Eugene, Ore., and their debut LP is filled with 
top quality jams. There are guitar parts that re- 
mind me a bit of either Unsane or Unwound, 
which freshens things up quite a bit and sepa- 
rates the band from the rest of the crowd, and 
the record remains interesting, clever and a 
great listen all the way through. Norska just got 
done touring with Yob (both bands share the 
same bass player), which was a perfect match, 
and | for one can’t wait to hear where they go 
from here. 


Lord Time — Drink My Tears 
(UNIVERSAL CONSCIOUSNESS) 

With each release (first Forgotten Future, then 
Black Hole at the End of the Tunnel, and now Drink 
My Tears), Lord Time (also drummer of local 
champs Harassor) further hones his craft, and 
there is clearly a jump in quality with each re- 
lease. The music on Drink My Tears is definitely 
some of the most interesting underground Black 
Metal out there, and comes from a very unique 
place musically. It’s clear that Lord Time is not 
afraid to take chances, and he clearly knows 


what works within the framework of the music 
he is creating. Strictly limited to 100 copies and 
doused in human blood, as usual. 


Dragged Into Sunlight — 


Widowmaker (PrRostHEeTICc) 

Proclaimed by a friend as “The most Satanic 
band” performing live at Baltimore’s Maryland 
Death Fest in 2012 (I agree with this, by the 
way), England’s Dragged Into Sunlight is a force 
to be reckoned with, and utilize a great spin on 
both doom and black metal. Three tracks, rough- 
ly 40 minutes, lots of ups and downs of intensity 
and tempo, and steadfastly heavy (and not just 
in the traditional sense) from the first moment 
to the last. 


Lightning Swords of Death - 


Baphometic Chaosivm 

(METAL BLADE) 

So good | can’t believe it. Lightning Swords get 
better with every release, and this, their latest, 
dwarfs their previous album, 2010’s The Extradi- 
mensional Wound (quite an accomplishment in 
and of itself). Without a doubt one of L.A’s best 
bands currently. You need this, believe me. 


Swans — The Seer (YOUNG GoD) 

The fact that The Seer, released in the 30th year 
of Swans’ existence, is a work of such startling 
creativity, quality and vitality, and that it is with- 
out a doubt in the upper echelon of Swans re- 
leases, is nothing short of amazing. Michael Gira 
is a prime example of an artist working as a con- 
duit for forces outside of and bigger than him- 
self, tapping into a genius-level talent in terms 
of understanding the dynamics of orchestration 
of disparate and counterintuitive elements/in- 
struments, musical intensity, extended-length 
songwriting, etc. all the while keeping everything 
perfectly listenable and ably handling production 
duties, as usual. I’m speechless. 


Pallbearer — 
Sorrow and Extinction 


(PROFOUND LORE/20 BUCK SPIN) 

It should be stated: This album lives up to all 
the hype. Ending up on many journalist's best 
of 2012 lists, Sorrow and Extinction is without a 
doubt a captivating, engaging listen from the out- 
set.Vocalist Brett Anderson’s singing will likely be 
the initial appeal for many, with a vaguely similar 
sound to the Scorpions’ Klaus Meine. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the whole album sounds somewhat 
like a cross between the Scorpions and Asunder. 
The vocals are most likely the standout factor 
of the album, yet Pallbearer’s talent as musi- 
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cians is worth notice as well, crafting long drawn 
out tracks that never get dull or overstay their 
welcome. While having the requisite amount of 
heaviness for the doom nerds to embrace it, 
Sorrow and Extinction has a definite potential 
for crossover appeal. This is the kind of metal 
album that you can play when your girlfriend is 
around and it won’t bum her out for a change. 
Hey major labels, if you want to get on the 
“doom” band wagon and start signing bands left 
and right like back in the White Stripes/Strokes 
days, | recommend starting with Pallbearer. Seri- 
ously, a crucial purchase. 


Portal — Vexovoid (PROFOUND LORE) 
The latest in a catalog from Australia’s Portal, 
who have the market cornered in a remarkably 
chaotic maelstrom of a black/death metal hybrid. 
Basically, the most recent in a succession of es- 
sential purchases. 


Broadcast — Berberian Sound 


System (WARP) 
R.I.P. Trish Keenan. 


ia Die Hard (1988) - Directed 
by John McTiernan 


“And when Alexander saw the breadth of his 
domain, he wept for there were no more worlds 
to conquer.” 


Neurosis — Honor Found in 
Decay (NEUROT) 


Odz Manouk/Tukaaria — Split 
(RHINOCERVS) 

Jesus this is evil sounding. Rhinocervs does it 
again. All listeners of adventurous black metal 
who aren’t following what both Rhinocervs and 
associated label Crepusculo Negro with each 
and every release are missing out. 


High on Fire — The Art of Self 


Defense (SOUTHERN LORD) 

What need be said about High on Fire’s debut? 
This one of many classics from their catalog, and 
it set the standard for their riffy, ripping sound 
(while at the same time setting themselves apart 
from Sleep, signer/guitar player Matt Pike’s pre- 
vious band). Now remastered, and including all 
the tracks from their rare as hen’s teeth demo 
that preceded this album, while also containing 
a massive booklet of contemporaneous photos, 
Southern Lord’s reissue is well worth the dou- 
ble-dip (or a first purchase, as all previous issues 
of The Art of Self Defense are now out of print). 
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Death -— Spiritual Healing 
(Reissue) (RELAPSE) 


Kylesa — From the Vaults, 


Volume I (SEASON OF MIST) 
Kylesa can do no wrong. The end. 


Marcos Valle — Previsao do 


Tempo (LIGHT INTHE ATTIC) 

Much needed reissue (along with three other 
Valle albums), of long out of print material. Per- 
fect mellow, summer music (or to use as a vessel 
to pretend it’s summer), with judicious yet taste- 
ful use of synth and electric piano. 


Bastard Noise — 


The Progression of Sickness 10” 
(DEEP SIX) 


Sonic Youth — Smart Bar 
Chicago 1985 (GOooFIN) 


Evoken — Atra Mors 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


Wrath of the Weak — Solace 
(UNIVERSAL CONSCIOUSNESS) 


Qulielfi — Forgetter 
(UNIVERSAL CONSCIOUSNESS) 


Tip: 

Pizza: Nicky D’s (Silverlake), Falafel Sandwich: Saca’s (Cla- 
remont), Ramen: Orochon (Little Tokyo), Thai: Sanam Luang 
and/or Jitlada (Thai Town), Indian: Paru’s (Hollywood). 


SCOTT RANKIE 


Born in the East, 
now living in the West 
& avoiding the middle at all costs. 


Dwight Yoakam -— 3 Pears 
(WARNER BROS.) 


Dwight always delivers, and this is no exception. 


A classical cow-punk sound here that’s heavy on 
the electric guitar. Plus who doesn’t love tight 
jeans? 


Neil Young and Crazy Horse - 
Psychedelic Pill (Reprise) 


Old Neil’s back, or maybe he truly never left. 


This record conjures up Rust Never Sleeps era 
Neil & co. There are some really great guitar 
tones on this album. 


Bob Dylan — Tempest (coLuMBIA) 
Backed by his superb cowboy band and and a 
foundation of country blues. Dylan’s voice is 
weathered and sharpened, sounding like blues 
and gravel. 


STEVE WATSON 


CHVRCHES - The Mother 
We Share 10” (NATIONALANTHEM) 


Feathers — If All Now Here 
(GNOMONSONG) 


San Cisco — Awkward (FAT Possum) 


The Joy Formidable — 
Wolf ?s Law (WARNER) 


New Order -— Lost Sirens 
(WARNER UK) 


Johnny Marr — The Messenger 
(NEW VOODOO) 


Giant Drag - Shredding Leeds, 
Live in England (FULL PsYCcHo) 


Savages — ! Am Here (PHANTOM) 


My Bloody Valentine — mbv 
(SELF-RELEASED) 


Blood Red Shoes — Water EP 
(COOPERATIVE/V2) 


Delphic — Collections (POLYDOR) 


\) 


THE CIGARETTE 
BUM 


Trashcan stompin’, 
budget rock kinda guy. 


Ty Segall & Mikal Cronin — 


Reverse Shark Attack (INTHE RED) 
SO glad In the Red picked this up for reissue. 





Cigarette Bums/Death Hymn 
#9 —-Split 7” (sick CITY) 

Silverlake Label Sick City has put out their first 
release which is a rad 7” split from Cigarette 
Bums, Ugly Kids (produced by Dan from No- 
bunny), Flytraps and Death Hymn (Alternative 
Tentacles, OK Music Awards 2013). 


FIDLAR — FIDLAR (Mom & Pop) 
FIDLAR, duh. 


Spaceships — Spaceships 7” 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Local duo of darlings Spaceships self-released 
this lil slab for fans of Yeah Yeah Yeahs and prob- 
ably music in general. 


Zig Zags — 10 = [2 (BURGER) 
This band rules. 


The Cigarette Bums - 


Holy Smokes! (supLex UK/WEINER) 

This band rules.And not just cuz | play in it. Burger 
Records offshoot Weiner and Suplex Cassettes 
are set to release this on cassette for those with 
their Walkmans still rockin’ their hips. 


TERRY SMITH 


Well, now I’m a Granpappy. 
Besides being Erin, Ariel & Alex’s daddy, 
King Aiden was born 10/1 1/12. 
9.5 pounds.A ball of joy, 
my little bruiser. 


ia Lincoln (2012) -— Directed by 
Steven Spielberg 


My very favorite movie of the year!!! | went 
twice so | could really understand what was go- 
ing on. Sally Field was great. Tommy Lee Jones 
was awesome.As Stevens, he is a powerful piece. 
Lincoln, he was a big part of our history. | loved 
this film. 
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ia Jack Reacher (2012) - 
Directed by Christopher 


McQuarrie 

Tom Cruise was a true little bad ass!!! A lot of 
action. He gets younger & younger. It’s a fun ac- 
tion movie. 


ia Django Unchained (2012) - 
Directed by Quentin 


Tarantino 

| thought it was funny and entertaining. It has a 
good collection of actors and actresses. | liked 
the movie a lot. Watch it and judge it yourself 


ia Argo (2012) - Directed by 
Ben Affleck 


Argo is a great movie, a great story and it really 
happened. | love movies that are a true story. | 
put it in the last Music We Like also — it’s that 
good. 


ia The Impossible (2012) - 
Directed by Juan Antonio 


Bayona 
Another true story. Oh man, it is crazy. Had me 
crying like a baby. Wow, | couldn’t imagine. It is 
a must see. 


THOMAS GERMAIN 


2013 Enthusiast 


Akron —- Voyage of Exploration 
(VAMPISOUL) 

Voyage of Exploration is the debut album by Ak- 
ron, a musician from Barcelona. The music is 
difficult to categorize. It’s essentially a concept 
record, the soundtrack to a trip through space. 
The liner notes suggest that it is a collection 
of “The testimony of remote civilizations and 
unique life forms.’ The album pays homage to 
instrumental exotica records that were made 
popular in the ’50s and ’60s by artists like Les 
Baxter, Martin Denny and Joe Meek. Mixed in 
are a wide variety of influences ranging from Sun 
Ra to Italian soundtrack composers like Ennio 
Morricone to psychedelic rock. You wont find 
anything else like this. The vinyl is limited-edition, 
so grab it if you can. 


ia Django Django - 

Django Django (BECAUSE MUSIC) 

The members of Django Django met in art 
school, and it shows. The music definitely has a 


98  MUSICWELIKE % Spring/Summer 2013 


Talking Heads/Devo quality to it. It’s atonal and 
discordant while maintaining a dancey, pop vibe. 
The album was released in early 2012, but it’s 
been building steam ever since, and | only lis- 
tened to it recently. It’s weird stuff, and in some 
ways it might be intentionally challenging, but | 
like it. Definitely worth picking up if you’re look- 
ing for something a little different. 


Unknown Mortal Orchestra — 


IT (AG|AGUWAR) 

Unknown Mortal Orchestra is back, and they 
don’t aim to disappoint. The album has a more 
driving rock feel than the last one, but they 
haven’t lost sight of the washed out, lo-fi psyche- 
delia that made their first record so great. UMO 
is a band that knows how to write a hook, and 
you'll find yourself singing along with the guitar 
line after the first verse. Please buy this; maybe if 
you do, they'll be kind enough to release a third 
album. 


JJAMZ — Suicide Pact 

(DANGERBIRD) 

JJAMZ is a modern day super group, comprised 
of “Z” Berg of The Like on vocals, Jason Boese 
from Rilo Kiley/Bright Eyes, Alex Greenwald of 
Phantom Planet and, yes, James Valentine, the 
guitarist for Maroon 5.1 know a lot of people 
stopped reading this review right there, but 
don’t judge a book by its cover. It’s unapologet- 
ic pop, but it’s more Marc Ronson than Adam 
Levine. The music is lyrically driven, the musi- 
cianship is fantastic, and the production is fresh 
and dynamic. You'll like it, | swear. 


JD McPherson - 

Signs & Signifiers 

(HI STYLE/ROUNDER RECORDS) 

It’s difficult to pull off straight throwback mu- 
sic, but JD McPhearson’s mix of R&B, blues and 
rockabilly seems to have done it. He sounds like 
he just stepped out of the ’40s or ’50s, and you 
could be forgiven for mistaking his stuff for mu- 
sic that’s actually from that period. His stuff has 
an undeniably appealing quality similar to artist 
like Chuck Berry and Howlin’ Wolf. 


Tiny Furniture (2010) - 


Directed by Lena Dunham 
Written by, directed by and starring Lena Dun- 
ham. Perfect for fans of the Duplass Brothers 
and Judd Apatow. 


Tip: 
Follow me on Twitter so you don’t have to feel alone. @ 
Thomasgermain 


"> 
TRAVIS KING 


D] Shadow - Total Breakdown: 
Hidden Transmissions From the 
MPC Era, 1992-1996 (sELF-RELEASED) 





vou 


Beach House — Bloom (sus Pop) 
EL-P — Cancer 4 Cure (FAT possum) 
Twin Shadow -— Confess (4Ab) 
The XX — Coexist (YOUNG TURKS) 


Blockhead — Interludes After 
Midnight (NINATUNE) 


Chromatics — Kill For Love 
(ITALIANS DO IT BETTER) 


Wild Nothing — Nocturne 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Silversun Pickups — Neck of 
the Woods (DANGERBIRD) 


Purity Ring — Shrines (4Ab) 
DITV — Oshin (CAPTURED TRACKS) 
Paul Banks — Banks (MATADOR) 
Grimes — Visions (4AD) 


Divine Fits — A Thing Called 
Divine Fits (MERGE) 


Clams Casino — Instrumental 
Mixtape Vol. 2 (SELF-RELEASED) 


Trust — TRST 
(ARTS & CRAFTS) 


Jitar 
Center 


BRING THIS COUPON 
IN TO RECEIVE 


0% 
OFF 


ANY SINGLE ITEM 
(UP TO $500) 


LMAMWL158102262013 


3 


Coupon is redeemable in-store at stores 
listed below with valid barcode only. 


Guitar Center Hollywood 
7425 Sunset Blvd. 
Hollywood, CA 90046 
(323) 874-1060 


Guitar Center Sherman Oaks 
14209 Ventura Blvd. 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
(818) 990-8332 


Guitar Center West Los Angeles 
10831 West Pico Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90064 
(310) 475-0637 


*10% off any single-item product purchases made at store’s Guaranteed 
Lowest Price. Maximum discount is $500. Not to be used in conjunction 
with any other coupons, promotions or offers. No cash value, Excludes 
used, clearance, price matches, scratch & dent, vintage equipment, gift 
cards and musician services (Pro Coverage, GC Garage, GC Studios). 
Some manufacturers have chosen not to participate in this promotion; 
they may be found at guitarcenter.com/CouponExclusions. Valid 
in-store at Guitar Center tayo Sherman Oaks and West LA only. 
Offer expires 9/30/13. 
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TREVOR 


AKA Pony. 


Swans — The Seer (YOUNG GoD) 


im Safety Not Guaranteed 
(2012) -— Directed by 
Collin Trevorrow 


Why? -— Mumps, Etc. (ANTICON) 
Tomahawk — Oddfellows (\PECAc) 


Ben Salisbury, Geoff Barrow — 
Drokk: Music Inspired by 
Mega City-One (INvADA) 


MT void — Nothing’s Matter 
(SELF-RELEASED) 
Justin Chancellor of Tool and Peter Mohamed. 


TUNA 


Yells for Dogteeth. 
thedogteeth.tumblr.com 


Holy Fever — Holy Fever 7” 
(LIFELINE) 

The first time | saw Holy Fever, | was hooked. 
Dual vocals dirty rock ’n’ roll: One part raspy 
ex-hardcore male vocals & one part sweet, 
dreamy girl vocals accompanying. And!! Hand 
claps (eff yeah!!!). Basically, Murder City Devils 
minus the organ meets Single Mothers. Catchy. 
Infectious. Badass. So stoked on this band. 


Nick Waterhouse — Time’s All 


Gone (INNOVATIVE LEISURE) 

Nick Waterhouse wears his influences on his 
sleeve, but he does it well. He’s ferocious, sincere 
& genuinely sounds like he’s a dirty blues singer 
from the ’60s, and his specialty is performing in a 
back alley or a basement of a New Orleans club. 
Think Screamin’ Jay Hawkins. Think Davey Allen 
& the Arrows. Just think. 


Imagination Illustrated: 

The Jim Henson Journal - 

by Karen Falk 

This book rules. It’s all of Jim’s doodles, ideas, 
photos of early work, and little notes he would 
write as reminds to himself. It’s not too big, not 
too heavy, and you will abuse it cover to cover. 
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Each page packs a punch. It shows how mup- 
pets were manipulated, and the process of how 
things came to be. This is probably my favorite 
purchase of last year. 


Lee Hazlewood - 

The LHI Years: Singles, 

Nudes & Backsides 1968-71 
(LIGHT INTHE ATTIC) 

Lee Hazlewood, he’s a good guy. He’s the back- 
bone of Nancy Sinatra. You know him for his 


twang & his sass. This collection is all of that. 


Except the B-sides & rarities from 1968-197| 
you've probably never heard. You like Lee? You 
need this. 


T. Valentine with Daddy Long 


Legs — The Vampire (NorTOoN) 

This dood is nuts. He’s a screamer. Of course 
it’s a Norton release. It’s like if the Sonics were 
playing a show and the poor man’s James Brown 
bum rushed the stage and took over. 


The Soft Pack -— Strapped 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 

The Soft Pack is one of L.A’s best. Their earlier 
sounds grabbed influence from the ’70s New 
York scene, with influence from The Velvet Un- 
derground, Ramones & Jonathan Richman. Not a 
bad combo. But their newest album, Strapped, is 
much dreamier. It’s light, it’s still got snarky, mun- 
dane vocals (in the best way possible), and is a 
great album to wake up to. Highly suggested. 


Tips: 
Go vegan. Ride your bike. Buy more records. 


HIGHLY SUGGESTED BANDS: Hunted Down, Condition, 
Become, Nothing (LA), Replica, Suspect, Single Mothers, 
Stoic Violence & Disapproval. 


ALSO! During Hurricane Sandy, most of Norton’s stock 
got destroyed as their Brooklyn warehouse was wrecked. If 
you've got a few extra dollars, donate it to their website! 
Norton’s one of the best reissue labels around. Help some 
radical doods & ladies out! 


VIOLA 


Bassekou Kouyate & Ngoni Ba 


— Jama ko (OUT HERE GERMANY) 

The n’goni (African lute) master returns, this 
time with his sons. Back in California in Octo- 
ber.As for the current Malian situation, a quote 
from his website: “The album became political 
by accident. In the afternoon of the first day in 
the studio in Bamako the military overthrew the 
former president ...” 


Ballake Sissoko — At Peace 

(SIX DEGREES) 

Appropriate title at a time when Mali is going 
through a tough period.A continuation of Cham- 
ber Music. 


Zani Diabate & Les Heritiers — 


Tientalaw (STERNS UK) 

The teacher of the griots, who laid low instead 
of becoming an African pop star in Europe. Just 
before his death, this recording was finished in 
Paris. He had not had a hit since the ’70s. 


Sekouba Bambino Diabate — 


The Griot’s Craft (STERNS UK) 

Great griot music in trad style by master. If you 
missed any of the ’70s releases, this would be a 
good start ... 


Keletigui Diabate — Anything 
by him (hard to find) 

The undisputed master of the balafon, who 
passed away in November. Member of Les Am- 
bassadeurs & other groups, performed with Ella 
Fitzgerald & Lionel Hampton, Salif Keita, Bonnie 
Raitt, the Art Ensemble of Chicago. 


ia Any film directed by 
Jean Rouch 


Pasha (Le pacha) (1968) — 


Directed by Georges Lautner 
Stylish! Music by Serge Gainsbourg! Night clubs, 
drugs! 


Lili Boniche — Anthologie 

(WORLD VILLAGE) 

Nostalgic Arab Andalusian and Jewish music 
from the kasbah in Algeria. Lili Boniche had 
a short moment of underground fame in the 
1980s when Bill Laswell remixed some of his 
songs. 


Tip: 
These reviews are dedicated to the artists & people of 
Mali. Do check the news! 


ff \ 





IY-DUH! 


I currently live with my mom Sophia and 
my roommies Blanche & Rose. 
Life begins at 40, but it gets 
interesting after 55... 


ia The Master (2012) -— Directed 


by Paul Thomas Anderson 

This is one of those movies that keeps unravel- 
ing in your head even days after watching it. | 
realize that Joaquin Phoenix might've lost you 
after that whole bearded hip-hop incident, but | 
am certain no one else would’ve given that char- 
acter the depth he gave it. PS. Hoffman and Amy 
Adams are just as amazing, and they do deserve 
their Oscar noms, but it’s not like they were ad 
libbing, Academy! | can’t believe PTA didn’t get 
one nomination. The man is one of those rare 
birds that is passionate enough about his work 
to tour the L.A. theaters that were showing his 
movie in 70 mm to check the projectors. | mean, 
Ben affleck won a Golden Globe for directing ... 
| mean really??? He even said PTA was cool. He 
compared him to Orson Welles, which | think is 
very accurate when you think back on how no 
one liked the man, either. So he smokes and he 
doesn’t kiss your butt the way Billy Crystal does, 
but he’s like married to Maya Rudolph, DOES 
THAT MEAN NOTHING TO YOU, MEMBERS 
OF THEACADEMY? If your complaint about his 
movies is that they are long, let me remind you 
of the biblical length of ANY Judd Apatow movie 
or even your dear Spielberg. PTA, | GOT YOU, 
BRO. | GOT YOU! 


ia Skyfall (2012) — Directed by 


Sam Mendes 

| heard a lot of people talking smack about this 
one, and | have to say, “Come oooon!” This 
movie is badassery at its best. First of all, the 
song. Second, all those stunts have you yelling 
back at the screen, “What are you doing? That’s 
dangerous!” Third, Daniel Craig is badass, the 
way any secret agent has to be really. He’ll drink 
a fancy martini with you, but he'll also jump on 
a train while totally stealing your girl, as he plans 
to murder you. Fourth, Javier Bardem. Boom! 
That’s all you need. In all seriousness, this movie 
has the characters, the music, the cars, beauti- 
ful cinematography and a bunch of other great 
things that, again, can only be described as ba- 
dassery. Get off your high horse, you kids that 
write in the “goofs” section of IMDb.com, the 
reason why you really noticed all those things 
was that you were watching the movie for the 
billionth time. You're welcome! 
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Ryan Stout — Touche 

(STAND UP!) 

| think this came out a while ago, but we just 
got the CD in the store. For those of you who 
attend the Charity Auctions, we hold every first 
Saturday of the month at the Hollywood store, 
he hosted recently and was hilarious. He often 
does the Chelsea what’s-her-face show, but they 
don’t really do him justice. He also does shows 
in LA. with a bunch of his friends who are also 
worth watching. He was a dark sense of humor 
and he delivers it in a clever, kinda charming way. 
He can probably fool you with his crisp suit, but 
the man can be filthy. He’s one of those comedi- 
ans that can actually keep it up, and he’s a really 
nice guy.Also, if you don’t support his work, he'll 
have to move back to El Paso, and you wouldn’t 
want to contribute to that. Keep Ryan in Cali- 
fornia! 


ia Shut Up & Play the Hits 
(2011) -— Directed by 


Will Lovelace 

LCD Soundsystem’s last show. *Sigh* The DVD 
& Blu-ray have the documentary and the full con- 
cert. They were both shot really well, and they 
have really interesting people, too. There are a 
ton of people, but Reggie Watts and Arcade Fire 
come to mind. Watch it really loud, dance to it 
and just shut up. 


CL) Dexter: 


The Seventh Season 

Were you also a big fan who though that after 
Trinity it just wasn’t going to ever be that good? 
Well, | was.After that infamous season that peo- 
ple couldn’t wait to spoil for you, | felt like that 
whole “oh no, he’s going to get caught” feeling 
went away. What was really happening before 
this season was the setup for Dexter’s reality. 
| don’t want to say too much, but the feeling is 
back. This time his fears are a reality, and that 
reality makes a really thrilling season. You think 
you can guess stuff but oooh, girrrfriend, you'll 
be binge watching this as soon as you get your 
hands on it. 


Tip: 

If you go to Coachella and it’s really hot and you think 
to yourself: “Oh! | know, I’ll get my pants and underwear 
wet and that'll keep me refreshed all day.” DO NOT 
DO IT! 


The PULP records are being reissued. Collect them all like 
you did your pogs! 


If you want to get any TV show on DVD but find it 
expensive, check the As-Is section. It’s super cheap and 


worth it. 
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D 4 
KAREN 


seeing is believing; 
but hearing is irrefutable. 


Eels — Wonderful, Glorious 
(VAGRANT RECORDS) 

rhythmic, pulsating, fuzzy, warbly magic! 
Mr. E. brings his blips and pops and wonderful 
gloriousness with a much more defiant than 
melancholy traipse into the soundscapes of his 
mind. 


Jim James — Regions of Light 
and Sound of God (ATO RECORDS) 
solo record from my morning jacket lead singer, 
but don't let that “folkie” thing stop you. breathy, 
soulful, scratchy, lo-fi crackle. ray lamontagne or 
glen hansard with a psychedelic flair. exotic and 
compelling. 


Robert Randolph — Robert 
Randolph Presents: The Slide 


Brothers (CONCORD RECORDS) 

Sacred Steel Guitar? if you haven’t heard of it, 
you're ‘bout to be SAVED. robert randolph brings 
the best of the steel players together. traditional 
gospel steel with contemporary rock and blues, 
even funk. raising the roof. Calvin Cooke is the 
shit. but the whole thing sings and rings with the 
spirit. ““Motherless Children” and “Wade in the 


Water” shake the rafters. can i get an Amen? 


Richard Thompson -— Electric 
(NEW WEST RECORDS) 

the best thing he’s done in years. produced by 
buddy miller. RT’s guitar playing has never been 
as savage. it is indeed “electric”. 


Feeding People — 

Island Universe (INNOVATIVE LEISURE) 
crazy young psych kids on some kind of ... 
hallucinogen. cool eerie vocals. 


Aaron Neville — My True Story 
(BLUE NOTE) 

doo-wop classics injected with soul and life by a 
voice that is ... a national treasure. produced by 
keith richards and don was. 


Ducktails — The Flower Lane 
(DOMINO) 

such a pithy little whimsical nugget. nice harmonies 
and just the littlest bit druggy prog haze to make it 
thick, but not so much to overpower. 


Emmylou Harris & Rodney 


Crowell — Old Yellow Moon 
(NONESUCH) 

it starts out as a rockin’ country record and 
ends in lamenting heartache. emmylou’s voice 
sounds beautiful even after all these years. 
rodney crowell adds just the touch of edge it 
needs. a lovely record overall. 


Anika — Anika EP (stones THROW) 
some kind of ghost haunts anika. the ghost of 
nico and 1967. and it works. 


Dawn Richard — Goldenheart 
(101 DISTRIBUTION) 

dancey and addictive. not quite R&B, but not so 
much rock ... but still ... good. 


Dog Bite — Velvet Changes 
(CARPARK RECORDS) 

the washed out guy, phil jones, does a reverbey 
easy-breezy-but-not-boring breathy little piece. 
easy on the ears. 


Nosaj Thing — Home 

(INNOVATIVE LEISURE) 

infectious and ridiculously addictive. weavy and 
wavy. and most of all: really, really good. 


Joan Armatrading -— Starlight 
(429 RECORDS) 

20 albums in, joan armatrading deserves to be 
listened to! always a master craftsman of song- 
writing, here she delves into new territory (for 
her) with a dip into the jazz groove. her voice 
still sounds rich and amazing. 


Apple and the Three 
Oranges - Free And Easy: 
The Complete Works 
1970-1975 (NOWAGAIN) 


heard a track on the California Funk LP from Now 
Again and this is just “thick slices of rhythmic 
soul” a la J.B. and SLY, but an amazing booklet 
with extensive liner notes — so cool. try finding 
THAT on the internet. 


Paul Nicoll — Perfect Peace 

(PAUL NICOLL) 

part tom waits, and a little joe cocker; this is a 
gorgeous little recording. sublime. 


Murder By Death - 


Bitter Drink, Bitter Moon 
(BLOODSHOT RECORDS) 


Alt-] - An Awesome Wave 
(ATLANTIC) 


STRFKR —- Miracle Mile 
(POLYVINYL) 

dig this band. just solid, catchy, rhythmic rock- 
dance-pop stuff! 


Kavinsky — Outrun (REPUBLIC) 


The Cyclist — Bones in Motion 
(STONES THROW) 


Jake Bugg — Jake Bugg (mercury) 
is he from NOW? or THEN? doesn’t really 
matter. he is the real deal. 


Chelsea Light Moving - 
Chelsea Light Moving (MATADOR) 


Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds - 
Push The Sky Away (BAD SEED LTD) 


ASAP Rocky -— Long.Live.A$AP 
(RCA) 


Kendrick Lamar -— good kid, 
m.A.A.d city (AFTERMATH) 


Rhye — Woman (UNIversAL) 


Bilal — A Love Surreal 
(ENTERTAINMENT ONE MUSIC) 


Dwight Yoakam -— 3 Pears 
(WARNER BROS.) 


Me’Shell Ndegeocello — 

Pour une ame souveraine (For 
a sovereign soul) - A dedication 
to Nina Simone (NA\VE) 


Bleached — Ride Your Heart 
(DEAD OCEANS) 
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NOTES: 


STEVEN W 


ILSON ‘ga@ BAND 


May 10 May 11 
LA Sports Arena Club Nokia El Rey Theatre 


THE INDIGO MEADOW TOUR 


TWIN SHADOW 


THE BLACK a EM TRUE STORY TOUR 
ANGELS LIVE! 
2 <F > 


Po 


\ 


Sse s 


with ELLIPHANT 


EATH WM WwW SHOUTOUNOUDS.COM yrelti@. |; 


May 21 KCSN May 23 June 29 


Mayan 


SHLOHMO 4/6 » Fonda Theatre 
DROPKICK MURPHYS 


4/17 » Club Nokia 


BULLET FOR 
MY VALENTINE 


4/19 » Fox Theater Pomona 


THE REVIVAL TOUR 


4/23 » El Rey Theatre 


LOS AMIGOS INVISIBLES 


LV PA ceom sey ater balst-lans 


25TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
DANZIG 4/27 » Fox Theater Pomona 


El Rey Theatre Fonda Theatre 


SHUGGIE OTIS 4/27>€1 Rey 
THE KILLERS 


5/2 » LA Sports Arena 
VEN RO Aye Rey Theatre 


KILLING JOKE THE 
SINGLES COLLECTION 


5/5 » Fonda Theatre 


BOB’S BURGERS LIVE!! 


5/7 » Wilshire Ebell 


CRYSTAL FIGHTERS 


6/4 » El Rey Theatre 


CAPITAL CITIES 


6/6 » El Rey Theatre 


GOLDENVOICE (fel fe (-lalelia-Meela ticketmaster’ 











